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BapJw
 "A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ' F¶ Cu lmkyt\m 
henÂ ]eÀ¡pw XmZmßys¸Sm³ Ignbp¶ IYm]m{X§fp 
ïmIpw. Hmtcmcp¯\pw Ah\h\nW§p¶Xv XncsªSp¡p 
t¼mÄ CXnÂ ]cmaÀin¡p¶Xp ]eXpw Xs¶¡pdn¨v Xs¶tbm 
F¶p kwibnt¨¡mw; AsX, \n§sf Ipdn¨pXs¶bmWv. 
]t£ Bscbpw hyàn]cambn ap³]nÂ IïpsImïÃ; FÃm 
hscbpw s]mXphnÂ ZÀin¨psImïmWv Cu IrXn cNn¨n«pÅXv.

 lmkyw Nnet¸mÄ ]cnlmkambn tXm¶nbmÂ Hcp 
Imcyw Zbhmbn kvacn¡pI. Bscbpw thZ\n¸n¡phm\Ã; F 
Ãmhcpw hmbn¨pNncn¡m\pw \½psS PohnXcoXnsb hnebncp 
¯phm\pw t{]cn¸n¡pIbmWv Cu IemkrãnbpsS e£yw.

    temkv B©eknse etbmftacnauïv bqWnthgvkn 
änbnÂ sSenhnj³ Nn{XoIcWw apJyhnjbamsbSp¯v Bi 
bhn\nab IeIfnÂ amÌÀ _ncpZ¯n\p Rm³ ]Tn¡pt¼mÄ 
CSthfIfnÂ t\ct¼m¡n\pthïn cNn¨XmWv Cu lmky 
t\mhÂ. CXv FgpXnbXv 1990embXn\mÂ A¶s¯ Atacn 
¡bnsebpw tIcf¯nsebpw PohnXkmlNcy§fpw hnhckm 
t¦XnI kuIcy§fpamWv Cu IrXnbpsS ]Ým¯ew. tIm 
«bw AXncq]XbpsS "A]v\mtZiv' F¶ ssZzhmcnIbnÂ CXp 
XpSÀ¨bmbn {]kn²s¸Sp¯nbncp¶p. A¶p hmb\¡mÀ CXn 
\p hfsc \Ã kzoIcWamWp \evInbncp¶Xv. cïp ]Xnäm 
ïpIÄ¡ptijw ]ecpsSbpw A`yÀ°\ am\n¨v Ct¸mÄ ]p 
kvXIcq]¯nÂ ]p\x{]kn²¸Sp¯p¶p.

   Cu t\mhÂ Ne¨n{X¯n\pthïn ]p\cmhnjvIcn¨mWv  
cmPp tPmk^v 1994Â "tUmfÀ' F¶ aebmfNe¨n{Xw kwhn 
[m\w sNbvXXv. BÀ. Fkv. ^nenwkv CâÀ\mjWÂ \nÀ½n¨v 
hnXcWw sNbvX "tUmfÀ' kn\nabpsS Xnc¡Ybpw kw`mj 
Whpw \nÀhln¡m\pw F\n¡v Ahkcw e`n¨p. aptIjv, emep 
AeIvkv, Nn{X, amXp, ss_Pp, ]ßn\n, atljv, A\pj,  Irjv 
W³Ip«n \mbÀ, ssk\pZn³, I\IeX, amf Achnµ³ XpS 
§nbhcmWv {]kvXpX ^o¨À ^nenanÂ A`n\bn¨Xv. \yqtbm 
À¡v, a{Zmkv, tIcfw F¶nhnS§fnemWv kn\nabpsS Nn{Xo 
IcWw \S¶Xv.
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 tIcf¯nÂ\n¶v Atacn¡bnÂ a¡tfmsSm¸w Xma 
kn¡phms\¯nb A½amcpsS ImgvN¸mSnÂ Cu t\mhÂ lm 
kymßIambn AhXcn¸n¡p¶p. A¯cw A½¨namcmWv Cu 
t\mhÂ Gäw BkzmZyXtbmsS hmbn¨p ckn¡pIbpw CXnÂ 
Bizmkw Isï¯pIbpw sNbvXncp¶Xv. AXn\mÂ Atacn 
¡bnÂ h¶n«pÅ aebmfn A½amÀ¡v Cu {KÙw kaÀ¸n¡p¶p.

- G{_lmw apt¯me¯v



kaÀ¸Ww 

Atacn¡³ PohnX¯nsâ NqSpw XWp¸padnª, 
Cu  t\mhÂ hmbn¨mkzZn¨ Fsâ {]nb amXmhv 

A¨m½ Nmt¡mbv¡v. 
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 Adp]tXmSSp¯ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v Atacn¡bnÂ 
t]mIms\mcp tamlw. AXv Ct¶m C¶setbm XpS§nbXÃ; 
AbÂ]¡s¯ "Al¦mcn' timim½ Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp 
¶psh¶v tI« A¶p XpS§nbXmWv B ]qXn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS Cfb cïv B¬a¡Ä- tPmkpw 
AeIv-kpw Atacn¡bnepïv. AXpsImïmWv B tamlw 
a\ÊnÂ Xmtemen¨p sImïp\S¶Xv. ]t£, Ahcmsc¦nepw 
"A½¨n, Atacn¡bv¡v hm; Rm³ t]¸dpw Sn¡äpw FÃmw 
Ab¡mw' Fs¶ms¶gpXnbn«p thtï! AXp t]mIs«; I¯p 
Xs¶ \t¶ Npcp¡w. AhÀ¡v Xnc¡mWp t]mepw! I¯p 
h¶mtem? an¡t¸mgpw Ftdm{KmanÂ. {Inkvaknt\mSSp¡p 
t¼mtg IhdnÂ I¯bbv¡q.

    t^mdn³ Ìms¼m«n¨ IhÀ t]mÌvam³ h¨p \o«p 
t¼mÄ AXv Xpd¶pImWp¶Xphsc A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v 
BImw£bmWv. ImcWw IhdmIpt¼mÄ AXnÂ sN¡v 
hcm\pw km[yXbpïv. ]t£ an¡t¸mgpw \ncmibmWv ̂ ew! 
\m«nÂ In«p¶Xnepw XmWXcw {Inkvakv ImÀUpw GXm 
\pw "N¡c' hÀ¯am\hpw ImWpw. F¦nepw A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n \m«nÂ In«mhp¶XnÂ \Ã ImÀUphm§n a¡Ä¡v 
Abbv¡pw. Atacn¡bv¡v Abbv¡p¶XtÃ; hÃ kmbnt¸m 
aZm½tbm IïmÂ a¡Ä¡v Ipd¨nÂ hccpXtÃm.

   A§s\bncns¡ CfbaI³ AeIv-knsâ I¯ph¶p. 
Ah\Ã; `mcy eqknbmWv I¯nsâ  ap¡mÂ`mKhpw FgpXn 
bncn¡p¶Xv. I¯nse {][m\ Xmev]cyw A½¨n Atacn¡ 
bv¡v sNÃWsa¶pw AXn\p a\ÊmsW¦nÂ SqdnÌv hnkbv 
¡pÅ ISemkpIfpw Sn¡äpw DSs\ Abbv¡msa¶pamWv. 
FÃm¯n\psamSphnÂ eqkn KÀ`nWnbmsW¶pw cïpamkw 
IqSntb {]kh¯n\pÅqsh¶papÅ "kt´mjhmÀ¯' Fgp 
Xnbn«pïv.

Atacn¡³ kz]v\¯n\p NndIp 
apfbv¡p¶p
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A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

   acptamfpsS I¯ns\ ]n´m§n aI\pw Im¡ NnI 
ªXpt]mse I¯nÂ Ipsd Ip¯n hc¨n«pïv. A¶m½ 
t¨S¯nbpw \m«nepÅ aI\pw Ahsâ hnZym`ymkapÅ 
a¡fpw IqSn {ian¨n«v AXnÂ ]IpXntb hmbns¨Sp¡m³ ]
änbpÅq.

    acptamfpsS KÀ`mhØtb¡mÄ tNS¯nsb kt´m 
jn¸n¨Xv Atacn¡bv¡pÅ £WamWv.

    "AXn\n{X k½Xw tNmZn¡ms\´ncn¡p¶p?' A¶m 
½t¨S¯n aq¯aI³ Ip«¸mbntbmSv tNmZn¨p. "acn¨pt]mb 
\nsâ Nm¨³ ]sïs¶ sI«nb¸w ]Ån NS§neÃmsX 
Ft¶mSmcpw a\Êv tNmZn¨nÃ. ]n¶m C¸w!'

 "AÃ, A½¨n Atacn¡bv¡v t]mtWm?' Ip«¸mbn 
bpsS tNmZyw.

 DSpapïv AbªnsÃ¦nepw AsXm¶b¨n«v apdp¡n 
Ip¯ns¡mïv A¶m½t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p: "AsX´mSm F 
\n¡v Atacn¡bv¡v t]mbmÂ? hSt¡Xnse timim½bv¡v 
t]mImsa¦nemtWm F\n¡v taem¯Xv! Rms\mcp sImÃw 
AhnsS Xmakn¡m³ t]mÆm! F¶mte \osbms¡ Fsâ 
hne a\Ênem¡q!'

   A½¨n ChnsS\n¶p amdn¡n«nbmÂ Iptd \mft¯ 
bvs¡¦nepw X\n¡v sskzcyw In«patÃm F¶mWv Ip«¸mbn 
Nn´n¨Xv.

    AbmfpsS aq¯ aIÄ t\gv-knMv ]T\w ]qÀ¯nbm 
Imdmb an\ntamÄ ]dªp: "acptamfpsS {]khsaSp¡m\m 
A½¨nsb £Wn¨ncn¡p¶Xv; AÃmsX kv-t\lw sImsïm 
¶paÃ!'

  "H¶p t]mWptïmSn A¸pd¯v...' A¶m½t¨S¯n 
bv¡v tZjyw h¶p.

 Atacn¡bv¡p hcphm³ k½XamsWs¶gpXn AhÀ 
A¶pXs¶ adp]Sn Ab¨p.

 {]mYanI hnZym`ymkw am{XapÅ km[mcW ho«½ 
bmWv A¶m½t¨S¯n. N«bpw apïpamWv km[mcW thjw. 
]pdt¯¡nd§pt¼mÄ IhWnbpw [cn¡pw. IpWp¡pw 
I½epw kzÀWamebpw \c¨ apSnbpw [cn¨ A¶m½t¨S 
¯nsb IïmÂ AgIn\p IpdhnÃ. \Ã NpdpNpdpt¡msS 
bmWv \S¯hpw kwkmchpw.

   AbÂ]¡¯v \mfpIfmbn Xncnªp Ibdm¯ A¶m 
½t¨S¯n A¶v ]e hoSpIfnÂ Ibdnbnd§n AhcpsS 





16

A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

sbÃmw t£amt\zjWw \S¯n. AXnsâ Ahkm\¯nÂ 
Xm³ Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp¶ Imcyw ]dbm\pw ad¶nÃ. 
AXv ]dbpt¼mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS apJ¯v {]kmZw; 
AbÂ]¡s¯ tNS¯namÀ¡v Akqb!

    GXm\pw \mfpIÄ¡Iw Atacn¡bnÂ \n¶p ho 
ïpw I¯p h¶p. A½¨n sNÃpsa¶dnªXnÂ kt´mj 
amsW¶pw, \m«ntebv¡v hcp¶ HcmÄhiw a{ZmknÂ ImWn 
¡phm\pÅ ISemkpIÄ sImSp¯p hn«n«psï¶pamWv 
kmcw. hnkm In«nbmÂ AhcpsS IqsS¯s¶ t]mcmsa¶pw 
FgpXnbn«pïv.

 ]n¶oSv Imcy§sfÃmw thKw \S¶p; a{ZmknÂ 
sN¶p; hnkm In«n. Atacn¡bv¡v ]pds¸Sm\pÅ Znhkw 
ASp¯ _Ô¯nÂs¸« FÃmhscbpw t]mbn Iïp bm{X 
]dbpIbpw C\n Hcn¡epw ImWpIbnsÃ¶v tXm¶m¯ 
hn[w sI«n¸nSn¨v IcbpIbpw sNbvXp. tNS¯nbpsS kv-t\
lw Iït¸mÄ AhcnÂ ]eÀ¡pw Ic¨nÂ h¶p; aäpNneÀ 
Ic¨nÂ \Sn¨p. Atacn¡bnÂ sN¶n«v FgpXmsa¶v tNS¯n 
an¡hÀ¡pw hm¡p sImSp¯p.

 Atacn¡bv¡v sImïpt]mIphm³ ]eXcw A¨mdp 
IÄ, Acnbpï, No¸¸w, IpSw]pfn, ]m\n, iÀ¡c F¶p 
thï FÃmw X¿mdm¡n. Atacn¡bnepÅ cïv a¡fpsS 
bpw kv-t\l]qÀÆamb I¯pIfnse \oï enÌpw]SnbmWv 
FÃmw ASp¸n¨Xv.

 AhÀ ]ïv Atacn¡bnÂ \n¶p h¶t¸mÄ BÀ 
s¡¦nepw Fs´¦nepw sImïphcWtam F¶p t]mepw 
tNmZn¨nÃtÃm F¶v tNS¯n At¸mÄ HmÀ¯p. DÅXv ]d 
bWatÃm; AhÀ h¶t¸mÄ tkm¸v, No¸v, jm¼q XpS§n ]
e NnÃd km[\§Ä AhcpsS \qdpIq«w XpWnIfpsS IqsS, 
s]«n \nd¨p sImïph¶p.

    "CSbnÃmXmbn; AsÃ¦nÂ Iptd¡qSn sImïphcmam 
bncp¶p' F¶v AhÀ ]dbp¶Xv tI«p. AhÀ D]tbmKn¨ 
Xnsâ _m¡n ho«nepw In«n.

    enÌn³{]Imcw \mS³ `£W]ZmÀ°§Ä¡p ]pdta 
kmcn, ssIenapïv, Ip«nIÄ¡v NpcnZmÀ F¶nh hm§Ww. 
AÃmX§v sNÃms\m¡ptam. A§v sN¶mÂ C\n AhcpsS 
HuZmcy¯nÂ thtï Ignbphm³.

    enÌn³ ]Sn FÃmw hm§phm³ tNS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ 
]Ww XnIbnÃ. Ip«¸mbntbmSv ]Ww tNmZn¨t¸mÄ Ah\p 
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G{_lmw apt¯me¯v

apdpapdp¸v: "Sn¡äb¨IqsS CsXÃmw hm§ms\¦nepw Hcp 
sN¡pIqSn AhÀ¡n§bbv¡mambncp¶tÃm.'

 A½¨n Atacn¡bntebv¡mWtÃm t]mIp¶sXt¶m 
À¯t¸mÄ Ip«¸mbnbv¡v hoïphnNmcapïmbn. A½¨ntbm 
tSm Atacn¡bnepÅ IqS¸nd¸pItfmtSm kv-t\lapïmbn 
«Ã; A½¨n A§p sN¶v Ahsc KpWtZmjn¨v hÃXpw 
Abs¨¦ntem F¶p {]Xo£n¨p am{Xw.

    ASp¯ kz´¡mtcmsSÃmw, t]mIp¶Xnsâ Xte¶v 
sshIn«pXs¶ bm{X Abbv¡m³ hcWsa¶v Ip«¸mbn  
anïnbnsÃ¦nepw A¶m½t¨S¯n _Ôp¡tfmSpw AbÂ 
¡mtcmSpw ]dªp. timim½ t]mbt¸mÄ ]¯pt]À IqSn 
sb¦nÂ Xm³ t]mIpt¼mÄ \qdpt]À IqSWsa¶mWv tN 
S¯nbpsS \nÀ_Ôw.

 cïp Znhk¯n\Iw ]eXpw Hcp¡Ww. Iptd kz´ 
¡mscIqSn ImWWw, NnÃd km[\§Ä hm§Ww, sshIn«v 
hcp¶ hncp¶pImÀ¡v kZysbmcp¡Ww. HmSn \S¶p ]Wn 
bp¶Xn\nSbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n F§s\tbm hoSn\v ]nd 
InepÅ \SbnÂ X«nhoWv Imep aSnªp.

   "ssZhta... CsXt´m¶p NXnbm?' tNS¯n \ne¯v 
InS¶p henb hmbnÂ \nehnfn¨p.

    "Fsâ amXmth, \msf Rms\§s\ Atacn¡bv¡v 
t]mIpw?'

  "AsX§\m... \nes¯§m\pw t\m¡nbmtWm \S v̧!' 
Ip«¸mbnbpsS `mcy tamfnbpsS ]cnlmkhm¡pIÄ. "hnam 
\t¯se¶t]mse ]d¡pItÃ!'

    AXptI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v sNmdnªp Ibdn. 
    kzbw Fgpt¶Â¡m³ h¿m¯ tNS¯nsb, Ip« 
¸mbnbpw AbÂ¡mc³ AKÌn\pw tNÀ¶v ImdnÂ Ibän 
ASp¯pÅ anj\mip]{Xnbnem¡n.

hnam\Zpc´w
 IeymW¡mdpIÄ h[qKrl¯nÂ \n¶v hcsâ CS 
hI¸Ånbntebv¡v {]hln¡pt¼mse, aq¶p ImdpIÄ \nc 
\ncbmbn A¶m½t¨S¯nsbbpw kz´¡mscbpw Ibän 
sIm¨nbntet¡mSn.
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A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

 aq¶mas¯ Imdnsâ ap³koänÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
sRfnªncp¶p. B hml\§Ä Iq«w sXämsX t]mIp 
¶ptïm F¶v AhÀ IqsS¡qsS {i²n¨ncp¶p. CSbvs¡mcp 
Imdph¶p Ibdpt¼mÄ AhÀ Nn´n¡pw: Xsâ bm{X Ab 
¸n\v \mepImdpsï¶v hgnbnÂ \nÂ¡p¶hÀ hnNmcnt¨mfpw.

 Xsâ hnhml¯n\v aq¶p t]mbn«v Hcp Imdp t]mepw 
CÃmbncp¶p. C¶v Xms\mcp aWhm«nbmsW¶v tNS¯n¡v 
tXm¶n. A§s\ Nn´n¨t¸mÄ AhÀs¡mcp \mWw.

 Ip«¸mbnbpsSbpw Xsâ aq¶p s]¬a¡fpsSbpw 
IpSpw_mwK§Ä apgph\pw, Xsâ ktlmZc³ Np½mcpw A\p 
P¯n I\ymkv{XobpamWv ImdpIfnepÅXv. FÃmhÀ¡pw 
Ccn¡m³ CS \t¶ IpdhmWv.

 Ip«¸mbnbv¡v a\Êpïmbn«Ã aq¶p ImdpIÄ hmS 
Ibvs¡Sp¯Xv. ChcnÂ BtcmSv ]dbpw t]mscïm¶v.

 A¶m½t¨S¯n Ip«¸mbntbmSp ]dªp: "FÃmhcpw 
t]mt¶ms«; Btcw ]nW¡ï. \o F\n¡v ISw Xcpt¼me§v 
sNehm¡nbm aXn. Atacn¡bv¡tÃ Rm³ t]mIp¶Xv. 
Hcp sImÃw Igo¼w Rm³ tUmfdpw hmcns¡mtï hcq; \o 
t\m¡nt¡m!'

 AXv tI«t¸mÄ Ip«¸mbnbpsS apJ¯v {]kmZw.

 tUmfÀ hmcpsa¶ÃmsX AsXhnsSbmWv Ip¶pIqSn 
InS¡p¶sX¶v A¶m½ tNS¯nt¡m Ip«¸mbnbv-t¡m \n 
ÝbanÃ. F¦nepw AsXhnsSbmsW¶v Atacn¡bnepff 
a¡Ä¡v Adnbmsa¶v A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v Dd¸mWv.

 FdWmIpf¯v h¶tXmsS FÃmhÀ¡pw hni¶p. 
hnam\w ]pds¸Sm³ C\nbpapïv aWn¡qdpIÄ. "\apt¡sX 
¦nepw tlm«enÂ Ibdn htÃmw Ign¡mw' A¶m½t¨S¯n 
A`n{]mbs¸«p. kv{XoIfpw Ip«nIfpw AXv icnsh¨p. ]pcp 
j·mÀ A\pIqen¨panÃ; {]XnIqen¨panÃ.

 Ip«¸mbnbpsS s\©nÂ sImÅnbm³ an¶n. AbmÄ 
Nn´n¨p: "ssZhta, FÃmw IqSn FdWmIpfs¯ h³InS 
tlm«enÂ tIdn Xn¶mÂ sNesh´mIpw! F¶mÂ ]ns¶ 
C§p t]m¶hgn hÃ \mS³ Nmb¡tSepw tIdmambncp¶p.'

 Ip«¸mbn Nn´n¨p Xocpwapt¼ ASp¯pÅ _lp 
\ne tlm«enÂ aäpÅhÀ Ibdn¡gnªp.

 `£Ww Ign¨pIgnªv Cd§pt¼mÄ Iuïdn\Sp 
s¯§pw A½m¨\pw Afnb·mcpÄ¸sSbpÅ ]pcpj·msc 
ImWm\nÃ. hÃ AXymlnXhpw kw`hn¨mÂ Hcp]nSn I¿n 
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encn¡s« F¶pw, XncnsI sImïpt]mImsa¶pw IcpXn  
_m¦nÂ \ns¶Sp¯ Iptd cq] Ip«¸mbn IcpXnbncp¶p. 
AXpsImSp¯v tlm«enÂ \n¶v ]ncnªp.

 hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ sN¶t¸mÄ Iv\m\mb It¯m 
en¡cpsS CSbnÂ {]kn²amb ]pcmX\¸m«pIfnse GXm 
\pw CucSnIfmWv A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS a\ÊnÂ:

  "DähcpSbhÀ _Ôp¡sfÃmcpw

    X§fn¯§fnet¼msS XgpIp¶p

    amÀh¯v amÀÆnSw amÀÆw \\bp¶p...'

  C{XbptamÀ¯t¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS I®pIÄ \nd 
ªp Xpfp¼n. AhÀ IqsSh¶ IpSpw_mwK§sf amtdmSp 
tNÀ¯p XgpIn. A½bpsS Ic¨nÂ a¡fntebv¡pw ]IÀ¶p.

  "a¡sf ImWptam lnµphnÂ t]mbmepw' F¶ hcn 
HmÀ¯psImïhÀ ]dªp: "a¡tf Rm³ Atacnt¡ t]mbm 
\n§sf ImWptam! \n§Ä IqsS¡qsS FgpXWw tIt«m.'

 Atacn¡bv¡v I¯bbv¡m³ Npcp§nbXv A©v 
cq]msb¦nepw apS¡Wsa¶v Adnbmsa¦nepw thÀ]mSnÂ 
hyk\n¡p¶ A½¨nsb hnjan¸n¡cpXtÃm F¶p IcpXn 
FÃmhcpw Xe Ipep¡n.

 A\pP¯n knÌÀ, D]tbmKn¨p sNfn ]nSn¸n¡msX 
Aaqey\n[nbmbn kq£n¨p sh¨ncp¶ PdpkteanÂ \nÀ 
½n¨ sIm´ tNS¯nbv¡v k½m\n¨p sImïp]dªp: "CXp 
amÀ¸m¸ sh©cn¨Xm tIt«m.'

 A¶m½t¨S¯n AXnse Ipcniv Npw_n¨n«v `àn 
]qÀÆw Igp¯neWnªp.

 Atacn¡bv¡v IqsS t]mIp¶ aebmfnIÄ tNS¯n 
tbmSv ]dªp: "tZ...ht¶... skIyqcnän sN¡nwKn\v hnfn 
¡p¶p.'

 ämäm sImSp¯v A¶m½t¨S¯n I®otcmsS bm{X 
bmbn. hnam\¯ntebv¡pÅ ]SnIÄ Ibdpt¼mÄ shfnbnÂ 
bm{Xbm¡m³ h¶hsc t\m¡n tNS¯n hoïpwhoïpw 
ämäm sImSp¯p. AXnÂ FhnsSbmWv Xsâ IpSpw_¡mÀ  
\nÂ¡p¶sX¶v am{Xw tNS¯n¡v \nÝbanÃmbncp¶p.

 A¶m½t¨S¯nsbbpw sImïv hnam\w ]d¶pb 
À¶p.

  "Xmtgbv¡p t\m¡nbmtem?' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. "th 
ï; Hcp]mSp s]m§n¡mWpw. Iotgm«v t\m¡o«v Xe Id§n 
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Xmsg hoWmtem!' AhÀ hnam\¯n\It¯bv¡v Xs¶ 
t\m¡nbncp¶p.

 Aev]w Ignªt¸mÄ hnam\¯n\pÅnÂ Hcp _
lfw. XSn¨v XmSnaoibpÅ Hcp sNdp¸¡mc³ bm{X¡mÀ¡v 
t\sc ssIt_mw_v s]m¡n¸nSn¨v AÚmXamb `mjbnÂ 
`ojWns¸Sp¯p¶p.

 asämcp¯³ tImIv]nänÂ t]mbn«pïmIpsa¶v B 
tcm ]dbp¶Xp tI«p.

 bm{X¡mÀ `b¶v hnd¨p. F´v sN¿Wsa¶dnbmsX 
A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw ]I¨ncp¶p. AcpXm¯ ImgvN ImWm 
Xncn¡m³ AhÀ I®pIfS¨p.

 knÌÀ k½m\n¨ sIm´bpsS Imcyw s]s«¶hÀ 
HmÀ¯p. `b¶phnd¨psImïv Igp¯nÂ InS¶ B sIm´ 
bnÂ ]nSn¨v tNS¯n Dds¡ \nehnfn¨p: "Fsâ amXmth!'

 DSs\ t_mw_v s]m«p¶ iÐw! hnam\w AXnthKw 
I¯n ISentebv¡v hogp¶p. A¶m½t¨S¯n Aedn¡ 
cªp.

 Bip]{XnbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS apdnbnepw sh 
fnbnepambn \n¶ P\saÃmw Ic¨nÂ tI«v InS¡bv¡cpIn 
te¡v HmSnh¶p.

 tNS¯nbpsS £W{]Imcw bm{X Ab¸v kZybnÂ 
]s¦Sp¡m³ h¶hcmbncp¶p AhÀ.

 Btcm sN¶v Uyq«n t\gv-kmb knÌdns\ hnfn¨p. 
Ahcpw HmSn h¶p.

 A¶m½t¨S¯n ssIImen«Sn¨v \o´m³ {ian¡p 
IbmWv.

 knÌÀ tNS¯nsb sasÃ hnfn¨pWÀ¯n.

 Xm³ ISeneÃ, InS¡bnemsW¶v hnizkn¡m³ 
AhÀ¡v {]bmkw. I®v Xpd¶t¸mÄ Npäpw _Ôp¡Ä.

 ASp¯p \n¶ Ip«¸mbnbpsS sNhnbnÂ tNS¯n 
a{´n¨p: "kmcanÃ, Rms\mcp In\mhv IïXm. GXmbmepw 
Rm\nt¸mÄ t]mIm¯Xv ssZh\nÝbam. \mfs¯ ]{X¯o 
t\m¡Ww, hÃ hnam\m]ItSmw Dïmtbm¶v.'

 ]ntäZnhkw ]{Xw ISw hm§n Ip«¸mbn Acn¨p s]
dp¡n hmbn¨p. ]t£ AXnÂ hnam\m]IS¯nsâ hmÀ¯ 
bnÃmbncp¶p.
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knÌÀ aocbpsS ]cnlmc \nÀt±iw
 A¶m½t¨S¯nsb Atacn¡bv¡v Ab¡m\pÅ 
bm{X Ab¸v kZybnÂ ]s¦Sp¡m³ tNS¯nbpsS Xs¶ 
£W{]Imcw Bip]{Xnbnse¯nbhÀ Ahsc Iïtijw 
shdpw hbtdmsS aS§n.

 ]ntä¶v cmhnse tUmÎÀ h¶t¸mÄ FIv-ktd ^nenw 
]cntim[n¨n«v ]dªp: "kmcanÃ; AØn¡v s]m«sem¶panÃ. 
C\n IptdsÈ ImepIp¯n \S¡mw. cïv aq¶mgvNbv¡pÅnÂ 
Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIms\m¡pw.'

 A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v kam[m\ambn. F¦nepw Imep 
\ne¯v sXmSpt¼mÄ thZ\. F§s\sb¦nepw \S¶v hnam\
t¯Â Ibdm³ ]äpambncps¶¦nÂ C¶pXs¶ A§v ]d 
¡mambncp¶p F¶hÀ Bin¨p.

 tNS¯n A¶pXs¶ Bip]{Xn hn«p. ho«nÂ h¶ 
t¸mÄ AbÂ¡mcnIÄ ImWm³ h¶p. ]pdsa klXm]w {]
ISn¸n¨ AhcpsS DÅnÂ ]cnlmkw; A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v 
hnjmZw.

 aq¶mw \mÄ, Atacn¡bnÂ \n¶v BZyambn AbÂ 
]¡s¯ I¨hS¡mc\mb tXmakptN«sâ ho«nÂ Ip«¸mbn 
s¡mcp t^m¬ ktµiw In«n: cïmgvN Ignªv XncphÃm 
¡mc³ NIncn¸d¼nÂ a¯¨³ F¶ AeIvknsâ kplr¯v 
\yqtbmÀ¡n\v aS§p¶pïv. Ahsâ IqsS A½¨n¡v eï³ 
hsc t]mImw. AhnsS \n¶v Ah³ A½¨nsb Nn¡mtKm 
bv¡pÅ hnam\¯nÂ Ibän hnSpw.

 "Itïm, A§\m kvt\lapÅ a¡Ä.' A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n A`nam\t¯msS ]dªp. "Fs¶ ImWm³ Ah\v 
[rXnbmbn.'

 "At¿m... At½ ImWm\pÅ [rXnsImïm¶paÃ.' 
an\ntamÄ¡v \mhS¡m³ IgnªnÃ. "At½sS bm{X amän 
shbv¡pt¼mse eqknbmâosS {]khw \o«nhbv¡ms\m 
¡ptam?'

 "AXmSo Fsâ Ignhv' A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw hn«nÃ. 
"Rm³ sN¶mÂ Fs¶s¡mïhÀ¡v D]ImctabpÅq. C 
hnStÃ \n§Ä¡v Rms\mc[nI¸äv.'

 A½¨nsb Atacn¡¡v Ab-bv¡m\pÅ Hm«w Ip« 
¸mbn ]p\xcmcw`n¨p. t^m¬ ktµia\pkcn¨v AbmÄ 
AeIvknsâ Iq«pImc³ NIcn¸d¼nÂ a¯¨s\ tXSn 
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XncphÃbv¡v t]mbn.

 AhnsS sN¶t¸mÄ a¯¨³ SmIvkn ]nSn¨v Ft§m 
t]mbncn¡pIbmWv. a¯¨sâ ]nXmhv kvIdnbm tN«³ \
hmKXs\ Iï]msS tNmZn¨p: "ChnSnt¸mÄ ]ecpw h¶p. 
IqSpXÂ Xcp¶hÀt¡ R§Ä sImSp¡q. kmÀ tUmfdns\
{X cq]m h¨p Xcpw?'

 "At¿m Rm³ B CS]mSpImc\Ã.' Ip«¸mbn ]d 
ªp. AhÀ hÀ¯am\w ]dªncn¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ a¯ 
¨³ sImïph¶ jnhmkv doKensâ Ip¸nbnÂ \n¶ev]w 
kvIdnbm tN«³ ]IÀ¶v sImSp¯p. At¸mÄ Ip«¸mbnbpsS 
a\Êv sXfnªp.

 A½bpsS bm{X kw_Ôn¨v cïpaq¶v {]mhiyw 
Ip«¸mbn XncphÃmbv¡p t]mtIïnh¶p.

 A¶m½t¨S¯n BZyw hSnIp¯nbpw ]n¶oSv hSn 
IqSmsX `n¯nbnepw taibnepw ]nSn¨pw ]ns¶ ]nSn hn«pw  
\S¶p. hnam\¯nte¡pÅ ]SnIÄ Nhn«n¡bdmsa¶v Ah 
À¡v ss[cyambn.

 tNS¯n Ct¸mÄ kq£n¨mWv \S¸v. F§m\pw X«n 
hoWmtem? ap¼v sX¶nhoW \SbnÂ hcpt¼mÄ IqSpXÂ 
kq£n¡pw.

 hÃ hnam\m]IShpw Dïmtbm F¶dnbphm³ AbÂ 
]¡¯p\n¶v ]{Xw ISw hm§n hmbn¨pt\m¡pw.

 kz]v\¯nÂ Iï A]ISw Xm³ t]mIpw ap¼v F 
hnsSsb¦nepw H¶v \S¶ncps¶¦nÂ kam[m\ambn t]mIm 
ambncp¶psh¶hÀ Nn´n¨ncp¶p. ImcWw, Bip]{XnbnÂ 
h¨pïmb kz]v\w Ahsc hÃmsX Ae«ns¡mïncp¶p.

 AXn\nSbnÂ A\pP¯n knÌÀ, tN¨nbpsS t£aa 
t\zjn¡phm³ hcp¶Xv AIse \n¶pXs¶ tNS¯n Iïp. 
knÌdnsâ I\ymkv{Xobmb tijapÅ t]cv tNS¯nbv¡n 
t¸mgpw \nÝbanÃ. adnbsa¶mbncp¶p AhfpsS amtamZo 
kmt¸cv. ho«nÂ adnbm¨nsb¶v hnfn¨ncp¶p. ]Ån¡qS¯nÂ 
tNÀ¯t¸mÄ AXv ]cnjv-Icn¨v tacnsb¶m¡n. I\ymkv 
{XobmIpt¼mÄ B¬-s]¬ XncnhnÃmsX hnip²cpsS t]
cmWv sImSp¡pI ]Xnhv. GXmbmepw ]pWyhmftâXÃ.  
]pWyhXnbpsS t]cv In«nbmÂ aXnsb¶v Xm³ ]dªp.

 At¸mÄ s\mhotjyänembncp¶ adnbm¨n ]dªp: 
"Ct¸mÄ Imew amdn tN¨o. t]cv XncsªSp¡m³ R§ 
Ä¡p kzmX{´yapïv. Gähpw AXym[p\nI t]cpIÄ R 
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§Ä X¸ns¡mïncn¡m.'

 "At¸mÄ Ft´m¶p t]cm \o FSp¡p¶Xv?' tNS¯n 
tNmZn¨p.

 "AsXms¡ clkyam. Fsâ DSp¸nSoen\v sa{Xm\ 
¨³ hnfn¡p¼w tIt«m.'

 DSp¸nSoÂ IÀa¯n\nSbnÂ sa{Xm\¨³ HutZymKn 
Iambn {]Jym]n¨p: "adnbm¨o, C¶p apXÂ \nsâ t]À 
knÌÀ aocm F¶mbncn¡pw.'

    AXp tI«t¸mÄ ssZhmeb¯nepïmbncp¶ `à 
P\w NncnbS¡m³ \t¶ ]mSps]«p. aäp NnecpsS ]pXnb 
t]cpIÄ tI«t¸mÄ NnecpsS AS¡n¸nSn¨ncp¶ Nncn \nb 
{´Ww hn«pt]mbn.

    DSp¸nSoÂ Ignªp knÌÀ aocm ho«nÂ h¶t¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n kv-t\lt¯msS "knÌÀ aotc'¶p hnfn¨Xv 
]niIn sXdnbmbnt¸mbn. A_²¯nÂ h¶ sXän\v £a 
tNmZn¨ tNS¯n AXnÂ¸ns¶ ]gb adnbm¨nsb¶ t]tc 
hnfn¡q.

 "FtâSo, Ct¸mgs¯ ]ntÅcpsS t]cv CXnepw Ffp 
¸amWtÃm!' tNS¯n BbnsS knÌdnt\mSv ]dªp.

 knÌÀ A`nam\t¯msS adp]Sn sImSp¯p: "Ct¸m 
gs¯ ]pXnb Z¼XnIÄ. R§fpsS t]cp t\m¡nbm Ah 
cpsS Ip«nIÄ¡v t]cnSp¶Xv. AsXmcp tkh\atÃ?'

 "AXp Xs¶...!' A¶m½t¨S¯n AÀt°mànbnÂ 
Xe Ipep¡n.

 knÌÀ XpSÀ¶p: "am{XaÃ, ]gb ]pWymf·mcpsS 
t]cv kzoIcn¨mÂ Htct]cnÂ ]e hnip²cmIpw. ]ns¶ 
FÃmhtcbpw Xncn¨dnbm³ kzÀKob aWhmf\pw hnizm 
knIÄ¡pw _p²nap«mIpw. Fsâ adnbsa¶ amtamZokmt¸ 
cn\v "aocm' tbmPn¡pw. CXpw amXmhnsâ asämcp t]cm. 
AXpsImïv amXmhnsâ Xncp¶msfÃmw Fsâ ^oÌpam.'

 CsXÃmtamÀ¯v A¶m½t¨S¯n Nncn¨p sImïncn 
¡pt¼mÄ knÌÀ ASps¯¯n. cïpt]cpw Ipiew ]dbp 
¶Xn\nSbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n Xs¶ t]Sn¸n¡p¶ t]¡n 
\mhnsâ Imcyw NÀ¨bvs¡Sp¯p. tNS¯n ]dªp: "CXn\v 
Rms\´mWv sNt¿ïsX¶p adnbm¨n ]d.'

 B§fbpsSbpw Xsâbpw ho«nse GXp {]iv\¯n 
\pw ]cnlmcw \nÀt±in¡p¶Xpw IpSpw_Imcy§Ä Hs«ms¡ 
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Xocpam\n¡p¶Xpw knÌÀ aocbmWv. DSp¸n«\mÄ apXÂ 
AhÄs¡§s\tbm KpWtZmjn¡m\pÅ hcw In«n.

 Øm]\§fnse AUvanj³ Imcy§fnepw knÌ 
dnsâ sd¡satâj\mWv Hc¯mWn. IpSp_{]iv\§fnÂ 
knÌdnsâ \nÀt±i§Ä hfsc ^e{]ZamWv. CsXms¡ 
HmÀ¯v hniZambn Nn´n¡m³ AhÀ¡v aT¯nsâ Nm¸enÂ 
kuIcyhpw AXn\v thïXne[nIw kabhpapïtÃm F¶v 
A¶m½t¨S¯n Nn´n¨p.

 knÌÀ Xsâ bqWnt^mansâ Ae¦mcambn Ac 
s¡«nÂ Xq¡nbn«ncn¡p¶ sh«n¯nf§p¶ sIm´bpsS 
Aäw I¿nseSp¯v Npgäns¡mïp ]dªp: "tN¨n t]mIp¶ 
Znhkw \S Xpds¶mcp t\À¨ IpÀ_m\bpw acn¨pt]mb 
tN«\p thïn Hcp H¸okpw sNmÃn¨mÂ aXn.'

 A\pP¯nbpsS D]tZiw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡p ss[ 
cyw ]IÀ¶p. t]mIm\pÅ ZnhkaSp¯t¸mÄ Ip«¸mbn 
A½¨ntbmSv ]dªp: "C\nbnt¸mÄ Btcw hnfn¨p Xte¶v 
sshIn«v ]mÀ«n sImSp¡ï. Hcp Imtdm Pot¸m ]nSn¨v \½Ä 
cïmfpw IqSn sIm¨n¡v t]mbm aXn.'

 tNS¯nbv¡pw AXv kzoImcyambn.

 Atacn¡bv¡v ]pds¸Sp¶ Znhkw cmhnse A¶m 
½t¨S¯n ]Xnhpt]mse ]Ånbnte¡p t]mbn. t]mIpw 
hgn \SIfnÂ X«nhogmsX kq£n¨v Ibdpt¼mÄ Iq«pImcn 
Nn¶½sb Iïp.

 A¶m½t¨S¯n A`yÀ°n¨p: "Nn¶t½, Rm\n¶ 
§pt]mIphm. F\n¡p thïn {]tXyIw {]mÀ°n¡tW'

 Nn¶½ ]dªp: "XoÀ¨bmbpw. ]ns¶ Cs¶sâ A½ 
acn¨ Ah[nbm. IpÀ_m\ Ignªv Hscm¸okv sNmÃm³ 
Rm³ ImtiÂ¸n¨n«pïv. t\tcmsï¦n AXnÂ ]s¦Sp¯v 
A½bv¡v thïn¡qSn H¶v {]mÀ°n¡tW.'

 AXp tI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS apJ¯ns\m 
cp hm«w; acn¨hsc HmÀ¯n«Ã. CShIbnse hnImcn Hcp 
sNdp¸¡mc\m. At§À¡v Nne \nÀ_Ô§fpïv. AXn 
sem¶v ]ÅnbnÂ IpÀ_m\sb XpSÀ¶v Hcp H¸okv am{Xta 
sNmÃpIbpÅp. H¶nÂ IqSpXÂ H¸okn\v ]Ww In«nbmÂ 
AXv ASp¯Znhk§fnte sNmÃn¯oÀ¡q.

 A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp: "At¸m... \SXpd¶ IpÀ 
_m\bv¡pw Fsâ `À¯mhn\pw thïn Rm\pw ]Ww Gev 
]n¨n«pïtÃm'
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    AXp tI«t¸mÄ Nn¶½bpsS apJhpw hmSn. "A¨\n¶v 
BcpsS H¸okmWmthm sNmÃpI?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pw 
Nn¶½bv¡pw ]e hnNmcambn.

 knÌÀ ]dªXpt]mse "AÑ\n¶v Fsâ `À¯m 
hn\v thïn H¸okv sNmÃnbnsÃ¦nÂ kz]v\¯nset¸mse 
§m³...?' AXv Nn´n¡m³ t]mepw tNS¯n¡v IgnhnÃ.

]pds¸Spw aps¼mcp Ip¼kmcw
 A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw Nn¶½bpw ]e hnNmct¯msS 
]ÅnbnÂ Ibdnbt¸mÄ sNdp¸¡mc\mb hnImcnb¨³ IpÀ 
_m\bv¡v ap¼mbn Ip¼kmc¡q«nencn¡p¶p. AÑs\ Iï 
t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v Ip¼kmcn¡Ww F¶ptXm¶n. 
AÑ³ Ip¼kmc¡q«nÂ an\s¡«ncn¡p¶Xv ImWpt¼mÄ  
]tïXs¶ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡pÅ Hcp kz`mhamWv A¨s\ 
an\s¡Sp¯msX Bhiyapsï¦nepw CsÃ¦nepw Ip¼kmcn 
¡pI F¶Xv.

    Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp¶ ZnhkambXn\mÂ,  t]mcm¯ 
Xn\v kz]v\¯nteXpt]mse hnam\m]IS¯n\p km[yX 
bpÅXn\mÂ, Ip¼kmcn¡m³ Xs¶ tNS¯n \nÝbn¨p. 
am{XaÃ, Atacn¡bnse kmbn¸¨·mcpsS ASp¯v Ip¼ 
kmcn¡ms\m¡ptam, AhnsS Ip¼kmcaptïm Fs¶m¶pw 
tNS¯n¡v \nÝbhpanÃ.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Ip¼kmcn¡m³ Fgpt¶ät¸mÄ 
Nn¶½ Ip¼kmc¡q«nte¡v \o§n¡gnªp. X«n hogpsa¶ 
`oXnad¶v Nn¶½sb sh«n¨p tNS¯n Hä¡pXn¸nÂ Ip¼ 
kmc¡q«nÂ H¶mw Øm\s¯¯n.

    \m¡n³Xp¼¯ncp¶ ]m]§fpsS ]Xnhp enÌv Bcw 
`n¨p. A¶m½t¨S¯nsb Iï]msS ]m]tamN\w \Â 
Im³ t^mÀapebpambn AÑsâ  ssIIfpw DbÀ¶p. tNS¯n 
]dbpwapt¼ AhÀ ]dbm³ Ccn¡p¶ enÌv A¨\dnbmw. 
enÌnÂ ]nghp]än A¶m½t¨S¯n X¸nbmÂ hn«pt]mbh 
A¨³ HmÀ¸n¡pw; tNS¯n Nncn¨psImïv k½Xn¡pIbpw 
sN¿pw. A¨sâ  D]tZihpw IÂ¸n¡p¶ {]mbÝn¯hpw 
BinÀhmZ{]mÀ°\bpw A¶m½t¨S¯n¡pw tIÄ¡Wsa 
¶nÃ; AhÀ¡pw AXv ImWm¸mTamWv.
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    hÃ ImcW¯mÂ A¨³ {]mbÝn¯w ]dbphm³ 
ad¶pt]mbmÂ tNS¯n At§m«p tNmZn¡pw, A¨m C¶ 
XtÃ Rm³ sNt¿ï {]mbÝn¯sa¶v. A§s\ sshZy\v 
tcmKnbpsS AkpJhpw tcmKn¡v sshZysâ acp¶pw ImWm 
]mTamWv.

    A¶p Ip¼kmcw Ignªv Ip¼kmc¡q«nÂ h¨p 
Xs¶ A¶m½t¨S¯n A¨t\mSv ]dªp: "At¨m, C¶m 
Rm³ Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp¶sX¶dnbmatÃm. {]tXyIw  
{]mÀ°n¡tW.' {]mÀ°n¡msa¶ AÀ°¯nÂ A¨³ Xe 
Ipep¡n.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS B A`yÀ°\ Hcp KpWw sN 
bvXp. IpÀ_m\bv¡v BapJambn AÑ³ ]ckyambn ]d 
ªp: "{]nbs¸«htc, \½psS CShI¡mcnbpw Cu CShI 
bv¡p]Imcnbpamb sXt¡XnÂ A¶½t¨S¯n C¶v Atacn 
¡bv¡v t]mIpIbmWv. AhcpsS \ntbmK{]ImcamWv Cu 
_en AÀ¸n¡p¶Xpw. tNS¯nbpsS bm{X awKfIcamIp¶ 
Xn\pw, AXv AhÀ¡pw AhcpsS IpSpw_¯n\pw Cu CSh 
Ibv¡pw KpWIcamIp¶Xn\pthïn {]mÀ°n¡Wsa¶v A`y 
À°n¡p¶p.' A¨³ _en Bcw`n¨p.

    BapJw tI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS Dbcw Hcp 
apgw hÀ²n¨p. AhÀ Npäpw HfnI®n«p t\m¡n; an¡hcpw 
IpÀ_m\bneÃ X¶nemWv {i²n¡p¶Xv. [cn¨ncp¶ ]pXnb 
IhWnbpw apïpw DSbmsX tNS¯n H¶pIqSn t\scbm¡n. 
ASp¯p\n¶ Nne kv{XoIÄ tNS¯nbpsS IhWnbnse 
Ikhnepw ]qhnepw Imbnepsams¡ AkqbtbmsS kv]À 
in¨psImïncp¶p.

    IpÀ_m\ kab¯v tNS¯ns¡mcp kwibw: CS 
hIbv¡v D]ImcnbmWv Xms\¶v A¨³ hntijn¸n¨sX´v? 
CXphsc ]Ånsb F§s\ hln¡msa¶ÃmsX klmbn 
¡m³ A¶m½t¨S¯ntbm acn¨pt]mb `À¯mthm Nn´n¨n 
«nÃ. a¡fpw  H¶pw sNbvXn«nÃ.

    Xsâ bm{X CShIbv¡v KpWIcamIp¶Xn\p {]mÀ 
°n¡phm\pw A¨³ ]dªsX´v? Xm³ Atacn¡bv¡v t]m 
bmÂ CShIbv¡v F´v KpWw In«m\msW¶v F{X Nn´n 
¨n«pw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v D¯cw In«p¶nÃ.

    tNS¯nbpsS Nn´ asämcp hnjb¯nte¡v IqSn 
IS¶p. \S Xpd¶v IpÀ_m\ F¶v ]dªXn\mÂ AÑ³ 
cïp cq] IqSpXÂ hm§n¨p. F¶n«p \S FhnsSbmWmthm 
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Xpd¶Xv? F´mbmepw t\À¨btÃ; t]mbXv t]ms«¶p sh¨p.

    IpÀ_m\ Xocpw apt¼ ]ehnNmcw asäm¶nte¡mbn. 
Xsâ `À¯mhnsâ \ntbmK¯nepÅ H¸okmtWm A¨³ 
sNmÃpI? Hcp]t£ IpÀ_m\ XtâXmbXn\mÂ H¸okpw 
XtâXmbncn¡pw. AsÃ¦nÂ Nn¶½bpsS A½bpsS acW 
hmÀjnIambXn\mÂ, IpÀ_m\ Xsâ \ntbmK¯nÂ sNmÃnb 
ØnXn¡v tkmjyenksa¶ \nebnÂ C¶s¯ H¸okv 
AhÀ¡mIptam? AXp Xncn¨dnbms\mcp amÀKw s]s«¶v 
tNS¯nbpsS a\ÊnÂ sXfnªp. H¸okn\nSbnÂ Zmk³ / 
Zmkn, ktlmZc³ / ktlmZcn F¶o ]Z{]tbmK§fpïtÃm. 
Ah Btcm Adnªp tNÀ¯XmsW¶v A¶m½t¨¯nbv¡v 
At¸mÄ tXm¶n. A¨³ ktlmZc³ F¶v D]tbmKn¨mÂ 
H¸okv Xsâ `À¯mhn\v; ktlmZcn F¶p]tbmKn¨mÂ Nn 
¶½bpsS A½bv¡v.

    H¸okv kab¯v A¶m½t¨S¯n ImXpIqÀ¸n¨n 
cp¶p. Zmk³ AYhm Zmknsb¶ ]Z{]tbmKw h¶t¸mÄ 
A¨³ [rXnbnÂ sNmÃnbXn\mÂ Hcp ]nSnbpw In«nbnÃ. 
ktlmZc³ / ktlmZcn F¶ `mKw h¶t¸mgpw A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n¡pw Nn¶½bv¡pw ]nSnsImSp¡msX A¨³ kaÀ° 
ambn c£s¸«p. At¸mÄ tNS¯nbpw Nn¶½bpw tNmZy 
cqt]W ]pcnIapbÀ¯n ]ckv]cw t\m¡n.

    ]ÅnbnÂ Ignªnd§nbt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v 
tXm¶n. A¨³ Xs¶¡pdn¨v C{Xbpw ]dªXtÃ; kvXpXn 
sNmÃn bm{X]dªp t]mtb¡mw. AhÀ k¦oÀ¯nbpsS 
`mKt¯¡v \S¡m³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ AXm A¨³ Xs¶ 
t¯Sn Ct§m«phcp¶p. ]ÅnbnÂ h¶ P\w ]ncnsª¦nepw 
NneÀ Xsâbpw A¨sâbpw NpäpwIqSn. ]ÅnbnÂ Bcw 
`n¡m³ Dt±in¡p¶ Hcp ]pXnb \nÀ½mW]²Xn Npäpw 
IqSnb BfpIÄ tIÄs¡ A¨³ AhXcn¸n¨p.

    Ct¸mÄ ]ÅnIfnÂ Hcp ]cnjv-Imcw XpS§nbn«pïv. 
a®nÂ Ipgn¨nSp¶ iht¡m«bv¡p ]Icw tIm¬{IoäpsIm 
ïv \nÀ½n¨v, \nc\ncbmbn ]e X«pIfnembn a\pjysc 
AS¡p¶ thmÄ«v. AXp \nÀ½n¡p¶Xv kw_Ôn¨v A¶m 
½t¨S¯nbpsS A`n{]mbamWv A¨\dntbïXv. \mfnXp 
hsc Xt¶msS¶Ã, CShIbnse Hcp kv{XotbmSpw ]Ån 
¡mcy§fnÂ A`n{]mbw tNmZn¡pItbm, s]mXptbmK¯n 
epw I½änIfnepw tNÀ¡pItbm sN¿m¯ A¨\nÂ h¶ 
amäw Iïv A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibw tXm¶n. Xm\n 
t¸mÄ CShIbnse {]apJhyànbmbn XoÀt¶m F¶p 
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t]mepw AhÀ kwibn¨p.

    hnImcnb¨\pw CShI¡mcpw adp]Snbv¡mbn Xs¶ 
Däp t\m¡p¶p. H«pw sshImsX A¶m½t¨S¯n adp]Sn 
sImSp¯p: "AXp \Ã BibamWt¨m. ]ns¶ Hcp kwibw. 
Fsâ `À¯mhv iht¡m«bnse a®nÂ agbpw shbneptaäv 
InS¡m³ XpS§nbn«v hÀjw Ipsdbmbn. B Ip{´mïw ]
WnXp Ignbpt¼mÄ At§sc am´nsbSp¯v AXn\I¯p 
shbv¡ms\m¡ptam?'

    B tNmZyw hnImcnb¨³ {]Xo£n¨XÃ. s]s« 
¶v At±lw H¶mtemNn¨p\n¶p. CShI¡mcpsSbpw A¶m 
½t¨S¯nbpsSbpw I®pIÄ A¨sâ  apJt¯¡v Xncnªp.

]ÅnbnÂ \n¶v In«nb 
F«nsâ  ]Wn!

 AÂ]w BtemNn¨tijw hnImcnbN¨³ ]dªp: 
"thmÄ«nÂ ihw h¨mÂ AXv Øncambn InS¡m³ ]änÃ. Hcp 
duïv XoÀ¶mÂ Abmsf ]pdInepÅ Ipgnbnte¡v XÅnbn«v 
ASp¯ Bfns\ hbv¡pw. CXphfsc ]Ws¨ehpÅ \nÀ½m 
WambXn\mÂ hntZi¯pÅ CShI¡mcpsS klIcWw {]
Xo£nt¨ ]Wnbm³ ]äq. A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ 
sNÃpt¼mÄ a¡tfmSp ]dªv Imcyamsbmcp XpI Ab¨mÂ 
]Wn Xocpt¼mÄ \n§sfs¡mïpXs¶ DÂLmS\w sN 
¿n¡mw.'

    Kucht¯msSbmWv A¨\Xp ]dªsX¦nepw tI«p 
\n¶hÀ Dds¡ Nncn¨p. A¶m½t¨S¯n ]cn{`an¨p.

    A¨³ Xncp¯n hyàam¡n: "Rm\pt±in¨Xv tNS 
¯nsb AS¡msa¶Ã; `À¯mhns\ hbv¡msa¶m.'

    A¨³ tNS¯nsb ]Ån apdnbnte¡v Iq«nsImïp 
t]mbn; ItkcbnÂ \nÀ_Ôn¨v Ccp¯n. tNS¯nbpsS a¡ 
Ä¡v kvt\lmt\zjWw sImSp¡Wsa¶pw CShIbpsS `m 
hn AhcnemsW¶pw ]dªt¸mÄ tNS¯n¡v hnizkn 
¡m³ {]bmkw. Hcp \nÀt±iw IqSn A¨³ h¨p: "\½psS 
]ÅnbnÂ D]tbmKn¡p¶Xv ]gb \mS³ lmÀtamWnbam 
sW¶dnbmatÃm. tNS¯n Atacn¡bnÂ \n¶pt]mcpt¼mÄ, 
AsÃ¦nÂ AhnsS \n¶v Bsc¦nepw hcpt¼mÄ, a¡tfmSp 
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]dªv Hcp CeIv-t{SmWnIv lmÀtamWnbw sImïph¶mÂ 
sImÅmw. AXn\hnsS Adp]tXm Fgp]tXm tUmftd hne 
hcq. sImïphcm³ hfsc HXp¡hpapïv. Rm³ ]dsª 
t¶bpÅq; \nÀ_Ôn¡p¶nÃ.'

 A¨³ ]pXnb Bhiy§Ä C\nbpw Iïp]nSn¨v 
AhXcn¸n¡pwap¼v AhnsS \n¶pw Øew hn«mÂ aXnsb 
¶mbn A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v. AhÀ ]dªp: "At¨m, F¶mÂ 
Rm\n\n t]ms«. sIm¨obv¡pSt\ ]pds¸SWw.'

 "A¶m½t¨S¯n C¶v Fsâ IqsSbncp¶v Im¸n 
IpSn¨n«v t]mbmÂ aXn.' AÑ\v \nÀ_Ôw.

    Cu A¨³ C{X kvt\lapÅh\msW¶v CXn\p 
ap³s]mcn¡epw tNS¯n¡v tXm¶nbn«nÃ. A¨s\ A\pk 
cn¡WatÃm Ft¶mÀ¯v AhÀ k½Xn¨p.

    A¨³ `£Ww Ign¡mdpÅXv ASp¯pÅ aT¯nÂ 
\n¶mbXn\mÂ Ccphcpw At§m«v \S¶p. BZyambn A¨ 
t\msSm¸w \S¡pt¼mÄ tNS¯n Npäpw It®mSn¨p, X§Ä 
t]mIp¶Xv Bsc¦nepw ImWp¶ptïm F¶dnbm³. Dïv, 
ImWp¶pïv. Xms\mcp henb hyànbmsW¶v tNS¯n¡v 
hoïpw tXm¶n.

    aT¯nÂ sN¶t¸mÄ hn`hkar²amb {]`mX`£ 
Ww A¨\pw tNS¯n¡pw thïn tai\ndsb hnf¼n sh 
¨ncn¡p¶p. Xsâ  hchv knkv-tägv-kv F§s\tbm ap³Iq«n 
Adnªn«psï¶v tNS¯n¡v a\Ênembn.

 A¨\pw A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw ItkcIfnÂ Ccp¶p. 
knkv-tägv-kv Npäpw \n¶v kpkvtachZ\cmbn tNS¯nsb 
Bcm[\m]qÀÆw t\m¡n. aZÀ Blmcw \nÀ_Ôn¨p hnf¼n 
s¡mSp¯psImïncp¶p.

    A¨\v \mS³ ]elmc§fmWnãw. AXn\mÂ X\n 
¡pthïn knkv-tägv-kv F®¸elmc§fpw \nc¯nbn«pïv. 
knkv-tägv-kn\v Xt¶mSn{X ImcyamsW¶v tNS¯n A¶mWv 
a\Ênem¡p¶Xv.

    bm{X ]dªv t]mIm\nd§nbt¸mÄ aZÀ tNS¯nsb 
sI«n¸nSn¨v D½ sImSp¯n«v kv-t\lt¯msS tNmZn¨p: "C\n 
F¶m X½nÂ ImWpI?'

 "Hcp sImÃamIp¼w Rm³ C§p t]mcpw.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n sXsÃm¶p kwibn¨p \n¶p. knkv-
tägv-kv F´psImïmWv Xt¶mSn{X kvt\lw ImWn¡p¶Xv? 
Hcp]t£ A\pP¯n I\ymkv{Xo BbXpsImïmbncn¡mw.
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    At¸mÄ Xamicq]¯nÂ aZÀ tNmZn¨p: "tNS¯n 
Atacn¡bnÂ \n¶p hcpt¼mÄ R§Äs¡´m sImïph 
tcïXv F¶v tNmZn¨nÃtÃm?'

 "B... t\cm... B Imcyw... Rm\§v hn«pt]mbn...' tN 
«¯n X¸n¯Sªp ]dsªm¸n¨p.

 "Hm.. CãapÅXv sImïph¶mÂ aXn. ]ns¶ Nm¸ 
enÂ hbv¡m³ ]änb \Ã t^mdn³ knÂ¡p ]qhv AhnsS 
In«pw. AXpsImïph¶mÂ \n§fpsS HmÀ½bv¡v hmSm 
aecmbn kq£n¡mambncp¶p'

    BhiyapÅ t^mdn³ km[\§fpsS ]«nI \otï 
¡ptam F¶p `b¶v tNS¯n ]dªp: "At¿m... t\cw t]m 
Wp... Rm³ t]ms«. A¨\pw knkv-tägv-kpw F\n¡pthïn  
{]tXyIw {]mÀ°n¡tW'

   "AXv ]ns¶ ]dbm\ptïm!' FÃmhcpw IqSnbmWXv 
]dªXv.

    At¸mÄ Hcp sI«p I¯pIÄ aZÀ tNS¯nsb GÂ 
¸n¨psImïp ]dªp: "Atacnt¡ sNÃp¼w a¡tfmSv ]
dªv X]meneb¨mÂ aXn. AhnSp¶mIpt¼mÄ Imcyamb 
]W¨nehv hcnÃ. tNS¯n Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp¶psh¶v 
tI«v aT¯nepÅ ktlmZcnamscÃmw HcmgvNbmbn an\s¡ 
s«gpXnb I¯pIfmbncp¶p Ah.

   tNS¯n kpkv-tachZ\bmbn I¯pIÄ hm§ns¡m 
ïv ]dªp: "Rm³ sN¶mÂ DSs\ Abt¨mfmw. CXpt]m 
se Hcp]mSv I¯pIÄ ]ecpw Fs¶ GÂ¸n¨n«pïv.'

    ]Ånbv¡p am{XaÃ, aT¯n\pw Xms\mcp D]Imcn 
bmbtÃm F¶ kwXr]vXntbmsS tNS¯n ho«nte¡v kq 
£n¨p \S¶p. A¶m½t¨S¯n ho«nse¯nbt¸mÄ sshIn 
h¶XnÂ Ip«¸mbn tZjys¸«p. s]¬a¡fpw B§fbpw 
AhcpsS IpSpw_mwK§fpw knÌÀ aocbpw AbÂ¡mcpw 
IqSn hoSpw apähpw \ndsb BfpIÄ. Xsâ bm{Xbb¸n\v 
h¶ P\¡q«s¯ Iït¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS lrZbw Ipfnc 
Wnªp. hnhml¯n\p tijw Xsâ  t]cnÂ BfpIÄ IqSp 
¶Xv CXmZyamWv.

    apä¯v ]mÀ¡v sNbvXncn¡p¶ Po¸nÂ tNS¯n¡v 
sImïpt]mIm\pÅ s]«nIÄ Ibänsh¨p Ignªncn¡p¶p.

   knÌÀ aocbpsS t\XrXz¯nÂ apdnbnÂ Ibdn {]mÀ 
°\bpw sI«n¸nSn¨p D½ sImSp¡epw Ignªv A¶m½ 
t¨S¯nbpw Ip«¸mbnbpw Po¸nÂ Ibdn.
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    FdWmIpfw- sIm¨n {]tZi§Ä ImWm¯ Ip«nIÄ 
IqsS t]mcm³ Ic¨nÂ. AXnÂ cïv hncpX·mÀ Po¸nÂ  
]nSn¨p Ibdnbt¸mÄ Ip«¸mbnbpsS \nÀt±i{]Imcw ss{U 
hÀ Po¸v sIm¨nbv¡v hn«p.

    hnam\¯mhf¯nse¯n s]«nIÄ Xq¡nbt¸mÄ Ah 
bv¡v \nÝnX `mc¯nÂ IqSpXÂ Xq¡w. H¶pInÂ A[nI 
¡qen sImSp¡Ww; AsÃ¦nÂ Ipsd km[\§Ä XncnsI 
FSp¯p `mcw Ipdbv¡Ww F¶v A[nIrXÀ \nÀtZin¨p.

    XncphÃm¡mc³ a¯¨t\mSv tNmZn¨t¸mÄ AbmÄ 
]dªp: "tNS¯nbpsS s]«n¡v `mc¡pdhmbncn¡psa¶pw 
AXn\mÂ Hcpan¨v Xq¡msa¶pw IcpXn Rm\pw Iptd IqSp 
XÂ sImïpt]m¶p. s]«n¡v ̀ mcw IqSnbmÂ t_mws_bnepw 
]Ww sImSpt¡ïnhcpw. AXpsImïv Hcp Imcyw sN¿v; 
s]«nbnÂ \n¶v Ipsd km[\§Ä XncnsI FSp¡v.'

    Ip«¸mbn Hcp \nanjw BtemNn¨n«v tNS¯ntbmSp 
]dªp: "CXnÂ ap¡mÂ`mKhpw a[ytIcf¯nÂ \n¶v 
Nn¡mtKmhnÂ DÅ aebmfnIÄ¡v sImSp¡m³ _Ôp¡ 
tfev]n¨ I¸bpw am§ms¯meoaS§p¶ `mÞ§fm. Ah 
scsbms¡ C\n tXSn¸nSn¨v aS¡nsImSp¡mXncn¡ms\m 
¡ptam? AXpsImïv \½Ä Dïm¡nb km[\§Ä C§p 
XncnsI FSp¡mw.'

   a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS tNS¯n AXn\p hg§n. A§s\ 
A½¨n A\pP·mÀ¡v thïn {]tXyIw X¿mÀ sNbvX ]e 
lmc§Ä Ip«¸mbn kt´mjt¯msS XncnsIsImïp 
t]mbn.

    A¶m½ tN«¯nsbbpw sImïv hnam\w ]d¶p 
bÀ¶t¸mÄ Ft´m AhÀs¡mcp hn½n«w.

A¼c¸n¨ hnam\bm{X
 hnam\w ]d¶pbÀ¶t¸mÄ A\p`hs¸« hn½n«w 
BZyw BtcmSpw tNS¯n ]dªnÃ. F¶mÂ IqSps¶¶v 
tXm¶nbt¸mÄ AhÀ aSn¡msX ASp¯ncp¶ a¯¨t\mSv 
]dªp: "tamt\... Ft´m F\ns¡mcp{]bmkw t]mse.'

 "t]Sn¡ms\m¶panÃ.' a¯¨³ ]dªp. "BZyambn 
hnam\¯nÂ Ibdpt¼mÄ NneÀ¡nXv kzm`mhnIamWv. ssh 
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ImsX CXp amdns¡mÅpw.'

 Aev]w Ignªt¸mÄ FbÀ tlmÌkpIÄ FÃmh 
À¡pw `£Ww hnf¼n. ho«nÂ \n¶v ]pds¸«XnÂ ]ns¶ 
Blmcw Ign¡mXncp¶Xn\mÂ tNS¯nbv¡v \t¶ hni 
¡p¶pïmbncp¶p. F¦nepw FbÀtlmÌkv `£Ww h¨v 
\o«nbt¸mÄ tN«¯n thsï¶v ]dªp. tNS¯n Npäp]m 
Spw t\m¡nbt¸mÄ hnam\¯nepÅhscÃmw `£Ww hm§n 
apdbv¡v Ign¡p¶p.

 Blmcw Ign¨p sImïncp¶ a¯¨t\mSv A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p: "tamt\, Cu `£W¯n\v F{X cq]m 
sImSp¡Ww?'

 "At¿m.. A½¨o CXv {^obm.  F¶ph¨mÂ \½psS 
Sn¡änÂ CXnsâ hne DÄs¸«n«pïv.'

    AXp tI«t¸mÄ tNS¯nbv¡v "A¿Sm'¶mbn. AhÀ 
]dªp: "Fsâ tams\, Rmt\mÀ¯p CXn\p thsd Imip 
sImSp¡Wsa¶v. Fsâ I¿nÂ A[nIw ]WanÃ. hnam\
t¯¶mIp¼w henb hnebmsb¦ntem¶v IcpXn...'

 "Hm, Rmt\mÀ¯p, A½¨n¡pïmb hn½n«w sImïv 
Ign¡m³ taemªn«v hm§mXncp¶XmsW¶v.' CXv ]dªn«v 
a¯¨\pSs\ `£Ww hnXcWw sNbvXpXocmdmb Hcp Fb 
ÀtlmÌkns\ hnfn v̈ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pw Blmcw thW 
sa¶v Bhiys¸«p. In«nb `£WsaÃmw tNS¯n Ign¨p.

    hoªp thWtam F¶v FbÀ tlmÌkv tNmZn¨t¸mÄ 
a¯¨³ tNS¯n¡v AXv ]cn`mjs¸Sp¯ns¡mSp¯p. tN 
S¯n aZy]n¡mdnsÃ¦nepw Sn¡änÂ AXnsâbpw hne DÄ 
s¸«n«pÅXn\mÂ \ãs¸Spt¯ïtÃm F¶p IcpXn AXp 
hm§n.

    AXnÂ \n¶v Hcp Ihnfnd¡nbt¸mtgbv¡pw FbÀ 
tlmÌkv AXn\v ]Ww tNmZn¨p. tNS¯n A¼c¶p: "A¸w... 
CXv {^obtÃ?' AhÀ a¯¨t\mSv tNmZn¨p.

    "Hm AXv ]dbm³ Rm³ hn«pt]mbn. CXn\v ]Ww 
sImSp¡Ww.'

   tNS¯n DSs\ hoªp ¥mskSp¯v tlmÌkn\v t\
sc \o«n ]¨aebmf¯nÂ Acnis¸«p ]dªp: "F\n¡v  
\n§sS hoªpw thï, Hcp Ipt´mw thï.'

    tlmÌkn\v Imcyw a\knembnÃ. \mWt¡Smhcp 
XtÃm Ft¶mÀ v̄ a¯¨³ AXn\v ]Ww sImSp¯p; hoªp 
tNS¯nbv¡pw \evIn.
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    hnam\¯nÂ CbÀ t^mWneqsS Cw¥ojv Km\§Ä 
tIÄ¡p¶ hn[w a¯¨³ tNS¯nsb ImWn¨p sImSp¯p. 
hoªnsâ elcnbnembn¡gnª A¶m½t¨S¯n ]m«nsâ 
Xmf¯ns\m¯v BSpIbpw ssIImepIÄ Nen¸n¡pIbpw 
sNbvXpsImïncp¶p. hnam\¯nÂ ImWn¨ kn\nabpw AhÀ 
BkzZn¨p.

    hnam\w t_mws_bnÂ Cd§n. ]n¶oSv A´ÀtZiob 
hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ \n¶v asämcp henb hnam\¯nÂ a¯ 
¨\pw tNS¯nbpw Ibdn. AXnÂ \n¶v e`n¨ `£Whpw 
tNS¯n hm§n.

    `À¯mhv Pohn¨ncps¶¦nÂ At§À¡pw C¶v Xsâ 
IqsSbncp¶v CsXms¡ ImWmambncp¶tÃm F¶v AhÀ 
hnImct¯msS HmÀ¯p.

    taL]mfnIÄ¡v apIfneqsS hnam\¯nsâ Ne\w 
tXm¶n¡m¯ ]d¡Â tNS¯nsb hnkvabw sImÅn¨p. 
hnam\¯nÂ BfpIÄ At§m«pant§m«pw \S¡p¶Xv ImWp 
t¼mÄ Htc Ccn¸ncn¡p¶ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v `bw tXm 
¶pw. tXmt¡m t_mwt_m ad¨ph¨ hÃ `oIc\pw Ibdn 
bn«ptïm? hnam\¯nepÅ XSn¨v XmSnh¨hsc tNS¯n  
{]tXyIw {i²n¨ncp¶p.

    t_mws_bnÂ \n¶p hnam\w ]d¶pbÀ¶v Iptd k 
abw Ignªt¸mÄ hfsc BtemNn¨ tijw tNS¯n a¯ 
¨t\mSp tNmZn¨p: "Iptª, Cu hnam\w C\n FhnSm \nÀ 
¯pI?'

  "CXn\n eï\nte \nÀ¯q.'

    "AXn\n\n F{X aWn¡qdp thWw?'

 "Npcp§nbXv \mep aWn¡qdpIqSn thïn ht¶¡pw.'

    "Fsâ amXmth! AXphsc C\n I¡qtksem¶pw 
t]mIm¼äntÃ?' A¶m½t¨S¯n ]cn{`at¯msS tNmZn¨p.

 aq{Xsamgn¡m³ \nhr¯nbnÃmsX AhÀ hn½n«s¸ 
«ncn¡bmbncp¶p.

 a¯¨³ ]dªp: "AXn\v Cu hnam\¯n\pÅnÂ 
I¡qkpïv.'

 "hnam\¯n\pÅnÂ I¡qtkm?' tNS¯nbv¡nXv Ahn 
izk\obambn tXm¶n.

 a¯¨sâ klmbt¯msS AhcXv Iïp]nSn¨p. tNS 
¯nbv¡v Bizmkambn.
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 eï\nse hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ hfsc hnam\§Ä 
Iït¸mÄ hnkvabt¯msS tNS¯n ]dªp: "Fsâ amXmth, 
Fs´mcp Ifnbm CXv! a¯n ASp¡nb t]memWtÃm ChnsS 
hnam\§Ä!'

    hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ Cd§nbt¸mÄ a¯¨³ tNS 
¯ntbmSv ]dªp: "CXv eï\mWv. Rm\n\n ChntS¶v  
\yqtbmÀ¡n\v t]mIp¶p. A½¨n¡v t]mtIïXv Nn¡mtKm 
bv¡mWv. ]ïv Rm\pw AhnsSbmbncp¶p. A½¨nbpsS a¡Ä 
AhnsSbmWtÃm. hnjan¡m\nÃ; A½¨nsb hnam\¯nÂ 
Ibän hn«nt« Rm³ t]mIq. am{XaÃ, A½¨n hcp¶ Imcyw 
Rm³ AeIv-kns\ t^mWnÂ hnfn¨v Dd¸v hcp¯ntb¡mw.'

 "F{Xtbm \Ã sNdp¸¡mc³.' tNS¯n kzbw ]
dªp. a¯¨sâ \Ã s]cpamähpw "A½¨o'¶pÅ hnfnbpw 
tNS¯nbv¡v \t¶ ]nSn¨p.

    ]ncnbpt¼mÄ tNS¯n Aht\mSv tNmZn¨p: "C\n 
sb¶m ImWpI? kabw In«p¼w Nn¡mtKmbv-s¡ms¡ hc 
tW.' a¯¨³ k½Xw aqfn.

    ]pXnb hnam\¯nÂ Ibdpt¼mÄ X\nsb bm{XsN 
¿m³ thï ss[cyw tNS¯nbv¡v  ssIh¶ncp¶p.

    hnam\¯nse Hcp ]Xnhpbm{X¡mcnsbt¸mse AhÀ 
A\mbmtk\ bm{X XpSÀ¶p.

    Nn¡mtKm hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ h¶t¸mÄ tNS¯n 
bv¡v XWp¸v Akl\obambn. IcpXnbncp¶ skzäÀ [cn 
s¨¦nepw XWp¸v tNS¯nbpsS icoc¯nte¡v \pgªpI 
bdn. I¿nepÅ _mKpIÄ s\t©mSv tNÀ¯v sI«n¸nSn¨v 
XWp¯v hnd¨psImïv hnam\¯nÂ \n¶v Ir{XnaKplbn 
eqsS \S¶p \o§nbt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n kzbw ]dªp: 
"\cI¯nÂ `b¦c NqSmWtÃm. At¸mÄ kzÀ¤¯nÂ XWp 
¸mbncn¡pw. AtÃepw Atacn¡ kzÀ¤amsW¶tÃ FÃm 
hcpw ]dbp¶Xv.' Nn¡mtKm hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ hcpt¼mÄ 
tPmkpw AeIv-kpw AhnsS DïmIpsa¶mWv Adnbn¨ncp 
¶Xv. F{X \mfmbn Ahscbpw `mcyamscbpw sIm¨pa¡ 
sfbpw Iïn«v. Ahsc ImWpt¼mÄ F§s\ {]XnIcn 
¡psa¶ Nn´tbmsS tNS¯n klbm{XnIcpsS IqsS \S¶p.

    hnimeamsbmcp lmfnse¯nbt¸mÄ tNS¯n H¶v ]
I¨p. bm{X¡mÀ ]ehgnsb \o§p¶p. bm{X¡mÀ ]e \nc 
Ifnembn \nev¡p¶p. P\¡q«hpw ssa¡neqsSbpÅ Adnbn 
¸pIfpw; BsI _lfw. _mKpIfpw Xq¡n¸nSn¨v B {]tZ 
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isaÃmw tNS¯n a¡sf Xncªp. ]t£ Ahsc AhnsS§pw 
ImWm\nÃ. tNS¯n¡v ]cn{`aambn.

    "Fsâ a¡Ä¡v F´p]änbXmWmthm?' tNS¯nbp 
sS Nn´IÄ ]e hgnIfneqsS ]mªp. "ssZhta, C\n F 
\n¡v hnam\¯mhfw sXäntbm? Hcp ]t£ Nn¡mtKmbv 
¡pÅ hgnbnse asämcp hnam\¯mhfamtWmbnXv? Nn¡m 
tKmbnÂ sNÃpw ap¼v eï\nset¸mse thsd hÃ kv-täm 
¸paptïmsb¶v a¯¨t\mSv tNmZn¨v Dd¸p hcpt¯ïXm 
bncp¶p. F´v sN¿m\m; t]mb _p²n C\n B\ ]nSn¨mÂ 
hcpthm?'

    AhnsS BtcmsS¦nepw tNmZn¡Wsa¦nÂ X\n¡v 
Nne hm¡pIfÃmsX Cw¥ojnÂ kwkmcn¡m\dnbnÃ. hnam 
\¯nÂ ]eXpwhnfn¨p ]dbp¶pïmbncp¶p; ]t£ H¶pw  
]nSn In«nbnÃ.

    AXn\nSbnÂ Xsâ ssIhiapÅ cïv _mKpIfn 
te¡v tNS¯n {i²n¨p. Ch IqSmsX Xm³ sImïpt]m¶ 
cïv henb s]«nIfpsS Imcyw At¸mgmWv AhÀ HmÀ¯Xv. 
AXv AhcnÂ sR«epfhm¡n. t_mws_bnÂ \n¶v ]pds¸ 
Spt¼mÄ Ahsb hnam\¯nÂ Ab¨Xmbn HmÀ½bpïv;  
]n¶oSv B IYtb hn«pt]mbn!

    "ssZhta s]«nIÄ t]m¡mtbm!' tN«¯n hnja 
t¯msS a\ÊnÂ ]dªp.

    "eï\nÂ \n¶p asämcp hnam\¯nÂ Ibdnbt¸mÄ 
BZys¯ hnam\¯nÂ \n¶p s]«nIÄ XncnsI hm§nbnÃ. 
a¯¨s\t´ B Imcyw HmÀ¡mXncp¶Xv? B s]«nIÄ \n 
dsb hÃhcpsSbpw km[\§fmbncp¶p. amXmth! C\n 
Ahbvs¡§s\ kam[m\w ]dbpw?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v 
Xe Npäp¶Xp t]mse tXm¶n. AhnsS¡ï ItkcbnÂ 
AhÀ Ccp¶p.
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CSn¯o 

 ItkcbnÂ hnjan¨ncn¡p¶ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v 
s]s«s¶mcp t_mt[mZbapïmbn. H«pw aSn¨nÃ, AhÀ t\
À¨ t\À¶p; H¶Ã, cïv. Xm³ t]mcpt¼mÄ hnImcnb¨³ 
Bhiys¸«Xpt]mse ]Åns¡mcp CeIv-t{SmWnIv lmÀtam 
Wnbhpw aTwImcpsS Nm¸entebv¡v hmSmaecpw. AtXmsS 
tNS¯n¡v ss[cyw h¶p. Xm³ GImInbÃ; ssZhm\p{Klw 
Xt¶msSm¯psïs¶mcp hnNmcw.

    tNS¯n Npäpw t\m¡n. tXm¡pw {]tXyIXbpÅ 
hSnbpw AcbnÂ Xq¡n sXm¸nbpw h¨p\nÂ¡p¶ cïv t]m 
eokpImÀ AXnse \S¡p¶p. AhÀ cïpw X½nÂ cm¸IÂ 
hyXymkw: HcmÄ Icn¡«t]mse Idp¯Xpw atäbmÄ sF 
kpI«t]mse shfp¯Xpw. "H¶p \ot{Kmbpw asäm¶p kmbn 
¸pambncn¡pw.' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. AhÀ Atacn¡bnse  
t]meokpImcmsW¶v Hät\m«¯nÂ tNS¯n a\Ênem¡n.

    ]t£ Hcp kwibw am{Xw. AhÀ¡v cïpt]À¡pw 
taÂaoibnÃ. \m«nemsW¦nÂ taÂaoibpsS I\hpw aqÀ 
¨bpw IïmÂ bqWnt^manesÃ¦nepw s]meokpImsc Xncn 
¨dnbmw. GXmbmepw \m«nse t]meokpImsct¸mse IpSn¨p 
sehepw sXän H¶p ]dªp cïmat¯Xn\v a\pjysc 
It¿äw sN¿pIbpw ]¨bv¡v ssI¡qenbv¡mbn ssI \o«p 
Ibpw sN¿p¶hcÃ Chsc¶v tNS¯n¡v tXm¶n.

    ss[cyw kw`cn¨v tNS¯n t]meokpImsc kao]n¨p. 
AhtcmSv X\n¡dnbmhp¶ Cw¥ojnepw aebmf¯nepambn 
tNS¯n hnjaw ]dªp. ]t£, t]meokpImÀ¡v kwK 
Xn ]nSnIn«nbnÃ. AhÀ ]ckv]cw BtemNn¨tijw hnam 
\¯mhf¯nÂ Iï H¶pcïv Ccp\nd¡msc hnfn¨v tNS 
¯nbpambn kwkmcn¸n¨p. AhÀ ]dªXv tNS¯nt¡m 
tNS¯n ]dªXv AhÀt¡m a\ÊnembnÃ.

    t]meokpImÀ tNS¯nsb Hcp Iyqhntebv¡mWv  
\bn¨Xv. tNS¯nsb \ncbv¡v ]n¶nÂ \nÀ¯msX AhÀ t\
sc IuïdnÂs¨¶v Xsâ ]mkv-t]mÀ«pw Nne t]¸dpIfpw 
AhnsSbpÅ DtZymKØs\ Gev]n¨p. Ct¸mÄ Xm³ t]m 
eokv AI¼SntbmsS hcp¶ hn. sF. ]n.bmsW¶v P\w 
[cnt¨mfpsa¶p tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. ]ecpw At¸mÄ Ahsc 
{i²n¡p¶pïmbncp¶p. IuïdnÂ \n¶v ]mkv-t]mÀ«pw t] 
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¸dpIfpw XncnsI hm§nbn«v t]meokpImÀ tNS¯nsb  
apt¼m«p \bn¨p.

    cïv s]meokpImcpsS at²y \S¶t¸mÄ Xms\mcp 
IpähmfnbmsW¶v s]mXpP\w sXän²cn¡ptam F¶v tNS 
¯n¡v kwibw. Aev]w \S¶t¸mÄ B sI«nS¯nsâ Hcp 
hi¯v Idp¯ henb s_ÂänÂ Xsâ cïv s]«nIÄ am{Xw 
At¸mgpw h«w Id§p¶p. AXpIït¸mÄ tNS¯n¡v F 
s´¶nÃm¯ kt´mjhpw Bthihpambn.

    AhÀ s]«nsbSp¡m³ apt¼m«pIpXn¨p. s_ÂänÂ 
NmSn¡bdm³ XpS§nb tNS¯nsb A]ISsamgnhm¡m³ 
t]meokpImÀ ]nSn¨p ]pdtIm«pamän. AhÀ s]«n s_ÂänÂ 
\ns¶Sp¯psImSp¯p.

    t]meokpImÀ Xsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p ]ndtIm«p amänb 
t¸mÄ tNS¯ns¡mcp kwibw: "At¸mÄ ChnSs¯ B¬ 
t]meokv s]®p§sS ta¯v sXmSpthm?'

    `mcapÅ s]«nIfmbXn\mÂ Ahbpw Xsâ ssIh 
iapÅ cïv _mKpIfpwIqSn F§s\ FSp¯psImïp t]mIp 
sat¶mÀ¯v tNS¯n hnjan¨p. At¸mÄ t]meokpImÀ 
tNS¯ntbmSv BwKyw Im«n. Ft´m sImSp¡m\msW¶ 
dnbmw. F´msW¶v Hcp ]nSnbpanÃ.

    "hm«v... hm«v?' A¶m½t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p.

    kmbn¸p t]meokn\v tNS¯nbpsS Cw¥ojv ]nSn 
In«nsb¶v tXm¶p¶p.

    AbmÄ Nncn¨psImïv ]dªp: "tImbn³... tImbn³.'

    AsX´msW¶v a\ÊnemIm¯Xn\mÂ tNS¯n ho 
ïpw ss[cyw kw`cn¨v tNmZn¨p: "hm«v...hm«v?'

    Idp¼³ t]meokv ]dªp: "aWn..aWn.'

 "X¼pcmt\.. F¶m aWnbmWmthm ChÀ tNmZn¡p 
¶Xv?' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p.

    DSs\ tNS¯n¡v kpt_m[apïmbn. aWnsb¶p h 
¨mÂ ]Ww. Hcp ]t£ ssI¡qenbmbncn¡pw AhÀ tNmZn 
¡p¶Xv. "Cu hr¯nsI« ]Wn ChnsSbpaptïm?' tNS¯n 
Nn´n¨p.

    GXmbmepw t]gv-kv Xpd¶v H«pw Ipdbv-t¡sï¶v 
IcpXn Hcp A©pcq]m t\ms«Sp¯v I¿nÂ sImSp¯p. 
kmbn¸p t]meokv AXphm§n Xncn¨pwadn¨pw t\m¡nbn«v 
XncnsI sImSp¯p.
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    AbmÄ t]gv-kv apgpht\msS tNS¯ntbmSv hm§n. 
F´psN¿Wsa¶dnbmsX tNS¯n ]cn{`an¨p. AhÀ t]gv-
kv-sImïp IS¶pIfªmtem? t]gv-kn\pÅnse cq]m t\m«p 
Ifpw ss]kmXp«pIfpw Xncn¨pw adn¨pw t\m¡nbn«v H¶pw 
FSp¡msX t]meokv tNS¯n¡v t]gv-kv XncnsI sImSp¯p.

    Idp¼³ t]meokv DSs\ t]mbn AbmfpsS t]m¡ 
änÂ \n¶v Iptd \mWb¯p«pIÄ Hcp Zzmc¯nÂ "t\À¨'bn« 
tijw s]«n hen¡m\pÅ hïnbpambn h¶p. At¸mgmWv 
tNS¯n¡v t]meokpImcpsS Dt±iw a\ÊnembXv.

    t]meokpImÀ s]«nIÄ FSp¯p hïnbnÂ h¨p. 
tNS¯nbpsS ssIhiapïmbncp¶ _mKpIfpw AhÀ hm 
§n B hïnbnÂ h¨p. cïv t]meokpImcpw IqSn s]«n 
XÅn \S¶p. "ChnsS C{X henb hnam\¯mhfambn«v t]mÀ 
«Àamscm¶pantÃ?' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. t]meokpImscs¡mïp 
s]«n XÅn¡p¶Xv Ipd¨nembn tNS¯n¡v tXm¶n.

    ]mkv-t]mÀ«pw t]¸dpIfpw XncnsI sImSp¯n«v t]m 
eokpImÀ tNS¯nbpsS s]«n XÅn asämcp \ncbnte¡v  
t]mbn. B IyqhnÂ s]«nIfpambn tNS¯nsb \nÀ¯nbn«v 
t]meokpImÀ aµlmkt¯msS t]mIms\mcp§n.

   Atacn¡bnÂ sXmSp¶Xns\Ãmw, \µnbpsï¦nepw C 
sÃ¦nepw, \µn ]dbWsa¶v ]ïv a¡Ä ]dªptI«n«pïv. 
AXn\mÂ tNS¯n t]meokpImtcmSp ]dªp: "Xm¦v-kv!' 
AhÀ Ft´m adp]Sn ]dªn«pt]mbn.

    "F{X a\pjy¸äptÅmcm Cu t]meokpImÀ!' \nc 
bneqsS apt¶dpt¼mÄ tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. "C¯cw Iptd t]m 
eokpImsc C´ybnte¡v sImïpt]mbncpt¶Â \½psS  
\msS{X \¶mtbt\!'

    apt¼m«p t\m¡nbt¸mÄ IyqhnÂ Xsâ ap¼nÂ \nÂ 
¡p¶hcpsS s]«nIÄ Xpd¶v Nne DtZymKØ·mÀ ]cntim 
[n¡p¶p. Xsâ s]«nIfnepÅXp hÃXpw AhÀ ]nSns¨Sp 
t¯¡ptam F¶p tNS¯n `b¶p.

    Hcp DtZymKØ³ tNS¯ntbmSv Ft´m tNmZn¨p. 
AbmfpsS tNmZyw F´msW¶p a\ÊnembnsÃ¦nepw tNS 
¯n ss[cyw kw`cn¨p ]dªp: "\¯nwKv kÀ.'

    AbmÄ tNS¯nbpsS Hcp s]«n Xpd¶p. AXnsâ Hcp 
AcnInÂ ISemknÂ s]mXnªp h¨ncp¶ Iptd ]¨ hmfw 
]pfn AbmÄ ]pds¯Sp¯p. AXv FSp¡m³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ 
tNS¯n kmbn¸nsâ I¿nÂ Ibdn]nSn¨n«p ]dªp: "Fsâ 
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s]m¶pkmtd AXp IfbtÃ! Fsâ acptamfp KÀ`w [cn 
¨ncn¡pIbm. Ahfp {]tXyIw FgpXo«p sImïph¶Xm...' 
[rXnbnÂ ]dªXn\mÂ CSbv¡v Cw¥ojphm¡pIÄ tNÀ 
¡m³ tNS¯n ad¶pt]mbn.

    tNS¯nbpsS A`yÀ°\ hIhbv¡msX kmbn¸v 
AsXSp¯p. "Hcp]t£, kmbn¸nsâ `mcybpw KÀ`nWnbm 
bncn¡pw.' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p.

    asämcp s]mXnbpw AbmÄ Xpd¶p. AXnepïmbncp¶ 
DW§nb Cd¨n¡jW§Ä Iït¸mÄ N¯p Noª Fen 
sb tXmïn amäpt¼mse aq¡ps]m¯n AbmÄ shdpt¸msS 
AXp amän. IqSpXsem¶pw NnIbmsX s]«nbS¨v AbmÄ  
]pdt¯¡nd§m³ ssI Nqïn.

    B hgntb ]pdt¯¡nd§pt¼mÄ tNS¯n hnNm 
cn¨p: Xms\s´mcp aïn! Ct§m«p Ibän hnSmªmbncn¡pw 
a¡Ä AIt¯bv¡v hcmXncp¶Xv. shdptX B t\À¨sbÃmw 
t\tcïmbncp¶p! CXv Nn´n¨p hïn XÅnbt¸mÄ s]«n 
IfnÂ H¶p sX¶n Xmsg hoWp. Xsâ ]ndInÂ \S¶ncp¶ 
Hcp kmbn¸v AXpIïv s]«n hïnbnÂ h¨p XÅphm³ 
klmbn¨p.

    hïnbpw XÅn ]pd¯ph¶t¸mÄ [mcmfw BfpIÄ 
_Ôp¡sf t\m¡n \nÂ¡pIbpw hcp¶hsc sI«n¸nSn¨v 
Npw_n¨v kzoIcn¡pIbpw sN¿p¶p.

    tNS¯nbpsS I®pIÄ Bthit¯msS hoïpw a¡ 
sf ]cXn. tNS¯n s]«n At§m«pant§m«pw XÅn a¡sf 
At\zjn¨p. CÃ, AhcnÂ Hcp¯t\w ImWp¶nÃ.

    "Fâotimtb...' tNS¯nbpsS s\©¯p hoïpw CSn 
¯o hoWp.

A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw FbÀt]mÀ«v 
t]meokpw

 hnjahpw £oWhpw hÀ²n¨t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
ASp¯pIï Itkcbnencp¶v at\mhyk\t¯msS ]eXpw 
Nn´n¨p: Xsâ a¡Ä¡v Ft´m XIcmdv ]änbn«pïv. AsÃ 
¦nÂ AhÀ hcmXncn¡ptam? a¯¨³ AeIv-kns\ t^m 
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WnÂ hnfn¨v Xs¶ kzoIcn¡m³ hcp¶ Imcyw Dd¸p hcp 
¯psa¶p ]dªXmWtÃm. ]nimNn\pw ISen\pw \Sp¡m 
btÃm Xm³. A]cnNnXamb Cu Øe¯v Ft§m«pt]m 
Ipw? Cw¥ojv hianÃm¯ Xm³ BtcmsSmcp klmbw 
tNmZn¡pw?

    Nn¡mtKm hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ Zn\w{]Xn Hcp]mSv 
aebmfnIÄ h¶p NmSmdpsï¶p tI«n«pïv. F¶mÂ Ct¸mÄ 
Hsc®¯ns\bpw ImWp¶nÃtÃm! \m«ntebv¡n\n XncnsI  
t]mIms\m¡ptam? Fs´¦nepw hm§n¡gn¡m³ t]mepw 
Xsâ I¿nÂ Atacn¡³ tUmfdnÃ. C{Xbv¡v hnjaapïm 
Ipsa¶v Adnªncps¶¦nÂ C§p t]mtcïnbnÃmbncp¶p 
sh¶p tXm¶n tNS¯nbv¡v.

    Hcp]t£ kz]v\¯nÂ IïXpt]mse Xm³ t]m¶ 
GsX¦nepw hnam\w hÃ `oIc\pw t_mw_ph¨p XIÀ¯ncp 
s¶¦nepw Xct¡SnÃmbncp¶p. F¦nÂ FÃmw AhnSw sIm 
ïhkm\nt¨t\. C§s\ \cInt¡ïn hcnÃmbncp¶p. hnam 
\¯mhfw \ndsb BfpIfpw hnfn¨dnbn¸pw _lfhpap 
sï¦nepw AhnsS Xm³ GImInbmsW¶v A¶m½t¨S 
¯n¡v tXm¶n.

    Hcp]t£ "t\À¨ thïnbncp¶nÃ' F¶p a\ÊnÂ 
]dªXn\memtWm hoïpw {]iv\apïmbXv. tNS¯n B 
t\À¨ ]pXp¡n. a¡Ä hm§n¯¶nsÃ¦nÂ Xm³ F§s\
sb¦nepw Ah hm§ns¡mSp¯psImÅmsa¶v AhÀ ZrV{]
XnÚ sNbvXp.

    BtemNn¨ncp¶t¸mÄ s]s«¶v asämcp Imcyw Ah 
cpsS HmÀ½bnÂ h¶p. \m«nÂ \n¶p t]mcmdmbt¸mÄ A\p 
P¯n knÌÀ ]dªncp¶p. Fs´¦nepw _p²nap«pïmbmÂ 
AeIv-knsâ hnemkhpw t^m¬\¼cpw Bscsb¦nepw 
ImWn¡Wsa¶v. Xsâ A\pP¯nbpsS _p²nsb kvXpXn 
¨psImïv tNS¯n t]gv-knÂ \n¶v AeIvknsâ hnemkhpw 
\¼cpw FgpXnbn«pÅ Xpïp ISemkv ]pds¯Sp¯p. Ahn 
sS Iï Hcp h\nXmt]meokns\ AXpsImïpt]mbo Im 
Wn¨n«p]dªp: "Fsâ k¬ AeIv-kns\ ImWp¶nÃ.'

    B t]meokpImcn BZyw H¶p kwibn¨p. ]n¶o 
Sv tNS¯ntbmSv s]«nbv¡Sp¯v Ccn¡m³ ]dªn«v Hcp Iu 
ïdnÂ sN¶v AhnsS Dïmbncp¶ XSn¨ Hcp Idp¼nsb 
s¡mïv ssa¡neqsS Cw¥ojnÂ Ft´m hnfn¨v ]dbn¸n¨p. 
AXnÂ AeIv-kv, A¶½ F¶o hm¡pIsf tNS¯nbv¡v 
Iãn¨v a\ÊnembpÅq.
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    h\nXm t]meokv Aev]kabw \mep]mSpw t\m¡nb 
tijw Xm³ sImSp¯ XpïpISemkv t\m¡n Bsctbm 
t^mWnÂ hnfn¡phm³ {ian¨p. adp]Sn In«mªn«mbncn¡ 
Ww, AXneqsS H¶pw kwkmcn¡msX XpïpISemkv A 
hÀ XncnsI tNS¯nsb Gev]n¨p. XpSÀ¶v B t]meokv  
aäp tPmenIfnÂ hym]rXbmbn.

    a¡sf ImWm¯ hnjat¯msS tNS¯n s]«nbv¡v 
Imhencp¶p. Igp¯nÂ InS¶ sIm´sbSp¯v AhÀ Xo 
£vWambn {]mÀ°n¨p.

   "A½¨o' Fs¶mcp hnfn ]pdInÂ \n¶v tI«p. tN 
S¯n hnkvabn¨p Xncnªpt\m¡nbt¸mÄ AXm tPmkpw 
AeIv-kpw AhcpsS `mcyamcpw a¡fpw Xsâ ASpt¯bv¡v 
HmSn hcp¶p. £oWhpw {]bmkhpw ad¶v A¶m½t¨S¯n 
a¡sf sI«n¸nSn¨v Icªp.

    sIm¨pa¡fpsS tXmfnÂ ]nSn¨pw D½sImSp¯pw ]
dªp: "Chscms¡ A§p hfÀ¶tÃm. AsX§\m, \mep 
sImÃt¯mfambntÃ \n§sfms¡ A§p h¶n«v.'

    tPmkn\v aq¶p a¡fpw AeIv-kn\v Hcp Ip«nbpta 
bpÅq. tPmknsâ a¡fmb Sn\nbv¡v Ccp]Xpw tSmWnbv¡v  
]Xn\©pw do\mbv¡v H³]Xpw hbÊmbn. FÃmhcpw ]Tn 
¡p¶p. AeIv-kv ap¸Xmw hbÊnemWv hnhmlw Ign¨Xv. 
Ahsâ aI³ tPmtam\nt¸mÄ A©v hbÊpïv.

    "A½¨n C§ph¶n«v Hcp]mSv t\camtbm?' Xmakn 
¨XnÂ hnjat¯msSbmWv AeIv-kv AXv tNmZn¨Xv.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Acnit¯msS ]dªp: "kabw 
Iptd Btbm¶v! F{X t\cambn Rm³ \n§sf X¸p¶p! F´p 
sN¿Wsa¶dnbmsX Rm\msI `b¶pt]mbn. F\n¡nhnsS 
hÃ \nÝbtam ]cnNbtam Dtïm?'

    Ipät_m[t¯msS tPmkv ]dªp: "A½¨o, R§ 
Ä¡v AXnÂ hfsc hnjaapïv. F{X _²s¸«msWt¶m R 
§Ä ChnsS hs¶¯nbXv. A½¨n ]cn{`an¡psa¶v R§Ä 
¡dnbmambncp¶p.'

    "F¶n«mtWm \n§Ä t\cs¯ F¯mXncp¶Xv?'

    tPmkv XpSÀ¶p: "Ignª cm{XnbnÂ ChnsS aªp 
s]bvXp. A½¨n hnam\¯nÂ \n¶v IïntÃ Cu {]tZiw 
apgph³ kvt\mbnÂ aqSn¡nS¡p¶Xv?'

    icnbmWv; hnam\w Xmgv¶t¸mÄ ]ïv {Inkvakv ImÀ 
UnÂ Iïn«pÅXpt]mse sI«nS§fpw ac§fpsaÃmw aªn 
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Âs¸mXnªv FÃmw XqshÅ \ndambn InS¡p¶ \b\m\
µIcamb ImgvN tNS¯n BkzZn¨ncp¶p. CXv t\cnÂ 
ImWm³ X\n¡v `mKyapïmbtÃm F¶hÀ At¸mÄ HmÀ 
¯ncp¶p.

 "R§fn§p t]mcpt¼mÄ hgnbnÂ Hcp A]ISap 
ïmbn.' tPmkmWXv ]dªXv.

    AXptI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n H¶p sR«n. "F´v! 
A]IStam? F¶n«p \n§Ä¡mÀs¡¦nepw Fs´¦nepw ]
äntbm?'

 "CÃ... {^othbneqsS t]mcpt¼mÄ R§fpsS ap¼n 
epïmbncp¶ hml\§Ä H¶n\p]ndsI asäm¶mbn aªp 
cpInb sFkneqsS sX¶ns¯dn¨p Iq«nbnSn¨p.' tPmkv hnh 
cn¨p.

    "Hcp ]¯p ]{´ïp Imsd¦nepw X½nÂ CSn¨n«pïv. 
Fsâ hm³ Iptd ]ndInembncp¶p. AXn\mÂ ap³`mKw 
AÂ]w Nfp§nbtXbpÅp.'

    "Fsâ amXmth...' A¶m½t¨S¯n aq¡¯v hncÂ 
h¨v AXnibt¯msS B hnhcWw tI«psImïncp¶p.

    At¸mÄ tPmknsâ `mcy X¦½, AhfpsS ssIhiw 
aS¡nh¨ncp¶ hensbmcp ]pd¦p¸mbw XWp¯phnd¨p\n¶ 
A¶m½t¨S¯nsb [cn¸n¨p. "]pd¯p `b¦c XWp¸m.' A 
hÄ ]dªp.

    A¨·mcpsS tfml t]mse ssI\ofhpw IW¦mÂ 
hsc Cd¡hpapÅ B Ip¸mbw [cn¨t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S 
¯ns¡mcp \mWw.

    AeIv-kpw tPmknsâ aI³ tämWnbpw IqSn A½¨n 
bpsS s]«n XÅn hm³ ]mÀ¡v sNbvXncn¡p¶nSt¯bv¡v  
\o§n.

   \S¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n hoïpw A]
ISs¯¸än tNmZn¨p.

   tPmkv ]dªp: "A]IS¯nÂ s]«Xn\mÂ t]meokpImÀ 
h¶v ]cn¡p]änbhsc Bip]{Xnbnem¡pIbpw t]¸dpIÄ 
icnbm¡pIbpw XIÀ¶ hml\§Ä \o¡w sN¿pIbpw sN 
¿p¶Xphsc Im¯pInSt¡ïnh¶p. t\cs¯ Cd§nsb 
¦nepw hgnbnÂ X§nbXn\mÂ R§Ä hÃmsX hnjan¨p. 
A½¨n ]cn{`ans¨¦ntem F¶Xmbncp¶p R§fpsS {]
bmkw.'



46

A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

 "kmcanÃ a¡tf,' hm\nÂ Ibdp¶Xn\nSbnÂ tNS 
¯n ]dªp. "Ipg¸sam¶pw IqSmsX ssZhw FÃmhscbpw 
Im¯tÃm.'

    tPmkv ss{UhÀ koänencp¶t¸mÄ tNS¯n HmÀ 
¸n¨p: "Fsâ tamt\, kq£nt¨¡tW.'

    hm\nÂ t]mIpt¼mÄ hgnbnÂ Iï hml\§fpsS 
_mlpeyw tNS¯nsb AÛpXs¸Sp¯n. A¶m½t¨S¯n 
hm\nencp¶v \m«phntij§Ä ]dbpIbpw Ip«nIfpambn Ip 
iew ]dbpIbpw sNbvXp. A½¨n tNmZn¨Xp ]eXpw Ip«n 
IÄt¡m AhÀ ]dªXnÂ an¡Xpw A½¨nt¡m a\Ên 
embnÃ.

 "F´m \n§fo Ip«nIsf \¶mbn aebmfw ]Tn¸n 
¡mªXv?' tNS¯n FÃmhtcmSpsa¶ \nebnÂ tNmZn¨p.

    "Hm... aebmfw ]Tn¸n¨n«v F¶m In«m\m' X¦½bmWv 
D¯cw ]dªXv. "ChnsS Pohn¡pt¼mÄ AhÀ¡v Cw¥ojp 
aXn.'

    B adp]Sn A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v Xr]vXnIcambnÃ. 
aebmfnIfmb amXm]nXm¡Ä t]mepw Ip«nItfmSv Cw¥o 
jnÂ kwkmcn¡p¶Xv tNS¯n CXnt\mSIw {i²n¨ncp¶p.  
t]mIp¶ hgnbnÂ henb ]me§fpw DbÀ¶ sI«nS§fpw 
ImWpt¼mÄ tNS¯n kwkmcw \nÀ¯n AhbnÂ BImw 
£tbmsS {i²n¨p.

    "ChnsS Xe§s\bpw hne§s\bpw t\scbpw hf 
ªpw F´v henb ]me§fm!' tNS¯n AÛpXt¯msS 
BtcmsS¶ÃmsX ]dªp. Hcp aWn¡qdmbt¸mtg¡pw hm³ 
tPmknsâ hoSn\p ap¼nÂ F¯n. tPmknsâ ho«ntebv¡v 
Ibdnbt¸mÄ GtXm ]pXnsbmcp {]]©¯nte¡v Xm³ {]
thins¨¶ {]XoXnbmbncp¶p tNS¯nbv¡v.

Nn{Xw hnNn{Xw 
 A¶m½t¨S¯n tPmknsâ ho«nÂ h¶Xn\v ]ndsI 
\nch[n t^m¬hnfnIÄ h¶psImïncp¶p. A¶m½t¨S¯n 
ht¶m F¶mWv FÃmhcpw At\zjn¡p¶Xv.

 "CsXs´mcXnibam!' A¶m½t¨S¯n Nn´n¨p. "Chn 
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SpÅ CXn\pam{Xw BfpIsf§s\ Fs¶ Adnbpw?'

    bm{XsNbvXv £oWn¨ph¶ tNS¯n Atacn¡bn 
epÅ IpSpw_mK§tfmsSm¯v `£Ww Ign¨pXocpw apt¼ 
tNS¯nsb ImWphm³ \nch[n aebmfnIÄ h¶psImïn 
cp¶p. NneÀ ASp¯ _Ôp¡Ä, aäpNneÀ ]cnNb¡mÀ. 
NnetcmSp kwkmcn¨t¸mÄ AI¶ _Ô¯nÂs¸«hÀ. A 
¶m½t¨S¯n¡v BsI kt´mjambn. tIcf¯nse Hcp 
ho«nemtWm Xm³ Ccn¡p¶sX¶v tXm¶nt¸mbn.

    FÃmhcpw A¶m½t¨S¯nsb "A½¨o'sb¶v kv-t\ 
l]qÀÆw hnfn¨v Ipiemt\zjWw \S¯n. \m«nse cm{ãob 
t\Xm¡sf A\pIcn¨v tNS¯n Hmtcmcp¯s\bpw shfps¡ 
Nncn¨pImWn¨v tNmZy§Ä¡v s]mXphmbn D¯cw sImSp 
¯psImïncp¶p.

 "Atacn¡bnÂ h¶ \½psS BÄ¡mÀ F{X kv-t\
lapÅhÀ' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. X\n¡v FÃmhscbpw t\c 
s¯ ]cnNbansÃ¦nepw FÃmhcpw Xs¶ ImWphm³ h¶n 
cn¡p¶p. am{Xtam, t]c½, A½m½ Fs¶ms¡ hnfn¨h 
scÃmw Ct¸mÄ Xs¶ kz´w A½sbt¸mse "A½¨o'sb¶v 
hnfn¡p¶p. \m«nÂ Fw.FÂ.F.tbm a{´ntbm ho«nÂ hcp 
t¼mÄ ImWp¶ _lfamWv Xm³ h¶t¸mÄ ChnsSbpw.

    ]eÀ¡pw \m«phntij§Ä Adnbphm³ Xmev]cy 
ambn. Bscms¡ acn¨p, Bscms¡ hnhmlw Ign¨p, \m«nse 
Nne tIkpIfpsSbpw {]iv\§fpsSbpw Xocpam\sa´mbn. 
cm{ãobw F§s\ t]mIp¶p XpS§n ]eXcw tNmZy§Ä 
XpSsc h¶psImïncp¶p. ]mhw A¶m½t¨S¯n¡ptïm 
CsXÃmw \nÝbapÅq! AbÂ]¡¡mcpsSbpw ASp¯ _
Ôp¡fpsSbpw Ipä§fmsW¦nÂ AhÀ¡dnbmw. F¦nepw 
Adnbmhp¶ coXnbnÂ ]e tNmZy§Ä¡pw D¯cw sImSp¯p.

  ]{Xkt½f\¯nse apJymXnYnsbt¸mse kwkm 
cn¨psImïncp¶ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS ASpt¯bv¡v tPmkv 
h¶n«p]dªp: "A½¨o, Cu h¶hcpsSsbÃmw t\m«w A½ 
¨nbpsS s]«nbntebv¡m. AX§p Xpd¶v AhÀ¡v \m«nÂ 
\n¶v _Ôp¡Ä hÃXpw sImSp¯phn«n«psï¦nÂ thK 
a§psImSp¯mÂ AhÀ ieys¸Sp¯msX s]mbv-s¡mÅpw.'

    At¸mgmWv C{Xtbsd BfpIÄ Xs¶ kzoIcn¡m³ 
h¶Xnsâ ]n¶nse clkyw tNS¯nbv¡v ]SnIn«nbXv.

    tPmkpw AeIv-kpw tNS¯nbpw IqsS s]«nIÄ c 
ïpw Xpd¶v Hmtcm s]mXnbpsaSp¯v t]cphmbn¨v hnXcWw 
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sNbvXp. X§Ä¡v In«nbXv aäpÅhÀ ImtWsï¶v IcpXn 
In«nbhÀ DSs\ X§fpsS s]mXnIfpambn Øew hn«p.

 H«pap¡mÂ t]cpw t]mbn¡gnªt¸mÄ s]«n GXm 
ïp Imenbmbncp¶p.

    tPmknsâ `mcy X¦½ h¶p s]«nbnÂ t\m¡nbn«p 
]dªp: "At¸m A½¨osS a¡Äs¡m¶pantÃ?'

    s]«n¡v `mc¡qSpXÂ h¶Xn\mÂ tNS¯n IcpXn 
bh Ip«¸mbn hiw XncnsI sImSp¯phn« hnhchpw ]pfn 
IÌwkpImÀ ]nSn¨Xpw tNS¯n hniZoIcn¨p. ]pfn In«m¯ 
XnÂ AeIv-knsâ `mcy eqknbv¡pw Acniambn.

    s]«nbnÂ Ahtijn¡p¶Xv Ip«¸mbnbpsS Ip«nI 
Ä¡v ]mIaÃm¯ NpcnZmdpIfpw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pw KÀ 
`nWnbmb eqknbv¡pw thïn {]tXyIw Im¨ns¡mïph¶ 
F®bpw Ipg¼pamWv. A¶m½t¨S¯n B DSp¸pIÄ ]pd 
s¯Sp¯t¸mÄ AhbnÂ Ipg¼v ]änbncn¡p¶p.

    "kzÂ¸w F® ]än a¡tf... IgpInbmÂ s]mbv-
t¡mfpw' F¶p ]dªv tNS¯n XpWnIÄ X¦½sb Gev 
]n¨p.

    "A½¨nsb´n\m Cu F® C§psImïph¶Xv?' 
X¦½ Acnis¸«p ]dªp. "AXtÃ Cu hne IqSnb Xp 
WnbnseÃmw F®bmbXv.' AhÄ B XpWnIÄ tai¸pd 
t¯bv¡n«p.

    tNS¯n ]dªp: "Ft®w Ipg¼pw F\n¡pw eqkn 
¡pw D]tbmKn¡m\m. thtWm¦n \obpw sImsd FSpt¯m.'

  ChnSmcpw Ft®w Ipg¼pw D]tbmKn¡ptIem. A½ 
¨nbn\n jm¼phpw IïojWdpw D]tbmKn¨m aXn.' CXp]
dªpsImïv X¦½ Ip¸nIÄ FSp¯v NhäpsIm«bnÂ 
Ifªp.

    hfsc ]Ww apS¡n Gähpw \Ã C\w F® hm§n 
Iãs¸«p Im¨n, tNmcmXncn¡m³ \qdps]mXnbnem¡n ChnsS 
sImïph¶t¸mÄ AXp IfªXv A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v kln 
¡m³ IgnªnÃ. F¦nepw h¶]msS _e{]tbmKw thsï 
¶ph¨p anïnbnÃ.

 "X¦½ Atacn¡bv¡v t]mcpwap¼v aq¨pImcnbmbn 
cp¶p.' tNS¯n HmÀ¯p. "ChnsS h¶n«p Xïp IqSnbnt« D 
Åq. AXpsImïtÃ AhfpsS t]dn\pt]mepw Fs¶ £Wn 
¡mXncp¶Xv.'
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    eqkn tai¸pd¯v InS¶ NpcnZmdpIsfSp¯v \nhÀ 
¯ns¡mïp ]dªp: "At¿... CtXe¸Sn sImg¼m. IgpInbm 
]ns¶ CsX´n\v sImÅmw; ]pXpa t]mIntÃ?'

    At¸mÄ X¦½ NpcnZmdpIÄ XncnsI Gev]n¨p 
sImïv ]dªp: "]mI¯v ht¨m, aS§nt¸mIp¼w \m«nÂ 
hÃ ]mh§Ä¡pw sImSp¡mw.'

    "AtXSo, AXn\m hfsc ]Ww sImSp¯v hm§n 
ChnSw hsc CXp Rm³ sImïph¶Xv.' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v 
tZjyhpw k¦Shpw h¶p.

 "At¸mÄ R§Ä Bhiys¸« kmcnbpanÃ AtÃ?' 
X¦½ hoïpw sNmSn¨p.

 "Fsâ a¡tf £an¡v; hm§n sIm¨ohsc sImïp 
h¶XmsW¶v Rm³ ]dªntÃ, \nhr¯nbpsï¦o Rm³ 
sImïphcmXncn¡ptam?'

    tNS¯nbpsS s]«nbnÂ Ahtijn¨Xv Hcp henb  
s]mXn Dan¡cnbpw \m¡phSn¡m³ Iptd ]¨ CuÀ¡nen 
IfpamWv. X¦½ Xpd¶p t\m¡nbn«v Ahsb NhäpsIm« 
bnte¡n«p.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v hoïpw tZjyambn. "AsX´mSo 
Rm³ Iãs¸«v sImïph¶sXÃmw Ifbp¶Xv?'

 "]nt¶..., Dan¡cn ChnsS htÃmcpw D]tbmKn¡ptam? 
Rm³ A½¨n¡pthïn ]pXnb Sq¯v{_jpw SMv-¢o\dpw  
_m¯v-dqanÂ hm§nh¨n«pïv. AXp]tbmKnt¨m.'

 A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS s]«nIfnÂ \mS³ ]elmc 
sam¶pw Ahtijn¨n«nsÃ¶v t_m²yambt¸mÄ AhnsS 
h¶ aäpÅhcpw Øew hn«p.

    tNS¯n Dd¡w Xq§m³ XpS§n. A½¨nsb Hcp CSp 
§nb apdn ImWn¨psImSp¯psImïv X¦½ ]dªp: "A½ 
¨nbpsS bm{Xm£oWw amdpwhsc CXnem Xmakw. HcmgvN 
Ignªv AeIv-knsâ A¸mÀ«v-saânte¡v t]mImw.'

 apdnbnÂ shfn¨w Ipdhmbncp¶Xn\mÂ A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n sseänsâ kzn¨v \m«nÂ Xm³ ioen¨ coXnbnÂ 
Xmtg¡pbÀ¯m³ {ian¨p. kzn¨v Xmtg¡v AaÀ¶mWncp 
¶sX¦nepw sseäp sXfnbm¯XnÂ tNS¯n AXnibn¨p. 
AhÀ X¦½tbmSv tNmZn¨p: "CsX´m X¦t½, _Ä_p 
^yqkmtbm?'

 "ChnsS sseäpsXfnbv¡m³ kzn¨v Xmtgbv¡Ã; apI 
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fntebv¡m AaÀt¯ïXv.' X¦½ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS 
Atacn¡³ ]p\ÀP·¯nsâ _me]mT§Ä A`ykn¸n¡p 
hm³ Bcw`n¨p.

    _p²naXnbmb tNS¯n Hcp ap³IcpXse¶ hn[w 
]dªp: "GXmbmepw X¦t½, Rm³ InS¡pwap¼v Hcp 
as®®hnf¡pw Xos¸«ow Cu tai¸pd¯v ht¨sc. cm{Xn 
bnÂ Idâp t]mbmÂ Xt¸ïtÃm.'

    X¦½ Nncn¨psImïp]dªp: "A½¨o, CXv Atacn 
¡bm. ChnsS IdâpIs«m¶panÃ. Ft¸mgpw Idâpïv.'

   "CsX´v \Ã cmPyw' Ft¶mÀ¯v I\w IqSnb sa 
¯bv¡v apIfntebv¡v A¶m½t¨S¯n adnªp.

    At¸mÄ X¦½ ]dªp: "A½¨o Cs§Wotä; A 
§s\bÃ InSt¡ïXv.'

    I\apÅ ]pX¸pIÄ¡pw joäpIÄ¡panSbnÂ \pg 
ªpIbdn InSt¡ï coXn X¦½ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v a\
Ênem¡ns¡mSp¯p.

    C¡W¡n\v ChnsS C\n Fs´ms¡ ]Tn¨memWm 
thm?' tNS¯n I«nenÂ InS¶psImïp kzbw ]dªp.

    ]ntä¶p cmhnse P\mebnÂ IqSn shfn¨w Iï 
t¸mtg ]ÅnbnÂ t]mIphm³ t\cw sshIntbm Ft¶mÀ¯v 
tNS¯n ]nSs¨gpt¶äp. \m«nemsW¶ [mcWbnemWv DW 
À¶Xv. I®p¯ncp½n¯pd¶v Npäp]mSpw icn¡p ho£n¨ 
t¸mgmWv Xm³ Atacn¡bnemsW¶ HmÀ½ h¶Xv.

    ]Xnhpt]mse tNS¯n _m¯v-dqw At\zjn¨p. an¡ 
hmdpw apdnIsfÃmw ASªpInS¶Xn\mÂ _m¯v-dqw Fhn 
sSbmsW¶v tNS¯nbv¡v ]nSnIn«nbnÃ. Xpd¶pInS¶ncp¶ 
Hcp apdnbnÂ \n¶v \nâtâm sKbnw (Sn.hn. kv-{Io\nÂ 
I¼yq«dp]tbmKn¨pÅ Ip«nIfpsS Ifn) Ifn¡p¶Xnsâ i 
Ðw tI«v tNS¯n B apdn¡pÅnte¡v F¯nt\m¡nbt¸mÄ 
So\m I¼yq«À Ifn XÂ¡mew \nÀ¯n {Kmâvamsb {i²n¨p.

    tNS¯n do\mtbmSv tNmZn¨p: "t¢mkäv FhnsS?'

    do\m DSs\ {Kmâvamsb AhÀ InS¶ apdnbnte¡v 
Xs¶ sImïpt]mbn. AXn\pÅnse hfsc CSp§nb Hcp 
Ccp«papdn AhÀ ImWn¨psImSp¯p. A¶m½t¨S¯n t\m 
¡nbt¸mÄ AXn\pÅnÂ \ndsb XpWnIÄ lmwKdnÂ Xq¡n 
bn«ncn¡p¶p. AXn\pÅnemWv C¶se Xsâ N«bpw aäp 
XpWnIfpw X¦½ Xq¡nbn«Xv.
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    So\mbv¡v t¢mkäv F¶v Xm³ D¨cn¨Xv a\Ên 
embnsÃt¶mÀ¯v tNS¯n H¶pIqSn sXfn¨p ]dªp: "t\m... 
CXÃ; t¢mkäv!.'

    "So\ B apdnbnte¡v hoïpw Nqïn¸dªp: "{Kmâv 
am, t¢mkäv CXm.'

    tNS¯n Ipgªp. AhÀ aäv Cw¥ojv hm¡pIÄ tXSn. 
C\n Ipfnapdnsb¶v ]dªmtem? AhÀ ]dªp: "t\m... 
F\n¡v thïXv _m¯v-dqw.'

    So\mbv¡v At¸mÄ kwKXn a\Ênembn. AhÄ 
ASp¯ apdnbpsS hmXnÂ Xpd¶p. AXn\It¯bv¡v t\m¡n 
bt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v kam[m\ambn. ImcWw 
tNS¯n Dt±in¨ t¢mkäv AXmbncp¶p.

    X¦½ hm§nh¨ncp¶ {_jpw SMv-¢o\dpw D]tbm 
Kn¨ tijw hmb IgpIm³ t\m¡nbt¸mÄ hmjv-t_kn 
\nse äm¸n\v cïv I«IÄ. AhbnÂ H¶v Xncn¨n«v shÅ¯n 
te¡v ssI ImWn¨t¸mÄ "At¿m'sb¶v ]dªv tNS¯n  
ssI sR«n ]n³hen¨p. AXnÂ \n¶p {]hln¨Xv Xnf¨Xp 
t]mse NqtSdnb shÅambncp¶p. AXv AS¨n«v ASp¯  
I« Xncn¨pt\m¡n. At¸mÄ HgpInb shÅ¯ntebv¡v tN 
S¯n t]Sn¨p ssI \o«nbt¸mÄ AXv sFkpt]mse XWp¯ 
shÅw.

    hfsc hnjan¨v XWp¯ shÅ¯nÂ apJw IgpIn. 
aäv AXymhiyImcy§Ä IqSn km[n¨n«v t\m¡nbt¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n hnjan¨p. ImcWw I¡qkn\I¯v shÅ 
saSp¡m³ ämt¸m B apdnbnse§pw _¡täm at¤m CÃ. 
"C\nsb´v sN¿pw?' AhÀ¡p hnjahpw tZjyhpambn.

 ]p\ÀP·¯nsâ _me]mT§Ä
 \m«nÂ ioen¨ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v tPmknsâ _m 
¯v-dqanse kuIcy§Ä Xr]vXnIcambnÃ. shÅw D]tbm 
Kn¡m³ km[n¡msX AhÀ hmXnÂ Xpd¶p ]pd¯p h¶p.

    tNS¯n hoïpw do\mbpsS apdnbntebv¡v Hfnªp 
t\m¡n Ahsf ssI ImWn¨p hnfn¨p. AhÄ Cd§n h¶p. 
tNS¯n Ahsf _m¯v-dqantebv¡v \bn¨p. AhÄ¡v a\
ÊnemI¯¡hn[w tNS¯n _m¯v-dqansâ koänencp¶pw 
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"hm«À' F¶p ]dªpw Bibhn\nabw \S¯nbt¸mÄ do\m 
bv¡v {]iv-\w ]nSnIn«n.

    shÅ¯n\v ]Icw AhnsS h¨ncp¶ ISemkv Np 
cpÄ (tSmbv-eäv Snjyq) Iodn D]tbmKnt¡ï hn[w AhÄ 
{Kmâvamsb ImWn¨p sImSp¯p.

    Imcyw a\Ênem¡n Ignªt¸mÄ tNS¯n do\tbmSp 
]dªp: "C\n \o sKäv Hu«v; Rm³ sNbv-tXmfmw.'

    AhÄ Nncn¨psImïv ]pd¯nd§n.

    IXIS¨ tijw a\kn\p Xr]vXnbmbnsÃ¦nepw tN 
S¯n Imcyw km[n¨p.

    Hcp I¸v ISpwIm¸n cmhnse IpSn¡p¶ ]Xnhv A 
¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pïv. Im¸n A\¯msa¶v IcpXn ASp 
¡fbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ AhnsS hndtIm Xos¸«ntbm \m«nse 
ASp¸p t]meptam ImWm\nÃ. AXn\mÂ XÂ¡mew Bi 
bS¡n Xncnªt¸mÄ Xte¶p Xm³ sImïph¶ F®bpw 
Ipg¼pw X¦½ NhäpsIm«bnen«ncn¡p¶Xv tNS¯nbpsS 
{i²bnÂ s]«p.

 "tPmkpw X¦½bpw FWo¡m¯Xv \¶mbn' F¶p 
hnNmcn¨psImïv tNS¯n Ip«nIÄ t]mepw ImWmsX ]m 
¯pw ]Xp§nbpw B Ip¸nIÄ ssI¡em¡n. At¸mÄ \
sÃmcp ¹mÌnIv U¸n, at\mlcamb Iptd ¹mÌnIv k©nIÄ 
F¶nhbpw AhÀ Iïp. "Fsâ amXmth, CsXÃmw ChÀ 
shdpsX IfbphmtWm' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. "\m«nemtWÂ C 
Xns\ms¡ Fs´Ãmw D]tbmKapïv. AsÃ¦nÂ Xs¶ Ch 
bvs¡Ãmw F´p hne sImSp¡Ww' Ahbpw Bcpw Im 
WmsX tNS¯n ssI¡em¡n.

    A¶papXÂ GXp ho«nembmepw an¡ Znhkhpw Bcpw 
ImWmsX tNS¯n NhäpsIm«IÄ X¸pIbpw hnes¸«sX¶v 
tXm¶p¶h Xm³ InS¡p¶ apdnbv¡pÅnse t¢mkänsâ 
aqebnÂ Iq\Iq«n XpWnbn«v aqSn kq£n¡pIbpw sNbvXp 
t]m¶p.  ]g¡w sN¶ ]e km[\§fpw hoSnsâ ap¼nepÅ 
hgnbcnInÂ N¸pNhdpIÄ \o¡w sN¿p¶hÀ sImïp 
t]mIp¶Xn\mbn tPmtkm AeIv-tkm h¨mÂ AXv XncnsI 
FSp¡Wsa¶pw AhÀ¡v thsï¦nÂ Xm³ C´ybv¡v 
sImïp s]mbv-s¡mÅmsa¶pw tNS¯n ]nSnhmin Iq«pw.

 ]t£ FÃmw IqSn hnam\¯nÂ Ibäphm³ ]änÃtÃm 
Ft¶mÀ¡pt¼mÄ a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS hmin hnSpw.

    A¶p cmhnse ]ÅnbnÂ t]mIWsa¶p tNS¯n 
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hnNmcns¨¦nepw tPmkpw X¦½bpw apXnÀ¶ cïv Ip«nIfpw 
Dd¡w sXfnªv Fgpt¶äv h¶t¸mÄ aWn ]¯mbn.

   "CsX´m \n§sfms¡ Cu \«p¨hsc InS¶pd§p¶Xv?' 
tNS¯n AXnibt¯msS X¦½tbmSv tNmZn¨p.

    "ChnsS C§s\sbms¡bm. tPmenbpw Ip«nIÄ¡v 
kvIqfpw CÃm¯t¸mÄ FÃmhcpw hfsc sshIntb Fgp 
t¶Â¡q.'

    KymkSp¸v I¯n¡p¶Xpw ssat{Im thhv Hmh³ D]
tbmKn¡p¶hn[hpw X¦½ tNS¯nsb ImWn¨p sImSp¯p. 
Atacn¡bnÂ h¶\mÄ apXÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v FÃmw  
]pXnb AdnhpIfmbncp¶p.

    "ssI¡e¯pWn FhnSm tamtf?' ASp¸n\p Npäpw 
t\m¡nbn«v tNS¯n kwibw tNmZn¨p.

    "ChnsS A§s\mcp XpWnbnÃ. thïnh¶mÂ IS 
emkv D]tbmKn¡pw.'

    "\n§Ä shÅ¯n\p ]Ichpw ISemkmWtÃm D]
tbmKn¡p¶Xv.' _m¯v-dqanse ImcytamÀ¯v aµlkn¨p 
sImïv tNS¯n ]dªp.

    Sm¸nse shÅw Xncn¨p sImïp tNS¯n tNmZn¨p: 
"ChnSps¯ InWänse shÅw häptam?'

    shÅw InWänÂ \n¶sÃ¶pw s]mXphmbn hnXcWw 
sN¿pIbmsW¶pw X¦½ hniZoIcn¨p.

    tNS¯n¡v At¸mÄ asämcp kwibw.  "Cu Xnf¨ sh 
Åhpw sFkpt]mse XWp¯ shÅhpaÃmsX km[mcW 
shÅw ChnsS§pw In«m\ntÃ?'

    X¦½ {ItaW A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS A²ym]nI 
bmbn. NqSpshÅ¯nsâbpw XWp¯ shÅ¯nsâbpw I« 
IÄ Htckabw D]tbmKn¨v Hmtcmcp¯cpw Bhiyamb 
NqSnÂ shÅw FSp¡mhp¶ hn[w AhÄ A½¨nsb ImWn 
¨psImSp¯p.

    tNS¯n sIm¨pIp«nsbt¸mse XpSÀ¶v tNmZn¨p 
sImïncp¶p: "tamtf, ChnSps¯ XpWn Ae¡p¶ IÃn\
Sp¯pw \n§Ä shÅ¯n\p Sm¸v ]nSn¸n¨n«ptïm?'

    A½¨nbpsS C¯cw tNmZy§Ä tI«v X¦½bv¡v 
NncnbS¡m³ IgnªnÃ. hmjnwKv sajo\pw {Ubdpw {]h 
À¯n¸n¡p¶ hn[w AhÄ A½¨nsb ]cnioen¸n¨p.

    "FtâSo Fs´mcp kuIcyam ChnsSms¡!' tNS¯n 
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AXnibt¯msS ]dªp. "shdpsXbÃ a\pjycp ]dbp¶Xv 
Atacnt¡Â sN¶mÂ kzÀ¤amsW¶v! bm{X sN¿m³ Imdv, 
]WnsbÃmw sN¿m³ sajo\pIÄ. ]ns¶´p thWw!'

    At¸mtg¡pw tPmkv Ipfns¨mcp§n ASp¡fbnte¡v 
h¶p. tPmknt\msSm¯v {]`mX`£Ww Ign¡p¶Xn\nS 
bnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp: "FtâSm, Ignª cm{XoÂ 
Rm³ hÃmsXm¶v `bs¸«p.'

   "AsX´mW½¨o?' tPmkn\v BImw£bmbn.

    "]mXncm Ignªt¸mgmsW¶p tXm¶p¶p, GtXm 
sajosâ hÃm¯ Imdnt¨w IqInt¨w. AXp Iptd t\ct¯ 
¡pïmbncp¶p. Rmt\mÀ¯p Atacn¡¡mcpw djy¡mcpw 
X½nÂ hÃ bp²hpamtWm¶v.'

    AÂ]w BtemNn¨n«v tPmkv Nncn¨psImïp ]d 
ªp. "Hm... AtXm... A½¨n C\ow C§s\ ]e ]pInepw 
ImWm\pw A\p`hn¡m\pw Ccn¡pt¶bpÅq. cm{XnbnÂ 
tI«Xv ^bÀ F©n\pw B¼pe³kpw t]mbXm. \½psS 
\m«nset¸msebÃ AhbpsS iÐw. B iÐw ChnsS an¡ 
t¸mgpw tIÄ¡mw. BÀs¡¦nepw AXymlnXw kw`hn¨mÂ 
AhÀ h¶p {]Yaip{iqj sImSp¡pIbpw ASp¯ Bip]
{XnbnÂ F¯n¡pIbpw sN¿pw.'

    Im¸nIpSn Ignªp hoSnsâ ap³hiw icn¡v ImWp 
hm³ tNS¯n tPmkns\m¸w At§m«nd§n. At¸mÄ  tNS¯n 
tNmZn¨p: "CsX´mSm ChnsS apä¯v aWÂ hncn¡m¯Xv? 
apäs¯Ãmw ]pÃv tIdn InS¡phmWtÃm. aWen\v  ChnsS 
henb hnebmtWm?'

    "A½¨o,  ChnsS \m«ntet¸mse Bcpw apä¯v aW 
enSnÃ. CXv ]pÃv ]nSn¨XÃ, ]nSn¸n¨XmWv. CXv {]tXyIw 
hm§p¶ \Ã C\w ]pÃmWv. AXp IqsS¡qsS \\bv¡pIbpw 
sh«pIbpw hÃt¸mgpw hfw sN¿pIbpw thWw.'

   "ChnSn{Xbpw \Ã ]pÃpÅ ØnXn¡v ]iphns\ 
hfÀ¯m³ \Ã tiemWtÃm.' A¶m½ tNS¯n AXv ]d 
ªt¸mÄ tPmkn\v Nncn h¶p.

    \m«nÂ \n¶v Xm³ t]mcpt¼mÄ Atacn¡bnÂ sN 
¶n«v Abbv¡m³ ]dªv ]ecpw A\h[n I¯pIÄ sImSp 
¯phn« Imcyw tNS¯n At¸mgmWv HmÀ¯Xv. _mKnÂ \n¶v 
B I¯pIfpsS henb sI«v Iïp]nSn¨p tNS¯n tPmkns\ 
GÂ]n¨p.

    I¯pIfpsS F®hpw hnemkhpw {i²n¨ tijw 
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tPmkv Acnit¯msS ]dªp: "Atacn¡bpsSbpw Im\U 
bpsSbpw hnhn[ `mK§fnepÅ aebmfnIÄs¡Ãmapïv C 
XnÂ I¯pIÄ. F´n\mWv Cu Is¯Ãmw a\pjycn§s\ 
A½¨osS I¿nÂ sI«ntbÂ¸n¨p hn«Xv?'

    "AsX´mSm A§s\ ]dbp¶Xv?' tNS¯n Acni 
t¯msS tNmZn¨p. "\m«o¶v X]meneb¨mÂ Npcp§nbXv 
A©p cq]m hoXsa¦nepw BIntÃ?'

   "A½¨nbv¡v Adnbm³ taemªn«m. CsXÃmw Ch 
Sp¶bbv¡Wsa¦nÂ Hmtcm¶n\pw Npcp§nbXv 25 skânsâ 
Ìms¼m«n¡Ww.'

  "Hm... AXmtWm henb I¸ev. 25 ss]kbmtWm 
A©p cq]bmtWm hepXv?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw hn«nÃ.

   "A½¨o, 25 ss]kbÃ; ChnsS skâmWv. 25 skâv. 
\m«nse A©p cq]bv¡v Xpeyam. ]ns¶ F´m em`ancn 
¡ps¶? B hnebv¡pÅ Ìms¼m«n¨v \m«o¶n§b¨mÂ  
t]msc. shdpsX bm{X¡msc t]mÌÂ Un¸mÀ«v-saâm¡tWm?'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n kam[m\n¸n¨psImïp ]dªp. 
"t]ms« tPmsk, ChnsS CXbbv¡m³ C{X ]Ww apS¡p 
sï¶p Rm\dntªm! GXmbmepw sImïph¶ntÃ, C¶p 
Xs¶ A§bt¨cv.'

 "cïmgvN Ignbs«, CsXm¶pw A{X AXymhiy 
apÅ I¯mbncn¡ptIe. \m«o¶v Bsc¦nepw C§v t]mcp 
¶q¶v tIÄ¡p¼gm Hmtcmcp¯\pw Atacn¡bv¡v I¯b 
bv¡m³ ]qXnbm¡p¶Xv.'

    FXnscm¶pw ]dbmsX A¶m½t¨S¯n Is¯Ãmw 
XncnsI _mKnÂ sImïpt]mbn h¨p.

    tPmknsâ ASp¯v XncnsI h¶n«v tNS¯n Hcp 
kwibw tNmZn¨p. "A¸tg... Cu I¯pIÄ In«m³ sshIn 
bmÂ a\pjycp tNmZn¨m F¶m kam[m\w ]dbpw?'

 "AXn\mtWm {]bmkw. Bcpw tNmZn¡ptIe. AYhm 
tNmZn¨mÂ¯s¶ h¶ DSs\bpÅ Xnc¡nÂ ads¶¶p ]
dªmÂ aXn.'

 Atacn¡bnÂ h¶n«pw Chsâ A¸\nÂ\n¶p In«nb 
Ipcp«p_p²ns¡mcp IpdhpanÃtÃm F¶p tNS¯n a\ÊnÂ 
]dªp.

 X¦½bpw tPmkpw A½¨nbpsS Ccphi§fnepw 
Ccp¶p hÀ¯am\w ]dbp¶Xn\nSbnÂ tPmkv ]dªp: 
"A½¨n C\n Cu IpWp¡v Ducn shbv¡Ww; \m«nÂ t]m 
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Ipt¼mÄ XncnsI sImïp s]mbv-t¡m.'

 AXv Cãs¸SmsX IpWp¡nÂ ]nSn¨psImïv tNS 
¯n ]dªp: "At¿mSm! Fsâ sIm¡nÂ Poh\psïÂ CXv 
]dn¡m³ Rm³ k½Xnt¡e. Fs¶ ]¯mw hbÊnÂ sI 
«n¡pw ap¼v Fsâ A¸³  hm§n¯¶Xm.'

 "AXp]dªmÂ ChnsS \S¸nÃ.' X¦½bpsS {Iqc 
amb hm¡pIÄ.

 IpWp¡n\v hnS ... 
 A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp: "F\ns¡mcp \nÀ_Ôap 
ÅXv \½sfhnsS t]mbmepw \½psS ]mc¼cy§Ä \ne\nÀ 
¯Wsa¶pÅXmWv.'

    tPmkv ]dªp: "_m¡n Hs¡ \ne\nÀ¯nbv-t¡m;  
]t£ IpWp¡v  DucWw. IhWnbv¡v ]Icw kmcnbpam¡Ww.'

    X¦½ Iq«nt¨À¯p: "AXp t]mcm; ho«nembncn¡p 
t¼mÄ ss\än C«mÂ aXn.'

 "F\n¡p tae A¨³amsct¸mse tfml C«v \S¡m³.' 
A¶½t¨S¯n Nncn¨psImïv XpSÀ¶p: "AhÀ¡pt]mepw 
Ct¸mÄ tfml thï, ]mâpw jÀ«pw aXn.'

 X¦½bv¡v Acniw h¶p: "A½¨n \nÀ_Ô_p²n 
XpS§nbmse§\m? Nt«w apïpw t\änbv¡n«mÂ Bcm A 
sXÃmw \\bv¡pt¶? ChnsS ]ecpw hcp¶XtÃ; ss\än 
Xs¶ CSWw. N«bv¡pw apïn\pw IhWn¡pw ]Icw Rm³ 
»ukpw ]mhmSbpw A½¨nbpsS Afhn\v Xbv]n¨p Xcmw. 
kmcn A½¨n sImïp h¶nsÃ¦nepw ]gbXv Iptd t¢mk 
änÂ InS¸pïv.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n C¯cw \nÀt±i§tfmSv BZy 
sams¡ FXnÀs¯¦nepw \m«nÂ \n¶ph¶ aäp tNS¯nam 
cmcpw IpWp¡pw IhWnbpw D]tbmKn¡p¶nsÃ¶p a\Ên 
embt¸mÄ \nÀ_Ô_p²n shSnªv tPmknsâbpw X¦½ 
bpsSbpw hcpXnbv¡p h¶p. AhÀ ]dª{]Imcw sNbvX 
t¸mÄ X\n¡v ]¯ncp]Xv hbÊv Ipdsª¶v AhÀ¡v 
tXm¶n.

    ]IÂ kab¯pw A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS I®pIÄ¡v 
I\w IqSn. AhÀ Dd¡w Xq§phm³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ tPmkv 
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]dªp: "A½¨n t]mbn InSt¶m.'

    Atacn¡bnÂ h¶Xns\ XpSÀ¶pÅ BZy Znhk 
§fnÂ tNS¯nbv¡v ]IÂ Dd¡hpw cm{XnbnÂ Dd¡anÃ 
bvabpambn. CsXs´mcp ieyamsW¶v tNS¯n tNmZn¨ 
t¸mÄ tPmkv ]dªp: "ChnsS ]Iembncn¡pt¼mÄ C´y 
bnÂ cm{Xnbm. A½¨osS Dd¡¯nsâ ioew H¶v Xncnªv 
hcWw. AXn\v HcmgvNbne[nIw FSp¡pw. AXpsImïv 
]IÂ a\x]qÀhw Dd§mXncn¡Ww.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n \m«nÂ \n¶v h¶ Znhkw apXÂ 
IqsS¡qsS tPmknt\mSv ]dbpw: "tamt\, Ip«¸mbnsb t^m 
WnÂ hnfn¨v Rm³ h¶ hnhcw H¶dnbn¡tï?'

    tPmkv ]dbpw: "AXn\v Rm³ I¯nSp¶pïv. \m«n 
te¡pÅ t^m¬ hnfn¡v sImÃp¶ NmÀPm.'

    "Nne kab¯v hnfn¨mÂ tdäv Ipdhpïv. thWsa¦nÂ 
B kabw t\m¡n hnfn¡mw.' C§s\ ]dªXÃmsX tPmkv 
hnfn¡pItbm FgpXpItbm sNbvXnÃ. AXnÂ A¶m½t¨ 
S¯nbv¡v AaÀjapïv.

    tNS¯n h¶Xnsâ aq¶mw\mÄ cmhnse \m«nÂ \n 
¶v Ip«¸mbnbpsS t^m¬ h¶p. AXv IfÎvtImÄ Bbn 
cp¶Xn\mÂ tPmkn\v Acniambn. ImcWw km[mcW  hnfn 
¡p¶Xnt\¡mÄ IqSnb \nc¡v B hnfn¡v tPmkv Atacn 
¡bnÂ sImSp¡Ww. F¦nepw B Acniw ]pdsa ImWn¨nÃ. 
IpdªtdäpÅ kabw t\m¡n At§m«v hnfn¡mXncp¶Xv 
aï¯camsb¶v AbmÄ¡v At¸mÄ tXm¶n.

    \m«nÂ ktlmZcnbpsSbpw knÌdnsâbpw \nÀ_
Ôw sImïv AbÂhmkn tXmakv tN«sâ ho«nÂ \n¶mWv 
hnfn¡p¶sX¶pw BZyw AeIv-kns\ hnfn¨n«v AhnsS B 
cpw t^m¬ FSp¡m¯Xn\memWv tPmknsâ ho«nÂ hnfn 
¨sX¶pw Ip«¸mbn hnhcn¨p.

    AbmfpsS B{Kl{]Imcw tPmkv dnkohÀ A¶m½ 
tNS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ sImSp¯p.

    dnkohÀ h¨p \o«nbt¸mÄ AXv D]tbmKn¨n«nÃm¯ 
A¶m½ tNS¯nbv¡v Ft´m `bw. Ad¨d¨v AhÀ AXv 
hm§n kwkmcn¡m³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ tPmknsâ aq¯ aIÄ 
Sn\n ]dªp: "{Kmâv am, AXv tdmMv th. A§s\ tlmÄUv 
sNbvXm {KmâvambpsS kv]o¨v AhnsStbm AhnSps¯ kv 
]o¨v {Kmâvambv-t¡m tIÄ¡m³ ]änÃ.' t^m¬ icn¡v ]nSn 
¡phm³ AhÄ {Kmâv amsb ]Tn¸n¨p.
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    tIcf¯nepÅ Ip«¸mbntbmSv C§v Atacn¡bn 
encn¡p¶ Xm³ t\cnÂ kwkmcn¨t¸mÄ A¶m½ tNS 
¯nbpsS I\w IpdªXmbn tXm¶n. tPmknsâ \nÀ_Ô 
{]Imcw XmaknbmsX t^m¬ Xmsg sh¨p.

    GXm\pw Znhk§Ä¡Iw \yqtbmÀ¡v, Im\U, sSIv-
kmkv, temkv BRvPekv XpS§n hnZqcØe§fnÂ \n¶v 
tNS¯n h¶Xdnªv ]e t^m¬ hnfnIÄ h¶p. an¡hÀ¡pw 
A½¨ntbmSv t\cn«v kwkmcn¡Ww.

 A§s\ ]e {]mhiyw t^m¬ D]tbmKn¨Xn\mÂ 
tNS¯nbv¡v t^mWnt\mSpïmb `bw amdn {]nbw h¶p.

    Nnet¸mÄ t^m¬ s_ÃSn¡pt¼mÄ X\n¡mbncn 
¡psa¶v hnNmcn¨p tNS¯n dnkohÀ FSp¯p Dds¡ tNm 
Zn¡pw: "At¿m..At§ Xp¼¯mcm?'

    Bsc¦nepw Cw¥ojnÂ kwkmcn¨mÂ tNS¯n DSs\ 
t^m¬ Xmsg hbv¡pw.

    Hcn¡Â A¶m½ tNS¯n am{Xta ho«nÂ Dïmbn 
cp¶pÅq. ASp¸n¨v aq¶v t^m¬ hnfnIÄ h¶p; FÃmw 
Cw¥ojnÂ. tNS¯nbv¡v Acniw h¶p. DSs\ hcp¶p asämcp 
hnfnIqSn. tNS¯n tZjys¸«p sN¶v t^m¬ FSp¯n«v ]
dªp: "t]mSm kmbnt¸... \nsâ At½ sN¶v hnfnsbSm...'

    DSs\ t^mWneqsS aebmf¯nsemcp kwkmcw: "F 
sâ A½sbXs¶bm Rm³ hnfn¡p¶Xv.' AXv AeIv-knsâ 
iÐambncp¶p.

    A¶m½ tNS¯n IqSpXÂ Znhkhpw AeIv-knsâ 
A¸mÀ«v-saânÂ Xmaknt¡ïXn\mÂ Ah³ AhnsS Hcp 
B³kdnMv sajo³ hm§n h¨p. AhnsS aämcpanÃm¯t¸mÄ 
t^mWSn¨mÂ A½¨n FSp¡cpsX¶pw, t^m¬ hnfn¡p¶ 
BÄ sajo\nÂ tS¸v sN¿m³ kwkmcn¡p¶Xv tIÄ¡p 
t¼mÄ aebmf¯nÂ BsW¦nÂ am{Xta FSp¯p kwkm 
cn¡mhp F¶pw Ah³ A½¨nbv¡v  \nb{´Ww sh¨p.

    Atacn¡bnÂ h¶Xnsâ ]ntä¶v apXÂ ASp¯pÅ 
It¯men¡m ]ÅnbnÂ t]mIphm³ tNS¯n \nÀ_Ôn 
¡mdpsï¦nepw RmbdmgvN am{Xta t]m¡v \S¶pÅp.

    A¶v tPmkpw X¦½bpw aq¶p a¡fpw A½¨ntbm 
sSm¯v hm\nÂ Ibdn ]ÅnbnÂ t]mbn. ]ÅnbnÂ Ahsc 
Ãmhcpw Htc _©nÂ Ccn¡m³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ tNS¯n 
X¦½tbmSv tNmZn¨p: "ChnSs¯ ]ÅnbnÂ BWpws]®pw 
IqSn¡pgªmtWm Ccn¡p¶Xv? CcpIq«À¡pw shtÆsd 
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`mK§fntÃ?'

    CXv ]dªpXocpw apt¼ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS A 
Sp¯v Hcp XSn¨ kmbn¸pw aZm½bpw IqSn h¶ncp¶p.

    Xms\mcp kv{XobmsW¶v IW¡m¡n aZm½sb Xsâ 
ASp¯v Ccp¯p¶Xn\v ]Icw kmbn¸v ASp¯ncp¶t¸mÄ 
tNS¯n X¦½bpsS hit¯¡v \nc§n \o§phm³ XpS§n.

    A§v \o§p¶Xn\v ]Icw X¦½ Acnis¸«v ]
dªp: "AhnsS AS§nbncn A½¨n, AbmÄ ISn¨p Xn¶ 
s¯m¶panÃ.'

    Xsâ `À¯mhnt\mtSm¶n¨p t]mepw C§s\ ]
ÅnbnÂ Ccn¡pItbm ap«pIp¯pItbm sNbvXn«nsÃ¦nepw 
Atacn¡bnÂ h¶pt]mbtÃm Ft¶mÀ¯v FÃm¯n\pw hg 
§n. Hcp ImcWhimepw kmbn¸nsâ ssI Xsâ tZlt¯m, 
Xsâ ssI kmbn¸nsâ tZlt¯m ap«msX tNS¯n kq£n 
¨ncp¶p.

    IpÀ_m\bpw {]kwKhpw a\ÊnembnsÃ¦nepw A¨ 
sâ BwKy¯n\\pkcn¨v kµÀ`w a\Ênem¡n tNS¯n 
aebmfw IpÀ_m\bnse X\n¡v ImWm¸mTw Adnbmhp¶ 
`mK§Ä sNmÃns¡mïncp¶p.

    FÃmhÀ¡pw Ccn¡phm³ _©pIfpw ap«pIp¯m³ 
Ipjy³ ]nSn¸n¨ ]SnIfpw {i²n¨p sImïv tNS¯n a\ÊnÂ 
]dªp: "CShI¸Ånbnepw CsXms¡ XpS§m³ \m«nÂ 
sNÃpt¼mÄ hnImcnb¨\p ]dªp sImSp¡Ww.'

    ImgvNhbv]n\v kabambt¸mÄ kyq«v [cn¨ Hcp 
Idp¼³ hSnbnÂ \o«n¸nSn¸n¨ NXpc ]m{Xhpambn kvtXm 
{X¡mgvN ]ncnhn\p h¶p. Atacn¡¡mcmb CShI¡mÀ ]
t¯m Ccp]tXm AXne[nItam tUmfÀ t\À¨ C«t¸mÄ 
tPmkv hfsc HXp¡¯nÂ Hcp tUmfÀ t\À¨bn«Xv tNS¯n 
{i²n¨p.

    FÃm RmbdmgvNIfnepw ]¯p ss]k hoXw kvtXm 
{X¡mgvNbn«p ioen¨ tNS¯nbv¡pw Atacn¡bnÂ hcp 
hm³ km[n¨Xn\v \µnbmbn¡qSn Fs´¦nepw t\À¨bn 
«mÂ sIm Åmsa¶v tXm¶n. F¶mÂ Atacn¡bnÂ h¶ 
t¸mÄ NneÀ k½m\n¨v Xsâ ssIhiapÅXnÂ Gähpw  
Xmgv¶ t\m«v A©p tUmfdntâXmbncp¶p. \mev Hä t\m 
«pIÄ FSp¯n«v A©nsâ t\m«v ]m{X¯nÂ CSmsa¶v 
IcpXn tNS¯n ]m{X¯nÂ I¿n«v aq¶v Hä t\m«pIÄ 
X¸nsbSp¯p. \memat¯Xn\mbn Xncªt¸mÄ tNS¯n 
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bpsS Dt±iip²n a\Ênem¡m¯ Idp¼³ IqSpXÂ \ãs¸ 
SmXncn¡m³ t\À¨]m{Xhpw sImïv Acnis¸«v ASp¯ 
_©nte¡v \o§n.

    CsXÃmw Iïv ASp¯ncp¶ kmbn¸pw aZm½bpw 
Nncn¡p¶Xp Iït¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS XpSbnÂ \pÅns¡mïv 
X¦½ tNmZn¨p: "F´v Xchgnbm Cu ImWn¡p¶Xv?'

    "FSo, Rm\mZyw A©nsâ t\m«n«mÂ _m¡n XncnsI 
FSp¡pw ap¼v Ah³ IS¶p Ifsª¦ntem¶v IcpXnbm  
\memZyw FSp¡msa¶v sh¨Xv. AsX§\m \mev Hät\m«v 
FSp¯p Xocpw apt¼ Ah³ IS¶pIfªnsÃ?'

 X§sf Ipdn¨v sXän²mcW DïmIcpXtÃm F¶p 
IcpXn X¦½ A½¨nbpsS ]¡Â \n¶v A©nsâ t\m«v 
hm§n kvtXm{XImgvN FSp¡p¶hsc Iïv hnhcw ]dªv 
AtXÂ¸n¨p. Hcp tUmfdnsâ t\m«v XncnsI hm§n A½ 
¨nbv¡pw sImSp¯p.

   HmknÂ Im¸nbpw hbdp \ndsb 
tUmWäpw 

 IpÀ_m\ ]IpXnbmbn«pw ImÀ½nI³ ]ndtIm«v Xncn 
ªp\nÂ¡m¯Xv Iït¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n X¦½tbmSv 
]Xnsb tNmZn¨p: "CsX¶m Ifnbm, amÀ¸m¸ tIm«b¯v 
DZvLmS\w sNbvsX¶p ]dª ]pXnb IpÀ_m\ CXphsc 
ChnsS XpS§nbntÃ?'

 A½¨nbpsS IqsS¡qsSbpÅ aï³ tNmZy§Ä 
tI«v X¦½bv¡v Acniw h¶p. AhÄ ]dªp: "ChnSpÅ 
k`m[nImcnIÄ Iptd¡qSn hnhcapÅhcm. ]pdtIm«v t]mIm 
\Ã, Ime¯ns\m¯v apt¼m«v t]mIm\m AhÀ t\m¡p¶Xv. 
A½¨nbvs¡m¶p anïmXncn¡mthm?'

 tNS¯n ]n¶[nIw anïnbnÃ. IpÀ_m\bv¡nSbnÂ 
kam[m\w Biwkn¡p¶ kabambt¸mÄ Xsâ ASp¯p 
\n¶ kmbn¸v aZm½sb sI«n¸nSn¨v Npw_n¡p¶Xv Iïp.  
]Ånbv¡I¯pw a\pjycv C¯cw hr¯ntISv ImWn¡ptam 
F¶p tNS¯n Nn´n¨pXocpwap¼v kmbn¸v Nncn¨psImïv 
ssIbpw \o«n tNS¯nbpsS t\sc Xncnªp.

 "At¿m' F¶v Dds¡ Imdns¡mïv A¶m½t¨S¯n 
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XÅn ]pdtIm«v amdn.

    kmbn¸n\v AXnibw; aZm½bv¡v Nncn. NpänepapÅ 
Nne BfpIfpsS {i² A¶m½t¨S¯nbntebv¡v Xncnªp. 
A½¨nsb Xm§n¸nSn¨psImïv X¦½ ]dªp: "Abmfv 
A½¨nsb sI«n¸nSn¡nÃ. kam[m\w Biwkn¡m³ tj¡v 
lm³Uv Xcp¶Xm.'

    X¦½bpsS \nÀ_Ôw aqew tNS¯n Ad¨d v̈ kmbn 
¸n\v lkvXZm\w \evIn.

    ]ÅnbnÂ \n¶v ]pd¯nd§n hm\nÂ Ibdp¶Xn\v 
]Icw asämcp Znibnte¡v \S¶t¸mÄ tNS¯n tPmkn 
t\mSv tNmZn¨p: "\½sfhnSm, skant¯coÂ {]mÀ°n¡m³ 
t]IphmtWm?'

    "ChnsS Hmtcm ]Ånbv¡pw shtÆsd skant¯cn 
bnÃ.' tPmkv hniZoIcn¨p. "]e ]ÅnIÄ¡v s]mXphmbn 
H¶p ImWpw. C¶v CShIbnse GtXm kwLS\¡mcpsS 
[\tiJcWmÀ°w ]mcnjv tlmfnÂ Im¸nbpw tUmWäpw 
hnÂ¡p¶psï¶v A¨³ ]ÅnbnÂ Adnbn¨p. \½Ä Ah 
hm§n Ign¡m³ t]mIphm.'

    "AsXt´m¶mSm Cu tUmWäv?' inipklPamb 
coXnbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n hoïpw kwibw tNmZn¨p.

    "AXv sImgp¸v tNÀ¯v hfbcq]¯nÂ Dïm¡p¶ 
HcpXcw sdm«nbm; \Ã a[pcapïmIpw.'

    IpÀºm\bnÂ am{XaÃ, ]Ån¡mcpsS [\tiJc 
WmÀ°w \S¯p¶ NS§pIfnepw Xsâ aI³ kw_Ôn 
¡p¶tÃm Ft¶mÀ¯v tNS¯nbv¡v kt´mjambn.

    ]mcojv tlmfnse¯n tPmkpw X¦½bpw aq¶pa 
¡fpw hbdp\ndsb Im¸nbpw tUmWäpw Ign¨p. AXn\nsS 
tlmfnÂ IqSnb [mcmfw aebmfnIÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nsb 
]cnNbs¸SpIbpw Ipiew ]dbpIbpw sNbvXp. NneÀ tNS 
¯nbpsS IpWp¡p amänbXn\pw kmcn NpänbXn\pw A`n\
µ\w Adnbn¨p.

    AeIv-kpw eqknbpw tPmtam\pw ]mcojv tlmfnÂ 
h¶ncp¶p. AhÀ aS§pwhgn tPmknsâ ho«nte¡v hcp 
sa¶p ]dªp. Im¸nbpw tUmWäpw Ign¨p Xocmdmbt¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n tPmknt\mSp tNmZn¨p: "\½fo Ign¨Xns\
Ãmw IqSn F{X cq] hnehcpw?'

    tPmkv a\¡W¡p Iq«nbn«p ]dªp: "]pd¯pIS 
bnÂ \n¶p hm§nbmÂ \½Ä Bdpt]À Ign¨Xn\v Npcp§n 
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bXv ]¯p tUmfsd¦nepw hcpw. ChnsS \ap¡v CãapÅ 
XpI B tai¸pd¯ph¨n«pÅ ]m{X¯nÂ kw`mh\bmbn 
C«mÂ aXn.'

    lmÄ hn«nd§nbt¸mÄ tPmkv Hcp tUmfÀ am{Xw 
]m{X¯nenSp¶Xp {i²n¨ tNS¯n hm\nÂ Ibdpt¼mÄ 
tPmknt\mSv tNmZn¨p: "AsX¶m IfnbmSm... \½Ä ]¯p 
tUmfdnsâ Ign¨n«v Hcp tUmfdtÃ \o sImSp¯pÅq?'

    "Hm... AXn¸w \½Ä H¶p sImSpt¯m Ccp]Xp sImSp 
t¯m¶v Bcm Adnbp¶Xv? NneÀ IqSpXenSpw; aäpNneÀ 
Ipd¨ns«¶pw hcpw.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n AXnibt¯msS tNmZn¨p: "CXp 
t]memtWmSm aäp aebmfnIfpw sN¿p¶Xv?'

 "]n¶ÃmsX.' tPmkv hmt\mSn¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ Nncn 
¨psImïv ]dªp.

    tPmkXp anSp¡mbn IW¡m¡ps¶¦nepw tNS¯n 
bv¡v AXv hfsc tamiambn tXm¶n. Atacn¡bv¡v h¶v 
Cãwt]mse ]Wapïm¡nbn«pw \m«nset¸mse ]Ånsb 
hln¡m\mWtÃm Ct¸mgpw ChÀ {ian¡p¶sX¶v tNS¯n 
eÖtbmsS Nn´n¨p.

    ho«nÂ h¶pIbdnbt¸mÄ tSmWn Sn.hn. Hm¬ sNbvXp. 
Ah³ {KmâvambpsS ASp¯ncp¶v AIsebpÅ Sn.hn. sk 
änse Nm\epIÄ amäp¶Xp Iït¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
tNmZn¨p: "CsX§\m tamt\ Hcp än.hn.bnÂ Htckabw  
\qdpIq«w t{]m{Kmwkv?'

    tSmWn dntam«v I¬t{SmÄ {KmâvambpsS I¿nÂ sIm 
Sp¯n«v AXp]tbmKn¨v Nm\epIÄ amäp¶ hn[w ImWn 
¨psImSp¯p. Atacn¡¡mcpsS Sn.hn.bnÂ AXnibw tXm 
¶nb A¶m½t¨S¯n ASp¡fbnÂ ]WnXpsImïncp¶ 
X¦½tbmSv tNmZn¨p: "tamtf, C´ybnse Sn.hn.bnÂ C§s\ 
Htckabw ]e ]cn]mSn CÃtÃm. F¶ns«t´ \n§Ä Chn 
Sps¯ Sn.hn. Hsc®w At§m«v Abbv¡mXncp¶Xv? F¦nÂ 
Fs´Ãmw ]cn]mSnIÄ R§Ä¡hnsS ImWmambncp¶p!'

 Atacn¡bnse Sn.hn. AhnsS D]tbmKn¡phm³ ]
änsÃ¶pw CXv AhnsS sImïpsN¶mÂ Cu t{]m{KmapIÄ 
In«pIbnsÃ¶pw X¦½ ]dªt¸mÄ AhÄ IÅw ]dbpI 
bmsW¶mWv tNS¯nbv¡v tXm¶nbXv.

    Iptd Ignªt¸mÄ ]ÅnbnÂ \n¶v AeIv-kpw eq 
knbpw tPmtam\pw h¶p. AeIv-kns\ Iït¸mÄ tNS¯n 
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bv¡v henb kt´mjambn. Fgpt¶äp\n¶v A½¨n B aI 
t\mSv _lpam\w ImWn¨p.

    AXp {i²n¨ eqkn Xami cqt]W ]dªp: "A½¨n 
C¡W¡n\v AeIv-kn\v kvXpXnbpw sNmÃpatÃm.'

 "F\ns¡¶pw Fsâ tams\ _lpam\amSo.' A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n hn«nÃ. "\n\¡tÃ _lpam\anÃms¯. \o F´m t]
cmtWm Ahs\ hnfn¡p¶Xv? ssZhta... CsXs´mcp Imew!'

    AeIvkpw eqknbpw kvt\lt¯msS A½¨nbpsS 
Ccphi§fnepw Ccp¶p. tPmtamsâ \nÀ_Ô{]Imcw tSmWn 
Sn.hn. \nÀ¯n cïmw\nebnÂ sKbnw Ifn¡m³ t]mbn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AeIv-knt\mSv {]tXyI kvt\
lhpw _lpam\hpapïmIm³ ImcWapïv. Ah³ ]ïv 
skan\mcnbnÂ ]Tn¨v tfmlbn«XmWv. ]t£ Ft´m \n 
ÊmcImcW¯nsâ t]cnÂ A¨\mIp¶Xn\p cïpsImÃw 
ap¼v Ahs\bn§v ]dªphn«p. AtXmÀ¯psImïv A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n ]dªp: "FSo, Ch³ skan\mcnbnÂ A¨·mtcw 
sa{Xm·mtcw Ifnbm¡n B \mSIw Ifn¨nÃmbncps¶¦o ]
tï A¨\mtbt\. Rms\t´mcw {]mÀ°n¨Xm.' s\SphoÀ 
t¸msSbmWv tNS¯n AXp ]dªp \nÀ¯nbXv.

    eqkn ]dªp: "tae[nImcnIsf Ifnbm¡nbmÂ 
AhÀ¡nãs¸Sptam? A¨\mbn«v Cu Xamsims¡ A§nd 
¡nbmt¸mcmbncpt¶m? Fsâ Xtehtc¶p ]dªmÂ aXn 
btÃm.'

 "Ignhpw hyànXzhpaÅhÀ skan\mco¶p NmSpw' 
AeIvkv Hcp X¯zsa¶t]mse ]dªp. F¶n«p Iq«nt¨ 
À¯p: "\mSIw Ifn¨Xnsâ t]cnsem¶paÃ Rm³ AhnsS  
\n¶p t]m¶Xv.'

    AXptI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn. 
AhÀ Bthit¯msS tNmZn¨p: "F¶n«p \mSIw Ifn¨Xnsâ 
t]cnemsW¶mWtÃm A¶p \o FÃmhtcmSpw ]dªXv.'

    "F¶p ]dªmÂ A¶p \m«pImcptSw \n§fptSw 
ap¼nÂ \n¶ps]mdp¡tï?'

    "]ns¶ F´p Ipcp¯t¡Sm ImWn¨Xv?' bYmÀ° 
ImcWadnbm³ eqknbv¡v XnSp¡ambn. "C§s\btÃ Hmtcm 
clkyw ]pd¯p hcq.'

    "Fâ½¨o, cq]tXsS A¶s¯ t]mfnknb\pkcn 
¨v skan\mcn¡mtcw A¨·mtcw hntZi¯phn«p ]Tn¸n¡p 
IbnÃmbncp¶p. AXnÂ sImXn¨v Bcpw A¨\mIsï¶pw  
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{]kvXmhn¨ncp¶p. Hcp km[mcW A¨\mIm\Ã Fsâ hn 
fo¶p tXm¶o¸w Rm³ ho«nÂ t]m¶p; ]ns¶ Atacn¡bv¡pw.'

    "Atacn¡bv¡v h¶Xv Rm³ t\gv-kmbXpsImïv.' 
eqkn ipWvTn ]dªp.

    "sImÅmw, AsÃ¦nÂ \nsâ Igp¯nÂ Rm³ Xmen 
hbv¡pambncpt¶m?' AeIv-kpw hn«nÃ.

  Xsâ a¡fnÂ Gähpw Ignhpw hnhchpapÅh³ Ae 
Iv-kmsW¶v tNS¯nbv¡v Adnbmw. aX]camb ]e kwib 
§fpw Aht\mSmWv AhÀ tNmZn¡pI ]Xnhv. A¶p ]Ån 
bnÂ h¨pïmb Hcp kwibw tNS¯n NÀ¨bv-s¡Sp¯p: 

 "tams\, ChnSps¯ ]ÅnbnÂ Aevta\nIfpw s] 
®p§fpt]mepw IpÀ_m\ Fgp¶Ån¨psImSp¡p¶Xv I 
ïtÃm!'

    At¸mgmWv eqkn Hcp ImcytamÀ¯Xv. AhÄ tNm 
Zn¨p: "AXmtWm IpÀºm\ kzoIcW¯nsâ t\c¯v A½¨n 
sse³ amdn amdn HmSn\S¶Xv?'

    tNS¯n Kucht¯msS ]dªp: "Rm³ Hcp sse 
\nÂ \n¶v A§Sp¡mdmbt¸mgm Hcp s]{¼t¶mcm IpÀ_m\ 
sImSp¡ps¶¶p IïXv. AhtfmsS§\m IpÀ_m\ hm 
§pt¶? At¸mÄ Rm³ asämcp sse\nÂ t]mbn \n¶p. 
Iptd Ignªt¸mgm AhnsS IpÀ_m\ sImSp¡p¶Xv Hcp 
taÂaoi¡mc\msW¶p IïXv. Rm³ AhnSp¶pw HmSn 
IpÀ_m\ sNmÃnb A¨sâ ASp¡Â \n¶p Xs¶ kzoI 
cn¨p.'

    CXptI«v ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶p h¶ X¦½ Nncn¨p 
sImïv ]dªp. "Cu A½¨osS Imcyw henb ]pInem... 
A½¨o, B taÂaoi¡mc³ ChnSps¯ AkvtX´nb¨\m.'

 "AsXtbm?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn. 
"ChnSps¯ t]meokpImÀ¡v t]mepw taÂaoibnÃtÃm?'

    AXptI«v AeIv-kv ]dªp: "CsXmcp kzX{´ cmPy 
amW½¨o. C§s\bpÅ hyàn]camb Imcy§fnÂ Chn 
Smcpw XebnSnÃ. ChnsS h¶p taÂaoi h¨ aebmfn A¨ 
·mcpapïv.'

   "DtÆm! CsXms¡ BÀ¡dnbmw!' A¶m½t¨S¯n {] 
XnIcn¨p. AhÀ hoïpw hnjb¯nte¡p IS¶p. "F¶n 
s«t´ \½psS \m«nÂ Aevta\nIfmcpw IpÀ_m\ Fgp¶ 
Ån¨p sImSp¡m¯Xv? AhnsS ]ÅnIfnÂ CXnepw henb 
BÄ¡q«atÃ? Hc¨³ X\nsb F{Xt\cw sImïm IpÀ_m\ 
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sImSp¯p XoÀ¡p¶Xv?'

    eqkn Nncn¨psImïv AXn\p adp]Sn ]dªp: "A 
hnsS AevambÀ¡v IpÀ_m\ Fgp¶Ån¨p sImSp¡m³ A\p 
hZn¨mÂ A½¨nsbt¸mepÅhÀ AhcpsS ASp¡Â sN¶v 
IpÀ_m\ kzoIcn¡ptam?'

 "AXn\p \½psS \m«nÂ A§s\ ioen¸n¡m¯ 
XpsImïv.' AeIv-kv Aev]w Acnit¯msS ]dªp. "]ïv 
ChnsSbpw A¨·mcp am{Xam IpÀ_m\ sImSp¯ncp¶Xv. 
AevambÀ IpÀ_m\ sImSp¡p¶Xnt\mSv s]mcp¯s¸«p 
hcphm³ ChnS¯pImÀ¡pw _p²nap«v h¶p. ]n¶osSÃmw 
kzm`mhnIambn. F´pthïn, \m«nÂ Bbnc¡W¡n\mfp 
IÄ¡v Hc¨³Xs¶ IpÀ_m\ sImSpt¡ïXpsImïtÃ 
IpÀ_m\bv¡v hcp¶hscsbÃmw hnip² IpÀ_m\ kzoIcn 
¡m³ A¨·mcpw t{]mÕmln¸n¡m¯Xv. IpÀ_m\ ssI 
s¡mÅmsX§\m _en ]qÀ¯nbmIp¶Xv?'

I]ymcmIp¶XnÂ A`nam\w
  X¦½ asämcp hnjb¯ntebv¡v IS¶p: "A½¨n 
{i²nt¨m; ChnsS IpÀ_m\ \mhnÂ kzoIcn¡Wsa¶p 
\nÀ_ÔanÃ. I¿nÂ hm§mw.'

 "tM... t\mtcm!' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn. 
"AsX§\m A¨·mÀ¡pw taÂ¸«¡mÀ¡patÃ IpÀ_m\ 
ssIsImïp sXmSm³ ]äq?'

    At¸mÄ eqkn ]dªp: "AX§p \m«nÂs¨¶p ]
dªmÂ aXn. ChnsS hnizmknIÄ ]ÅnbnÂ hcWsa¦nÂ 
k`bpw Ime¯ns\m¯v DbcWw.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n hoïpw AXnibt¯msS ]dªp: 
"ChnsS ]ntÅsc¡qSmsX henb B{¼t¶m·mcpw A¨sâ 
IqsS AÄ¯mtcÂ Ibdn IpÀ_m\bv¡p IqSptIw teJ\w 
hmbn¡ptIw Hs¡ sN¿p¶pïtÃm!'

    At¸mÄ X¦½ hniZoIcn¨p: "\m«nÂ hmbn¡m³ 
AdnhnÃm¯ Iptd Du¸¸ntÅctÃ CsXÃmw sN¿p¶Xv? 
ChnsS i¼fw ]äp¶ I]ymcp t]mepanÃ. FÃmw apXnÀ¶ ]
e BfpIÄ tkh\ambn sN¿p¶p.'
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    eqkn Iq«nt¨À¯p: "AXn\v ChnSmÀ¡pw Hcp Ipd 
¨nepanÃ; adn¨v A`nam\tabpÅq. \m«nemtWÂ IpÀ_m\ 
bv¡v IqSnbhscsbms¡ I]ymsc¶p hnfn¨p Ifnbm¡ntbs\.'

   "A½¨n {i²nt¨m C¶v A¨sâ sXm«Sp¯p\n¶v 
IpÀ_m\bv¡v IqSpIbpw kphntijw hmbn¨v {]kwKn¡p 
Ibpw sNbvX Bfns\?' X¦½ tNmZn¨p.

    "At§cpw A¨\tÃ?' tNS¯nbv¡v kwibambn.

    X¦½ ]dªp: "At¿m... AXv A¨\Ã, Uo¡\m; ]
gb coXnbnÂ ]dªmÂ Bdmw]«¡mc³. ChnsS Ip«nIsf 
amt½mZokm ap¡pIbpw hnhmlw BioÀhZn¡pIbpw sN¿p 
¶Xv an¡t¸mgpw At§cm.'

 "Rm³ Hcp Uo¡\mIm³ Xocpam\n¨ncn¡bm.' Hcp 
aµlmkt¯msS AeIv-kv A½¨ntbmSmbn ]dªp.

 "AsX§\m \o IeymWw Ign¨p Ip«nIfpambntÃ?' 
A½¨n tNmZn¨p.

    AXn\p X¦½bmWp adp]Sn ]dªXv. "IeymWw 
Ign¨hÀ¡pw Uo¡³ ]«w In«pw. C¶p ]ÅnbnÂ Iï 
Uo¡\pw hnhmlw Ign¨p a¡fpÅbmfm. AbmÄ¡p kz´ 
ambn Ft´m _nkn\kpïv. ]ÅnbnÂ \n¶p AbmÄ¡p 
i¼fsam¶pansÃ¶mWp tI«Xv.'

    AeIv-kv ]dªp: "Fâ½¨o, \m«netÃ Aevta\nI 
Ä¡v CsXms¡ \njn[w. ChnsS AXp km[n¡mtam¶p 
Rms\m¶v t\m¡s«. AXncq]X kwLSn¸n¡p¶ Nne ¢m 
kpIfnÂ H¶pcïp hÀjw ]Tn¨mÂ F\n¡pw Uo¡³ ]«w 
In«pw.'

   "\n\¡p ]tï Nne sNdpsXms¡ In«nbXmWtÃm.' 
A¶m½t¨S¯n Nncn¨psImïp ]dªp.

 A½¨nbv¡p thsdmcp ]pInep tI¡tWm?' X¦½ 
bmWXp ]dªXv. "tPmkpw \m«nÂ In«m³  _p²nap«pÅ 
Hcp Øm\¯n\p thïn {iant¨mïncn¡phm.'

   "AsXt´m¶mSo?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v a¡fpsS ]p 
Xnb Xmev]cy§fdnbphm³ XnSp¡w IqSnh¶p.

    X¦½ XpSÀ¶p: "]pÅn¡mc³ Hcp sjhenbmdmIm³ 
t\m¡phm.'

    "Fâotimtb... sjhenbmtdm! AXn\p cq]tX henb 
]nSn]mSpw amÀ¸m¸mbpsS AwKoImtcmsams¡ thtï?' 
A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS kwibw.
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 kwib\nhmcWw hcp¯ns¡mïv AeIv-kv ]dªp. 
"ChnsS ss\äv-kv Hm^v sImf¼kv F¶ t]cnÂ Hcp kwLS\
bpïv. AXnÂ AwKXzw In«phm³ _p²nap«nÃ. AXn\p  
]Sn]Snbmbn \mep Un{KnIfpïv. \memat¯XmIpt¼mÄ  
\m«nse sjhenbmÀamsct¸mse Xs¶bpÅ thjhpw hm 
fpw sXm¸osams¡ In«pw. AhcmWv ChnsS sa{Xm·mcpsS 
HutZymKnI IÀ½§Ä¡v AI¼Sn tkhn¡p¶Xv.'

    X¦½ aµlmkt¯msS Iq«nt¨À¯p: "ASp¯ {]m 
hiyw \m«nÂ hcpt¼mÄ B thjhpw hmfpsams¡ sImïp 
t]mIm\m ]pÅn ¹m\n«ncn¡p¶Xv.'

    CsXÃmw, tI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v tImÄ 
abnÀ sImïp. Xsâ Hcp aI³ Uo¡³, asämcp¯³ sj 
henbmÀ. CXnÂ¸cw `mKysa´pthWw!

 "t]mbn«Â]w [rXnbpïv' F¶p ]dªv AeIv-kv  
]pdt¯¡nd§n. tPmkv t\cs¯ Øew hn«ncp¶p.

    AeIv-kv t]mIp¶Xv Iïv Cãs¸SmsX A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n eqkntbmSv: "Cu RmbdmgvNbpw ho«nencn¡msX 
Ch³ Ft§mt«mSpIm?'

 "RmbdmgvNsb¶Ã, tPmenbnÃm¯ Znhksam¶pw 
ChÀ¡v ho«nencn¡m³ t\canÃ. AeIv-kn\v No«pIfn {`a 
amWv. Iq«p In«nbmÂ cm{Xn apgph\pancp¶v Ifnt¨mfpw. ]ïv 
skan\mcnbnÂ \n¶v In«nb kz`mhamsW¶m tXm¶pt¶.' 
aµlmkt¯msSbmWv eqkn AXv ]dªp \nÀ¯nbXv.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXpw ]pXnsbmcp Adnhmbn 
cp¶p: "FSo No«p Ifn¨v Ah³ ]Ww Ifbp¶ptïm?'

    "Nnet¸mÄ Ifbpw; aäv Nnet¸mÄ In«pw. IfªmÂ 
HmhÀ ssSw sNbvXmsW¦nepw ]Wapïm¡ns¡mÅpw. ]
t£ Bfp ho«nÂ ImWnÃt¶bpÅq.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Nn´n¨psImïv ]dªp: "Hcp IW 
¡n\v Ch³ A¨\mbncps¶¦nÂ CShI¡mscbpw No«p Ifn 
¡mcm¡ntbs\.'

    "A§\s¯ A¨·mcpw \m«nepïtÃm.' eqknbmW 
Xp ]dªXv.

    "C§\s¯ Zp:kz`mhw hÃXpw tPmkn\ptïmSo?' 
A¶m½t¨S¯n X¦½tbmSv tNmZn¨p.

    "At¿m... Fâ½¨o H¶pw ]dbï. \m«nÂ h¨p ]
ÅnbnÂ t]mepw t]mImsX bpànbpw ]dªncp¶ tPmkv 
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ChnsS h¶t¸mÄ BsI amdn.'

 "F´mWXv?' aI\nÂ h¶ amäadnbm³ tNS¯nbv¡v 
BImw£bmbn.

   "Ct¸mÄ tPmkmWv ChnsS aebmfw IpÀ_m\bv¡v 
I]ymcv.  am{Xtam, ]pÅnbmWv ChnSps¯ Hcp It¯men¡m 
kwLS\bpsS sk{I«dn.'

   "AXp \ÃXmWtÃmSo.' A¶m½t¨S¯n kt´mj 
t¯msS ]dªp.

 "\ÃXp Xs¶. Fâ½¨o H¶pw ]dbï. ChnsS 
Ch·mÀ¡v BfpIfn¡m\pw t\XmhmIm\pw thïn k` 
bpsSbpw kapZmb¯nsâbpw t]cp ]dªv ]e kwLS\ D 
ïm¡n X½nÂ F´Snbm \S¡p¶sX¶dnbmtam? ]mhw s]m 
XpP\s¯bn«v AhÀ Ipc§v Ifn¸n¡phm.' X¦½ AÂ¸w  
\ockt¯msSbmWXp ]dªXv.

    At¸mÄ eqkn Iq«nt¨À¯p. "]ïp tPmkptN«³ 
asämcp kwLS\bpsS {]knUâmbncp¶p. AhnSps¯ Øm 
\hpw t]mbn, AhnSmcpw hIhbv¡mXmbt¸mÄ AhtcmSv 
hg¡n«m AXnsâ FXnÀ kwLS\bnÂ tNÀ¶v sk{I«dn 
bmbXv. C\n CXnepw {]knUâmbn ]{X¯nÂ t^mt«mbpw 
hmÀ¯Ifpw hcp¯m\m I£nbpsS {iaw.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Acnit¯msS {]XnIcn¨p: "Fâo 
timsb Ah\nhnsS henb t\XmhmsWs¶ms¡ FgpXnb 
XÃmsX C§s\ X½nÂ¯ÃpÅ Imcysam¶pw Ahs\gp 
XoÃtÃm.'

 "X½nÂ XÃp am{Xtam!' X¦½ tZjyt¯msS XpSÀ¶p: 
"Hmtcm t\Xmhpw FXnÀkwLS\¡mcpsSbpw AhcpsS 
`mcyamcpsSbpw ap³Ime clky_Ô§sf Na¨pïm¡n 
A¨Sn¸n¨v aÕc_p²ntbmsS hnXcWw sN¿pIbm. \m 
«nÂ t]mepw tIÄ¡m¯ sXdnbpw GjWnbpw ]cZqj 
Whpw sImïv ChnSps¯ ISemkpIfpw t^mWpIfpw aeo 
akam¡ns¡mïncn¡phm... tPmkv Nnet¸mÄ t^mWnÂ 
tIdnbmÂ F{X aWn¡qÀ BsWt¶m FXnÀ]mÀ«n¡mcpsS 
Ipäw ]dªncn¡p¶Xv. AXn\v t^m¬ _nÃv IqSnbmepw 
]pÅn¡v {]iv\anÃ. asäÃmän\pta  epÏpÅp. C¶pw t]m 
bncn¡phm FXnÀ kwLS\¡mÀs¡Xnsc eLpteJ X¿m 
dm¡phm\pw AhÀ \S¯p¶ NS§pIÄ¡v _ZÂ ]cn]m 
SnIÄ Dïm¡phm\pw.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n s\SphoÀt¸msS FÃmw tI«ncp¶p. 
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F´v ]dbWsa¶v AhÀ¡v Xs¶ \nÝbanÃmXmbn. \m«nÂ 
Nne CShIIfnepÅ {Kq¸v hg¡nt\¡mÂ tamiamWtÃm 
CsX¶v AhÀ HmÀ¯p.

 A¶p sshIn«v AeIv-knsâ Iq«pImc³ Ìo^\pw 
`mcy taÀfnbpw tNÀ¶v AhcpsS A¸mÀ«v-saânÂ A¶m½ 
t¨S¯nbpsS _lpam\mÀ°w Hcp hncp¶p \evIn. tPmkpw 
AeIv-kpw AhcpsS ̀ mcyamcpw Ip«nIfpw Ìo^sâ Nn¡mtKm 
bnepÅ ktlmZc§fpw am{Xw ]s¦Sp¯ sNdnsbmcp 
hncp¶v.

    `£Ww Ign¡pw ap³]v Ìo^³ tNmZn¨p: "A½¨n 
Hcp XpSw IsÅSp¡s«?'

 "ItÅm, AsX\n¡nãam, Hcp XpSam¡ï, Hcp  Kvfm 
skSpt¯m.'

     AhnsS tI«p\n¶hÀ Nncn¡p¶Xv Iïv A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n ]dªp. "F´m \n§sfms¡ Nncn¡ps¶. AsX´m 
IsÅ\n¡p IpSn¡mt·se? ]ïv hoSnsâ ]ndInepÅ sX§v 
sN¯pt¼mÄ an¡ Znhkhpw Rm³ sN¯pImct\mSv IÅp 
hm§n IpSn¡pambncp¶p. Atacn¡bnse IÅv AXnepw  
\ÃXmtWm¶dnbmatÃm.'

    tPmkv ]dªp. "A½¨n ChnsS IsÅ¶v ]dªmÂ 
sX§pw ]\bpsam¶paÃ. Ah H«p In«m\panÃ. FÃm aZy 
¯n\pw ChnsS Hä t]cm, IÅv.'

   "t¿m... ¶m F\n¡v thïm.'

    `£Ww Ign¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n Xsâ 
ASp¯ncp¶ taÀfntbmSv tNmZn¨p. "tamsf \n§sS IeymWw 
Ignªn«v F{X hÀjambn?'

  "A©v'

  "F¶n«v Ip«nIsf´ntb? ChnSmtcw IïnÃtÃm.'

    taÀfn \mWt¯msS ]dªp: "Ip«nIsfm¶pambnÃ.'

 "At¿m ]mhw' XpSÀ¶p taÀfnbpsS sNhnbnÂ tN 
S¯n ]Xnsb a{´n¨p: "BcpsS Ipg¸amSo, AhsâbmtWm?'

    kzcw Xmgv¯n ]dªXv ImXpIqÀ¸n¨p {ihn¨hÀ¡v 
Nncn. taÀfn D¯cw ]dbmsX \mWn¨ncp¶p.

    X¦½ Ibdn ]dªp. "Cu A½¨nbpsS tNmZy§Ä 
Nne sIm¨pIp«nIfpsSXnt\¡mÄ Iãam... A½¨o, AhÄ  
]e {]mhiyw {ian¨n«pw BÀ. F³. F¶ ChnSps¯ t\gv- 
knMv ]co£ ]mkmbnÃ. AXv henb _p²nap«pÅ ]co 
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£bm. AXv ]mkmbn kz´amsbmcp hoSpw hm§n¨v sskzcy 
ambnt« Ip«nIÄ DïmImhq F¶v AhÀ \nÝbn¨ncn¡bm. 
A§\m Ct¸m ChnsS ]ecpw...'

  "Fsâ amXmth, AsX§\m AXphsc Ip«nIfpïm 
¡mXncn¡!' A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn.

    "A½¨o, Ahfv t\gv-km, AXn\pÅ hnZysbms¡ 
AhÀ¡dnbmw.' X¦½ Nncn¨psImïv ]dªp.

   tNS¯n ]ns¶m¶pw tNmZn¡phm³ apXnÀ¶nÃ. 
`£Ww Ign¨ tijw A¶m½t¨S¯nbmWv BZyw Fgp 
t¶äXv. \m«p \S¸\pkcn¨v AhÀ ASp¡fbnÂ Ibdn Xm³ 
D]tbmKn¨ ]m{X§Ä IgpIphm³ XpS§n.

    At¸mÄ taÀfn ]dªp: "A½¨o, ]m{X§Ä Igp 
Iï. AhsbÃmw t]¸dpw ¹mÌn¡pw sImïpÅhbm. Xmsg 
h¨ncn¡p¶ NhäpIp«bntebv¡n«mÂ aXn.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n AXnibt¯msS tNmZn¨p: "Ct{Xw 
\Ã ]nªmtWmw  ¥mkpw ssIepsams¡ NhäpsImt« If 
bpItbm?'

    X¦½ Nncn¨p sImïp]dªp: "A½¨n Hcp]t£ 
AsXÃmw IgpIn \m«nÂ sImïpt]mIpw.'

    At¸mÄ eqkn ]dªp: "A½¨o, ]m{Xw IgpIm³ 
aSnbmbn«m C§\s¯ ]m{X§Ä hm§p¶Xv. Ahbv¡v 
henb hnebnÃ. Hcn¡te Ah D]tbmKn¡q.'

    ]m{X§Ä NhäpIp«bnÂ Ifbphm³ a\Êv k½ 
Xn¡m¯Xn\mÂ tNS¯n Ah ASp¸n\cnInÂ h¨n«v ssI 
IgpIn.

    hncp¶p Ignªp ]ncnbmdmbt¸mÄ AeIvkv tPmkn 
t\mSv ]dªp: "A½¨nbpsS bm{Xm£oWw amdnb ØnXn¡v 
A½¨n C\n R§fpsS A¸mÀ«v-saânte¡v t]mcs«.'

    tPmkv ]dªp: "Ct¶Xmbmepw R§fpsS IqsS 
hcs«, \msf sshIn«v sImïp s]mbv-t¡m.'

    X¦½bpsS kwkmchpw s]cpamähpw Cãs¸Sm¯ 
Xn\mÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v F{Xbpw thKw AeIv-knsâ 
XmakØet¯¡v F¯Wsa¶ B{Klambncp¶p. tPm 
knsâ A`n{]mbt¯mSv AeIv-kpw tbmPn¨p.

 AhÀ X§fpsS hkXnIfnte¡v aS§n.
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kz´w hoSp Xncn¨dnbm\mhmsX
 Ìo^³ \S¯nb hncp¶nÂ ]s¦Sp¯tijw ho«nÂ 
aS§nh¶t¸mÄ tPmkv A½¨ntbmSp tNmZn¨p: "Dd¡w 
hcp¶ptïm; AsÃ¦nÂ Aev]w Xo Imbmw.'

    "Cu aªp s]¿p¶nS¯v F§\mSm Xo I¯n 
¡p¶Xv?' tNS¯nbv¡v kwibambn.

    Atacn¡bnÂ h¶\mÄ apXÂ apdn¡pÅnÂt¸mepw 
tNS¯nbv¡v `b¦c XWp¸mWv. cïv skzädpw ImenÂ  
]qS Xn§nb jqkpan«mWv Ahsct¸mgpw apdnbnencn¡pI. 
F¶n«pw XWp¸msW¶ coXnbnÂ ssIIÄ sI«n¸nWt¨  
\nÂ¡q. tPmknsâbpw X¦½bpsSbpw Ip«nIfpsSbpw IW 
¡\pkcn¨mWv ho«nse loäÀ \nb{´n¨ncn¡p¶Xv.

 ]pd¯p XWp¸Sn¨n«v Ibdnh¶Xn\mÂ tNS¯n 
bv¡v Ipfncp¶pïmbncp¶p. tNS¯n XpSÀ¶p ]dªp: "I¯n 
¡msa¦nÂ \ÃXm.'

    tPmkv hniZoIcn¨p: "ChnsS Xo Imbm³ ]pdt¯m 
ASp¸ntem AÃ Xo I¯n¡pI. an¡ hoSpIfnepw AXn\v 
^bÀt¹kpïv.' AXp ]dªpsImïv tPmkv ^bÀ t¹kv 
ImWn¡pIbpw AXnÂ hndISp¡n Xo I¯n¡pIbpw sN 
bvXp.

    hndIn\p thKw Xo ]nSn¡p¶Xp Iït¸mÄ tNS¯n 
sIm¨pIp«nsbt¸mse kwibw tNmZn¨p: "AsX§n\m C{X 
s]s«¶v Xos¡mÅn hndInÂ NmSn¸nSn¨Xv? AX{X DW 
§nbXÃtÃm?'

    "AXn\v CXpw Hcp Xcw KymkSp¸m. hndIn\p Xo 
]nSn¡pwhsc \½Ä Kymkv D]tbmKn¡p¶pïv.'

   Xo Bfn¸nSn¨t¸mÄ tNS¯n `oXntbmsS ]dªp: 
"tams\ C§s\ Xo Bfn¡msX; hoSn\v Xo ]nSn¡ntÃ?'

    tPmkv Nncn¨psImïv ]dªp: "X¦½ ]dbp¶Xv icn 
bm. Cu A½¨ntbmSp ]dªp a\Ênem¡m³ ]mSm. hoSn\p 
Xo ]nSn¡m¯ hn[¯nem ̂ bÀ t¹kv Dïm¡nbncn¡p¶Xv.'

    At¸mtgbv¡pw ss\än [cn¨v X¦½bpw Xo Imbm 
s\¯n. \msf Xm³ AeIv-knsâ A¸mÀ«v-saânte¡v Xmakw 
amäp¶Xn\mÂ hnImcnb¨³ ]dª ]pXnb iht¡m«bpsS 
(thmÄ«nsâ) {]iv\w tPmknt\mSv AhXcn¸n¡phm³ ]änb 
AhkcamsW¶p tNS¯nbv¡pw tXm¶n. AhÀ AXp \b 
]cambpw hniZambpw AhXcn¸n¨p. IqsS CeIv-t{SmWnIv  
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lmÀtamWnb¯nsâbpw knÂ¡v ]qhnsâbpw Imcyhpw. AXn 
t¸mÄ Xsâ t\À¨bmsW¶pw ]dªp.

    At¸mÄ tPmkv tNmZn¨p: "Ct¸mÄ AhnsS acn¡p 
¶hsc AS¡p¶nsÃ?'

    "Dïv.'

 "Ct¸mgs¯ skant¯cns¡´m Ipg¸w?'

 "skant¯cn¡v Ipg¸sam¶pw Dïmbn«Ã. Ime¯n 
s\m¯p tIm¬{IoäpsImsïm¶p ]Wnbm\m.'

 At¸mÄ tPmkp ]dªp: "\m«nÂ Np½mXncn¡p¼w 
Nne A¨·mÀ¡ptXm¶pw Fs´¦nepw Hcp ]Wn thWatÃm; 
Xm³ Øew amdpwap¼v CShIbnÂ Hcp kvamcIw XoÀ 
¡msa¶v. AXn\v CShIbv¡v shfnbnÂ t]mbn«pÅhsc  
]ngnbmsa¶mWv AhcpsS Nn´.'

 "FSm \o C§s\ ]dªmse§\m! CXpt]mse 
btÃ FÃm CShIIfnepw ]pXnb sI«nS§Ä XoÀ¡p¶Xv. 
GXmbmepw A¨³ Øew amdnt¸mIp¼w AXpsImïp  
t]mInÃtÃm. Xt¶aÃ, A¨³ ]dªp, IqSpXÂ kw`mh\ 
sImSp¯mÂ \½psS Nm¨s\ a®nÂ \ns¶Sp¯v AXnÂ 
hbv¡msa¶v.'

    tPmkv kckambn ]dªp: "Nm¨s\ C\n tIm¬ 
{Ioäv skÃnÂ Ibän BhnsImÅn¡tWm? \ymbamb coXn 
bnÂ XWp¸pw shÅhpw In«n At§cp at®mSp a®mbn 
«pïv. R§Ä¡mÀ¡pw AhnSps¯ skant¯cnsImïv B 
hiyanÃ. AXn\v R§f§p hcm\pw t]mIp¶nÃ. Bhiy 
¡mcp ]Wnbpthm F´m¶m sN¿s«.'

 kwKXn hnet¸mhnsÃ¶p Iït¸mÄ tNS¯n ]d 
ªp. "F¶mepw lmÀtamWnbhpw ]qhpw sImSp¡Ww. Ah 
Fsâ t\À¨bm.'

 "AXp \ap¡p hÃ skbnepw hcp¼w hne Ipd 
ªXp t\m¡n hm§mw.'

 At¸mÄ tNS¯nbv¡v kwibw. "AsXt´m¶m tPm 
tk Cu skbnev?'

    X¦½bmWv AXn\v adp]Sn ]dªXv. "At½, km[ 
\§Ä NnehmIm³ I¨hS¡mÀ Nne hntijmhkc§Ä  
]dªv Nne km[\§Ä¡v hne Aev]w Xmgv¯n hnev¡pw. 
ChnsS hÃ AXymhiy km[t\mw hm§Wsa¶p ]dªmÂ 
tPmkp ]dbpw "[rXn hbv¡msX skbnep hct«¶v.'
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 X¦½bpsS hniZoIcWw tPmkn\v CãambnÃ. A 
bmÄ AhtfmSv: "\o ]dªp hnjan¡msX t]mbn InS¡v.'

 Dd§m³ t]mIpwap¼v A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp. 
"Rm³ FÃm Znhkhpw cmhnse ]ÅnbnÂ t]mIpI ]Xn 
hpïv. ChnsS h¶n«v kÔym\akvImtcmanÃ; ]ÅoÂ Znh 
tkmw t]mImªn«v F\ns¡mcp Xr]vXow hcp¶nÃ. ChnsS 
]Ån ASp¯pïtÃm. Rms\¶pw ]ÅoÂ t]mbmtem¶v 
BtemNn¡phm.'

    X¦½ AXn\p adp]Sn ]dªp: "A½¨o... F¶pw 
ImdnÂ ]ÅnbnÂ sImïm¡m\pw XncnsI sImïphcm\pw 
ChnSmÀ¡m t\cw. FÃmhÀ¡pw tPmen¡v t]mItï. Ip«n 
IÄ¡v kvIqfnepw t]mIWw.'

  "AXn\p \n§fmcpw hnjan¡ï. Rm³ \St¶mfmw. 
\m«nepw \S¶tÃ Rm³ ]ÅoÂ s]mt¡mïncp¶Xv.'

    At¸mÄ tPmkv ]dªp. "A½¨o, \m«nse Imemh 
ØbÃ ChnsSsb¶v AdnbmatÃm. an¡t¸mgpw cmhnse  
]pd¯p \Ã XWpt¸m, Nnet¸mÄ atªm ImWpw. XWp¸Sn¨p 
\S¶mÂ hÃ kqt¡Spw ]nSn¡pw. Xt¶aÃ, ImdnÂ t]m 
Ipt¼mÄ tXm¶pw A[nIw ZqcansÃ¶v. Ac ssaÂ hcpw 
ChnsS\n¶p ]Ånbnte¡v.'

    At¸mÄ X¦½ Hcp \nÀt±iw h¨p. "F¶mÂ Hcp 
Imcyw sN¿mw. henb XWp¸nÃm¯t¸mÄ cmhnse F«c 
bpsS IpÀ_m\bv¡v t]mImw. At§m«v Ip«nIsf kv-Iqfn 
end¡m³ t]mIp¶ IqsS A½¨ntbbpw ImdnÂ ]Ånbn 
tebv¡nd¡mw. ]ÅoÂ Ignbp¼w A½¨n XncnsI C§p \S 
¶p t]mcmsa¦nÂ. At¸mtgbv¡pw XWp¸n¯ncn IpdbptIw 
sN¿pw.'

   X¦½bpsS A`n{]mbw Xocpam\ambn. ]ntä¶v {]`m 
X¯nÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n ]ÅnbnÂ t]mIms\mcp§n.

 tPmkv cmhnse tPmenbv¡v ]pds¸«p. X¦½ A½ 
¨ntbbpw Ip«nIsfbpw ]ÅnbpsS ]mÀ¡nMv tem«nend¡n. 
Ip«nIÄ "_mbv {Kmâv am' ]dªv ]ÅnhI kv-Iqfnte¡pw 
A¶m½t¨S¯n "_mbv' ]dªv ]Ånbntebv¡pw t]mbn.

    Ip«nIfpsS kuIcy¯n\\pkcn¨v IpÀ_m\bv¡v A 
ev]w apt¼bmWv A½¨nsb X¦½ ]Ånbnem¡nbXv. ] 
ÅnbnÂ Iptd BfpIÄ At¸mÄ sIm´ sNmÃp¶p. A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n Xsâ Igp¯nÂ InS¶ amÀ]m¸m sh©cn¨ sIm´ 
sbSp¯v {]mÀ°n¡m³ XpS§n. Cw¥ojnÂ sIm´ sNmÃm³ 
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AdnbnsÃ¦nepw "ip²am\ adnbta..., A¶¶pthï B 
lmcw...' XpS§n {]mÀ°\IfpsS cïmw`mKw tNS¯n ae 
bmf¯nÂ sNmÃn.

    taÂaoibpÅ Atk´nb¨\mWv A¶p IpÀ_m\ 
sNmÃnbXv. {]mÀ°\sbm¶pw a\ÊnembnsÃ¦nepw B ssZ 
hmeb¯nse B[ymßnIm´co£hpw \m«nset¸mse Znh 
khpw IpÀ_m\bnÂ ]s¦Sp¡p¶ Nne Atacn¡¡mcpsS 
`ànbpw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v \t¶ ]nSn¨p.

    hnip²IpÀºm\ kzoIcn¡mdmbt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n ]co£WmÀ°w \mhn\v ]Icw CcpIc§fpw tNÀ 
¯v `àn]qÀÆw \o«n. Ft´m ]dªpsImïv ImÀ½nI³ 
IpÀºm\ I¿nÂ sImSp¯p.

 ]m]nbpw _elo\bpamb Xsâ I¿nÂ hnip² IpÀ 
ºm\ BZyambn e`n¨t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v Fs´ 
¶nÃm¯ A\p`qXn. Atacn¡bnÂ h¶Xn\mÂ amXmhn 
s\t¸mse Cutimsb I¿nseSp¡phm³ X\n¡p tbmKap 
ïmbtÃm Ft¶mÀ¯v ssZh¯n\p \µn ]dªp AhcXv 
DÄs¡mïp.

    IpÀºm\ Ignªv A¶m½t¨S¯n ]ÅnbnÂ \n 
¶nd§n tPmknsâ hoSns\ e£yam¡n \S¶p. tdmUnÂ Cd 
§msX ImÂ\Sbm{X¡mÀ¡v tdmUv- sskUnÂ XoÀ¯n«pÅ 
tIm¬{Ioäv ]mXIfneqsS am{Xta \S¡mhq F¶pw tdmUv 
apdn¨p IS¡pt¼mÄ ImÂ\S bm{X¡mÀ¡p t{ImÊp sN 
¿m\pÅ `mK§fnÂ h¶p\n¶v Nph¶ ssI¸¯ntbm Np 
h¶ A£c§tfm (DON’T WALK) IïmÂ, shÅ a\p 
jycq]tam shÅ A£c§tfm (WALK) sXfnbp¶Xphsc 
\nÂ¡Wsa¶pw tPmkpw X¦½bpw A½¨nbv¡v {]tXyIw 
]dªpsImSp¯ncp¶p. AhcpsS D]tZi§Ä A\pkcn 
¨mWp \S¶sX¦nepw Hcp IhebnÂ h¶t¸mÄ F{X \n 
¶n«pw Nph¶ ssI¸¯n amdn shÅbmIp¶nÃ.

    Atacn¡bnepw ssI¸¯n ASbmfapÅ tIm¬{Kkv 
]mÀ«n DïtÃm F¶p Nn´n¨ncn¡pt¼mÄ Hcp aZm½ AXnte 
h¶p. AhÀ tNS¯nsb t\m¡n aµlkn¨v heXpssI¸¯n 
sasÃ DbÀ¯n "lmbv' F¶p ]dªp.

    F´p adp]Sn ]dbWsa¶v \nÝbanÃmXncp¶Xn 
\mÂ tNS¯n anïnbnÃ.

 aZm½ tNS¯ntbmSv Ft´m tNmZn¨p. "t\m Cw¥ojv' 
tNSp¯n adp]Sn sImSp¯p. AÀ°w ]nSnIn«nbXn\memhWw 
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aZm½ AhnsS Hcp XqWnepÅ _«WnÂ hnceaÀ¯n.

  "Cu aZm½bmbncn¡pw Hcp kmbn¸nsâ IqsS ]ïp 
\m«nÂ h¶Xv.' tNS¯n Nn´n¨p. "A¶v CShIbnse hn³ 
skâv Un t]mÄ kwLS\¡mcpsS kmaqly{]hÀ¯\§Ä 
ImWphm³ h¶t¸mÄ sImSp¯ kzoIcW¯nÂ Iï HmÀ½ 
sh¨mbncn¡pw AhÀ ]cnNbw ImWn¡p¶Xv. Cw¥ojv Adn 
bmambncps¶¦nÂ H¶p kwkmcn¨v CShIbv¡pthï lmÀ 
tamWnbhpw knkv-tägv-kn\pthï ]qhpw Chscs¡mïv 
hm§n¸n¡mtam¶p t\m¡mambncp¶p.

    At¸mtgbv¡pw Nph¶ ssI¸¯n amdn shÅ AS 
bmfw h¶p. kzn¨v AaÀ¯nbmte NnebnS§fnÂ \S¡m³ 
knKv\Â In«q F¶v _p²naXnbmb tNS¯n X¦½ ]Tn 
¸n¡msXXs¶ A§s\ a\Ênem¡n. Iptd¡qSn \S¶p Ign 
ªt¸mÄ tPmknsâ hoSv GXmsW¶v tNS¯nbv¡v ]nSn 
In«nbnÃ. ImcWw FÃm hoSpw ]pdsa IïmÂ Hcp t]men 
cn¡p¶p.

  "Cu kmbn¸·mÀ¡v Hcp hnhtcmanÃtÃm.' tNS¯n 
Nn´n¨p. "Imcyw AI¯p \Ã kuIcyamtWepw ]pdsa I 
ïmÂ hoSns\m¶pw \m«nset¸mse `wKnbnÃ. \m«nemtWÂ 
Hmtcm hoSpw ]pdsa IïmÂ Xncn¨dnbmw. ImcWw Hmtcm 
¶n\pw {]tXyI Unssk³ DïmIpw. HcmÄ ]Wnbp¶Xp  
Iïv AbÂ]¡¯pÅ kmbn¸pamÀ tIm¸nbSn¡p¶Xmbn 
cn¡pw.' tNS¯n \S¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ Nn´ XpSÀ¶p.

    \S¡pt´mdpw tNS¯nbv¡v kwibw IqSn. tPmknsâ 
hoSv Cu `mK¯mWv? X\n¡v hgn sXänbn«nsÃ¶v Dd¸mWv. 
]t£ AXv GXmsW¶v am{Xw \nÝbanÃ. tPmknsâ  
hoSnsâ \¼À HmÀ¯ncn¡Wsa¶v X¦½ ]dªncp¶p. B 
\¼À HmÀ½bnÂ Dïmbncp¶p. ]t£ tNS¯n F{X Btem 
Nn¨n«pw  B \¼À Ct¸mÄ IrXyambn \nÝbanÃ.

   "ssZhta Ipcp¯t¡Smtbm.' tNS¯nbv¡v at\mhn 
jaambn. ]pd¯nd§n \S¶n«p XWp¸p kln¡m³ ]äp 
¶nÃ. F§s\sb¦nepw tPmknsâ hoSv Iïp]nSn¨mÂ aXn 
bmbncp¶p.'

    AhÀ ImhÂamemJtbmSp Xo£vWambn {]mÀ°n 
¨psImïv Hcpt]mepÅ hgnIfneqsS Htc coXnbnepÅ hoSp 
IÄ¡nSbnÂ tPmknsâ hoSp Xncªp.



81

A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS kn\namI¼w
   tPmknsâ hoSp Iïp]nSn¡m\mImsX hnjan¨ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n F´pwhcs« F¶p hnNmcn¨v tPmkntâ 
Xpt]mepÅ Hcp hoSn\p ap¼nse¯n tImfnwKv s_ÃSn¨p. 
X¦½ HmSn¡p¶ AtX \nd¯nepw cq]¯nepapÅ Hcp Imdv 
AXnsâ ap¼nepw InS¸pïmbncp¶p. Hcp]t£ AXmbn 
cn¡pw tPmknsâ hosS¶v tNS¯n {]Xo£n¨p.

    hmXnent\mSptNÀ¶pÅ ¥mknsâ ]n¶nse IÀ«³ 
amän Hcp kmbn¸pIp«n tNS¯nsb t\m¡nbn«v XncnsIt¸mbn. 
]n¶oSv Hcp aZm½ h¶v ¥mkneqsS t\m¡nbn«v IXIp 
Xpd¶p. A¶m½t¨S¯n hnjat¯msS ]dªXv aZm½bv-
t¡m aZm½ ]dªXv tNS¯nbv-t¡m a\knembnÃ. F¶mÂ 
aZm½bv¡v HcpImcyw ]nSnIn«n, tNS¯n F§ns\tbm hgn 
sXän h¶XmsW¶v.

    aZm½ AI¯pt]mbn Hcp tImUv-eÊv t^m¬ FSp 
¯psImïph¶v Bsctbm hnfn¨p. Aev]w Ignªt¸mÄ 
Hcp kmcn¡mcn ASp¯ ho«nÂ \n¶v Cd§nh¶p.

    AhÄ ]dªXv lnµnbnemsW¶pw tNS¯n ]d 
ªXv aebmf¯nemsW¶pw am{Xw CcphÀ¡pw a\Ênembn.

    C\n F´psN¿Ww; t]meokns\ Adnbn¡Wtam 
F¶v AhÀ NÀ¨ sNbvXpsImïncn¡pt¼mÄ X¦½ Hcp 
ImdnÂ ]mªph¶v AhcpsS ASp¯p ]mÀ¡p sNbvXp.

    X¦½sb Iït¸mÄ ssZhab¨ amemJbmWv Ah 
sf¶v tNS¯nbv¡v tXm¶n. X¦½bv¡pw henb Bizmk 
ambn. A½¨n hcm³ sshInbXn\mÂ kwibw tXm¶nb 
AhÄ ImdnÂ ]Ånbnepw kao]{]tZi§fnepw A½¨nsb 
Xnc¡pIbmbncp¶p.

    aZm½bv¡pw hSt¡ C´y¡mcn¡pw \µn ]dª 
tijw X¦½ Hcp t»m¡p am{Xw AIsebpÅ X§fpsS 
ho«nte¡v A½¨ntbbpw Iq«n ImdnÂ aS§n.

  "Cu Atacnt¡ h¶mÂ Fs´Ãmw _p²nap«pIfm.' 
A¶m½t¨S¯n Xsâ  A\p`h§Ä h¨v Imdnencp¶p ]
dªp.

   "ChnsS BZyw hcpt¼mÄ C§s\ Nne A\p`h 
§Ä FÃmhÀ¡papïmIpw.' Hcp X¯zsa¶ t]mse X¦½ 
hniZoIcn¨p. "{ItaW FÃmw a\Ênem¡n hcpt¼mÄ Chn 
Sps¯ PohnXw Ffp¸amIpw.'
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    ho«nse¯n Im¸n IpSn¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ tNS¯n tNm 
Zn¨p: "Fsâ X¦t½, Rm\n¶p ]ÅoÂ¡gnªp t]mcp 
t¼mÄ hgnbnÂ h¨v Hcp aZm½ Fs¶ ssI ImWn¨v  "lm 
bv' Ft¶m atäm ]dªp. F\ns¡mcp kwibw, \m«nÂ h 
s¨§m\pw Ahscs¶ Iïn«pÅXmtWm¶v.'

    X¦½bv¡Xp Xamibmbn tXm¶n. AhÄ Nncn¨p 
sImïp ]dªp: "A½¨o, ChnSps¯ a\pjyc§\m. ]cn 
NbanÃm¯hsc Iïmepw AhÀ H¶p aµlkn¡pIbpw 
"lmbv' Ft¶m "ltem' Ft¶m "lu BÀ bq?' Ft¶m Hs¡ 
]dbpw. AÃmsX \m«nset¸mse ]cnNbapÅhsc Iïmepw 
{Iqc`mht¯msS IïnsÃ¶ a«nÂ t]mhnÃ.'

  "AXp \Ã coXnbmWtÃmSo.' tNS¯n ]dªp.

  "AhÀ A§s\ ]dbpt¼mÄ \½fpw AhtcmSv AtX 
coXnbnÂ ]dbWw; AXmWp acymZ.' X¦½ A½¨nbv¡pÅ 
¢mkv ]p\:cmcw`n¨p.

    ap³Xocpam\a\pkcn¨v tNS¯n A¶p sshIn«v 
AeIv-knsâ A¸mÀ«v-saânte¡v amdn. B hmSIs¡«nS¯nÂ 
tPmknsâ ho«nteXpt]mse kuIcy§Ä CsÃ¦nepw tN 
S¯nbv¡v InS¡m³ Hcp apdn In«n.

    ]ntä¶v eqknbv¡v tPmen CÃm¯ Znhkambncp¶p. 
AhÄ tPmtams\ kv-Iqfnem¡nb tijw tjm¸nwKn\p t]m 
Ipt¼mÄ A½¨nsb ISIÄ ImWn¡msa¶p IcpXn IqsS 
sImïpt]mbn. ISIÄ¡v ap¼nepÅ ]mÀ¡nMv tem«nÂ ImÀ 
\nÀ¯nbn«v Hcp henb ISbnte¡v \S¡pt¼mÄ AXnse  
\S¶pt]mb FÃm a\pjytcmSpw AhÀ tNS¯nsb {i²n 
¨mepw CsÃ¦nepw aµlkn¨psImïv "lmbv' Ft¶m "ltem' 
Ft¶m ]dªpsImïncp¶p. NneÀ XncnsI "lmbv' ]dªp. 
aäpNneÀ AXv XamibmsbSp¯p Nncn¨psImïv Øew hn«p.

    CXpIïp \mWt¡SptXm¶nb eqkn tNmZn¨p: "A 
½¨nsb´m Cu hgntb t]mWhscsbÃmw ]nSn¨p\nÀ¯n 
"lmbv' ]dbp¶Xv?'

   "FSo X¦½ ]dªp ChnsS ]cnNbanÃm¯hsc 
Iïmepw "lmbv' ]dbWsa¶v.'

    eqknbv¡v Acniw h¶p. "X¦½t¨¨n Dt±in¨Xv C 
§s\ ]dbm\Ã. Bsc¦nepw Ct§m«v ]dªmÂ Aev 
]w IqSn Xmgv¶ kzc¯nÂ Xncn¨p ]dªmÂ aXn. AÃmsX 
A½¨n At§m«p sI«nt¡dns¨¶v BtcmSpw Dds¡ lmbv 
]dtbï.'
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    IStbmSSp¯t¸mÄ tNS¯ntbbpw eqknsbbpw I 
ï]msS ASªpInS¶ hmXnÂ X\nsb sR«n¯pd¶p. 
AhÀ {]thin¨p Ignªt¸mÄ AXpt]mse ASbpIbpw 
sNbvXp. a\pjyÀ hcp¶Xpw t]mIp¶Xpw IXsI§s\ a\ 
knem¡p¶psh¶v tNS¯n kzbw tNmZn¨p. hnam\¯mhf 
¯nÂ tKmhWnIÄ Ibdnbnd§n a\pjysc _p²nap«n 
¡msX \nXyhpw kzbw DbcpItbm XmgpItbm sN¿p¶ \
SIfpw hoSpIfnte¡v ImtdmSn¨p Ibäpt¼mÄ Imdn encp 
¶pXs¶ ASbv¡pIbpw Xpd¡pIbpw sN¿mhp¶ KcmPv 
Hm¸WdpsaÃmw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AÛpXIcamb Imgv 
NIfmbncp¶p. Ahsb¸änsbÃmw Hcp Ip«nsbt¸mse tNS 
¯n kwibw tNmZn¡pIbpw sNbvXncp¶p.

    ISbnse km[\§Ä Iït¸mÄ AhbnÂ ]eXpw 
hm§nbmÂ sImÅmsa¶p tNS¯nbv¡v tXm¶n. ]t£ 
F§s\ hm§pw? eqkntbmsS§\m ]Ww apS¡n X\n¡p 
thïn hm§phm³ ]dbpI. kz´ambn ]Wapsï¦netÃ 
C¯cw B{Kl§Ä k^eamIp.

    Hcp tUmfÀ 99 skân\p hnev]\bv¡p h¨ncn¡p¶ 
Hcp ]m{Xw I¿nseSp¯n«v A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp: "ChnsS 
CXns\ms¡ F´phnes¡mdhmSo. \m«nemtWÂ CXn\p 
IpdªXv Hcp 25 cq] sImSp¡Ww.'

    B ]m{Xw hm§n XncnsI h¨psImïv eqkn ]dªp: 
"cïp tUmfsd¶p ]dªmÂ F{X cq] hcpsa¶dnbmtam? 
Dt±iw 40 cq]tbmfw hcpw. At¸mÄ FhnSm em`w?'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n A{Xbv¡v IW¡v Iq«nbnÃ. ImcWw 
AhÀ Hcp tUmfdns\ Hcp cq]bmbn«mWv ImWpI; eqknbpw 
aäpÅhcpw GItZiw 20 cq]bmbn«pw.

    B ISbnÂ \n¶v A¸mÀ«psaânte¡v aS§pwhgn 
AhÀ Hcp C´y³ kv-tämdnÂ Ibdn. hSt¡ C´y¡mÀ \
S¯p¶ B ISbnÂ\n¶v aebmfw kn\nabpsS GXm\pw 
hoUntbm ImkäpIÄ I¿nseSp¯n«v eqkn A½¨ntbmSv 
tNmZn¨p: "A½¨nbv¡v BcpsS ]Sam Cãw?'

    Imcysa´msW¶v icn¡v a\ÊnemIm¯ tNS¯n 
]dªp: "IÀ¯mhntâXmbmepw amXmhntâXmbmepw ]S 
saÃmw \ÃXtÃ.'

    eqkn¡v Nncn h¶p: "AXÃ½¨o, kn\ntasS Imcyam 
Rm³ tNmZn¨Xv. a½q«otSXmtWm taml³ementâXmtWm 
AtXm _meN{µtat\mtâXmtWm A½¨nbv¡nãw?'
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  "Ahscms¡ BcmSo?' XpSÀ¶v H¶pw ]dbmsX eqkn 
aq¶p hoUntbm ImkäpIÄ hmSIbv-s¡Sp¯p. ImdnÂ aS 
§pt¼mÄ eqkn ]dªp: "A½¨n X\nsb A¸mÀ«v-saânen 
cp¶p apjnbmXncn¡m\m Rm³ Iptd kn\na FSp¯Xv.'

  "Fsâ tamtf, Rm\msI aq¶p kn\namtb Iïn 
«pÅq. H¶p Úm\kpµcn, cïv `mcy, aq¶mat¯Xv aninlm 
Ncn{Xw. kv-\m]Itbml¶m³ ImWWsa¶p hnNmcn¨p. 
AXpt]mbn ImWm³ Fsâ AXnbm³ k½Xn¨nÃ.'

   aebmfw kn\na Atacn¡³ Sn.hn.bneqsS Iït¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v kt´mjambn. \So\S·mcpsS sI«n 
adnªpÅ acwNpänt{]aw am{Xw AhÀ¡{X CãambnÃ. kn 
\nabneÃmsX bYmÀ°PohnX¯nÂ C§s\ hÃXpw ImWm 
dptïm F¶hÀ tNmZn¨ncp¶p.

   {ItaW A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v kn\nabnÂ {]nbtadn. 
H¶n\p]pdtI asäm¶mbn ]e kn\naIÄ AhÀ Iïp. {] 
[m\s¸« \So\S·mcpsS t]cpIÄ tNS¯nbv¡v ImWm¸m 
Tambn. eqkntbm AeIv-tkm ]pdt¯¡nd§pt¼mÄ tNS 
¯n ]dbpw: "a½q«osS ]SaptïÂ csï®ans§Spt¯m 
tIt«m.'

    ]et¸mgpw AhÀ FSp¯psImïphcp¶h Atacn 
¡bnÂ h¨pXs¶ tNS¯n ap¼pIïn«pÅ kn\naIfm 
bncn¡pw. AhbpsS XpS¡w Sn.hn.bnÂ ImWpt¼msg tN 
S¯n ]dbpw: "Hm... CXp Rm³ IïXm.' F¦nepw ]Ww 
apS¡n FSp¯psImïp h¶XtÃ F¶pIcpXn AhÀ AXp 
hoïpw ImWpw. kn\na IïpsImïncn¡pt¼mÄ Bsc 
¦nepw t^mWnÂ hnfn¡pItbm AXnYnIÄ AhntS¡v hcn 
Itbm sNbvXmÂ AhÀ¡nãaÃ. A{Xbv¡v kn\namt{]
anbmbn A¶m½t¨S¯n.

    tNS¯n A¸mÀ«v-saânÂ h¶Xnsâ cïmwZnhkw 
tPmtams\ kv-IqfnÂ \n¶p ImdnÂ XncnsI sImïph¶ 
tijw eqkn tPmen¡pt]mbn. AeIv-kv cmhnse Xs¶ 
tPmen¡v t]mbncp¶p. kvIqfnÂ t]mbn aS§nb tPmtam\v 
Im¸n¡v ap« s]mcn¨psImSp¡msa¶v IcpXn tNS¯n Kymk 
Sp¸nÂ Hcp ]m{Xw h¨v AXnÂ F® Hgn¨p. asämcp ]m{X 
¯nÂ ap« DS¨v tX§bpw DÅnbpw aäpw tNÀ¯v Cf 
¡ns¡mïncn¡pt¼mÄ AIt¯ apdnbnÂ \n¶v tPmtam³ 
{Kmâvamsb hnfn¨p.

    AeamcbpsS apIÄ¯«nÂ\n¶v Ahsâ DSps¸Sp 
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¡phm\pw AXp [cn¡phm\pw A¶m½t¨S¯n klmbn¡p 
¶Xn\nSbnÂ hoSn\pÅnÂ \n¶p `b¦c iÐw tI«p. AXp 
tI«t¸mÄ tPmtam³ kt´mjt¯msS ]dªp: "Zmäv-kv ^ 
bÀ Aemw!' Ah\v B iÐw ckIcamWv. A¶m½t¨S¯n 
BsI ]cn{`an¨p. "ssZhta Xotbm?' AhÀ tPmtams\bpw 
Iq«n ASp¡fbntet¡mSn. AhnsS ap« hdp¡m³ F® Hgn¨  
]m{X¯nÂ \n¶p ]pI ASp¡fbnepw ASp¯ apdnIfn 
te¡pw hym]n¡p¶p.

    ss[cyw kw`cn¨v A¶m½t¨S¯n B ]m{XsaSp¯p. 
At¸mÄ AhcpsS ssI s]mÅn; B ]m{Xw XdbnÂ hoWp. 
ASp¸nse Xo AWbv¡m³ {ians¨¦nepw hn^eambn. X¦ 
½bpsS KymkSp¸nsâ coXnbÃ Cu KymkSp¸nsâ I«IÄ 
s¡¶v At¸mgmWv tNS¯n¡v a\ÊnemIp¶Xv. apdn¡p 
Ånse `bm\IiÐw AtcmNIambn. AXp \nÀ¯m³ F 
´mWv thïsX¶v tNS¯nbv¡v \nÝbanÃ. AhÀ ]e 
kzn¨pIfnÂ AaÀ¯n t\m¡n. sseäpIÄ sISpItbm sXfn 
bpItbm sN¿p¶XÃmsX Hcp {]tbmP\hpanÃ. apdnIÄ¡p 
Ånse ]pIbpw Ipdbp¶nÃ. IqSpXÂ A\nãkw`h§Ä 
DïmIptam F¶p tNS¯n `b¶p. AhÀ IXIp Xpd¶v 
tPmtams\bpw hen¨psImïv ]pdt¯t¡mSn. ]pd¯v Bsc 
bpw ImWmXncp¶Xn\mÂ sh{]mft¯msS AhÀ klmb 
¯n\mbn apdhnfn Iq«n.

ASps¸m¶p ]pIªp; ap³-hiw 
\ndsb t]meokv

    ]pI Iïp `bs¸«v ]pdt¯t¡mSnb A¶m½t¨ 
S¯nbpsS \nehnfn tI«v A¸mÀ«v-saâv amt\Pcpw aäp cïv 
BfpIfpw HmSnh¶p. Imcysas´¶dnbmsX BZyw AhÀ ]
I¨p. apdnIÄ¡pÅnÂ ]pI Iït¸mÄ A¸mÀ«psaân\v Xo 
]nSnt¨m F¶hÀ `b¶p. ]pdsa Xo ImWmXncp¶Xn\mÂ 
amt\PÀ AI¯pIbdn; ]pdsI tNS¯nbpw tPmtam\pw.

    ASp¸nse Xo A¶m½t¨S¯n amt\Psc ImWn¨p. 
AbmÄ KymkSp¸v AW¨p. FhnsSsbms¡tbm ]nSn¨v 
AbmÄ Xncn¨t¸mÄ Aemapw \n¶p. tNS¯nbv¡v At¸mÄ 
Aev]w Bizmkambn. apdnIÄ¡pÅnse ]pI ]pd¯pt]m 
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Iphm³ amt\PÀ IXIpIfpw P\meIfpw Xpd¶n«p. AXn 
\nsS A¸mÀ«v-saân\p shfnbnÂ Npän¡d§p¶ Nph¶ 
sseäpIfpw ̀ oIciÐhpw ]pds¸Sphn¨v cïv ̂ bÀ F©n\pw 
Hcp t]meokv Imdpw ]msª¯n. Ah Iït¸mÄ tNS 
¯nbv¡v sh{]mfambn. tNS¯n _lfw h¨t¸mÄ Btcm 
FaÀP³kn¡msc t^mWnÂ hnfn¨v A¸mÀ«v-saân\v Xo ]n 
Sn¨Xmbn Adnbn¨ncp¶p.

    ^bÀ t^mgv-kpImÀ amt\Pcpambn kwkmcn¨v F 
t´m Ipdns¨Sp¯tijw aS§nt¸mbn. Aev]kab¯n\p 
ÅnÂ tPmen Ignªv AeIv-kv h¶p. hnhcsaÃmw A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n hnjat¯msS AeIv-kns\ [cn¸n¨p. Xsâ I¿ 
_²t¯¡mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nsb thZ\n¸n¨Xv Cu kw 
`hw \nanj§Ä¡Iw Atacn¡bpw Im\Ubpw am{XaÃ; 
\m«nÂ Ip«¸mbnbpsS sNhnbnÂ hsc t^m¬hgn F¯m³ 
km[yX Dsï¶v tI«XmWv.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n AeIv-knt\mSv tNmZn¨p: "CsX´m 
ASp¡fbnÂ Aev]w ]pIbpïmbmepSs\ CXpt]mse H 
¨¸mSv?'

  "A½¨o, ChnSps¯ sI«nS§Ä A[nIhpw XSnsIm 
ïv Dïm¡nbhbmbXn\mÂ Xo ]nSn¨mÂ s]s«¶p ]S 
À¶p I¯m³ km²yXbpïv. ChnsS Htc sI«nS¯nÂ A\ 
h[n IpSpw_§Ä XmakapïmIpw. AXn\mÂ ]pIbpïm 
Ipt¼mtg ap¶dnbn¸v \evIm\mWv \nb{]aImcw apdnIfnÂ 
^bÀ Aemw ]nSn¸n¨ncn¡p¶Xv.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v AXpw ]pXnb Hcp Adnhmbn 
cp¶p. C¯cw Ipcp¯t¡SpIÄ C\nbpw X¶nÂ \n¶v D 
ïmImXncn¡phm³ AhÀ kq£n¡pIbpw AXn\mbn {]m 
À°n¡pIbpw sNbvXncp¶p.

 eqknbpsS {]khIme ip{iqjbv-s¡¯nb A¶m½ 
t¨S¯nbv¡v BZyw Imcyamb tPmensbm¶pw CÃmbncp¶p. 
ImcWw H³]Xmw amk¯nepw eqkn henb hbdpw h¨p 
sImïv ASp¡fbnÂ ]WnbpIbpw Bip]{Xn tPmen¡v  
t]mIpIbpw sNbvXncp¶p. AXn\nSbnÂ Atacn¡bnse ku 
Icy§fp]tbmKn¨v `£Ww ]mIw sN¿phm\pw ]m{X§Ä 
IgpIm\pw XpWn \\bv¡phm\pw apdn hr¯nbm¡phm\pw 
tNS¯n ]Tn¨p.

    tNS¯n eqkntbmSv IqsS¡qsS ]dbpw: "\o C\n 
tPmen¡v t]m¡v \nÀ¯v. ASp¡fbnepw C§s\ InS¶p]
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WnbmsX. \n\¡nt¸mÄ hn{iaamWmhiyw.'

    £oWapsï¦nepw eqkn ]dbpw: "A{Xbv-s¡m¶pw 
BhiyanÃ½¨o. \m«nse coXnbÃ ChnsS.'

    GXm\pw Znhk§Ä¡Iw eqkn Bip]{Xnbnse¯n 
Hcp s]¬Ipªns\ {]khn¨p. cïmwZnhkw Bip]{Xn 
bnÂ \n¶v AhÄ XncnsI A¸mÀ«v-saânse¯n.

    iniphn\v s]m¶pw hb¼pw tX\nÂ Ac¨psIm 
Sp¡phm³ \m«nÂ \n¶p tNS¯n IcpXns¡mïp h¶ncp¶p. 
F¶mÂ AXpsImSp¡m³ eqkn k½Xn¨nÃ. Ipªnsâ  
]n©phbdn\v AXp Zln¸n¡m³ IgnhnÃ t]mepw. At¸mÄ 
tPmknsâbpw AeIv-knsâbpsams¡ hbdn\v AsX§s\ 
km[ns¨¶mbncp¶p tNS¯nbpsS Nn´.

    X\ns¡mcp t]cpImcn IqSn P\n¨tÃm Ft¶mÀ¯ 
t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v Fs´¶nÃm¯ kt´mjambn. 
F¦nepw t]cnsâ Imcyw XoÀ¨bdnbphm³ Ip«nbpïmb 
Xnsâ A©mwZnhkw A¶m½t¨S¯n AeIv-knt\mSv tNm 
Zn¨p: "AeIv-tk, sIm¨ns\ F¶m ap¡p¶Xv?'

 "sIm¨nsâ amtamZnkm DSs\ thï; Iptd Ignbs«. 
H¶pcïp hÀj¯n\Iw ap¡mw.'

 A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn: "AsX´mSm A 
§s\ ]dbp¶Xv? sIm¨pïmbmÂ Ggmw]¡w ap¡tï?'

 "AsXm¡ ]gbIme¯tÃ A½¨n?'

    ]ga¡mcnbmb Xm³ Atacn¡bnÂ h¶ Xeapd 
tbmSv XÀ¡n¨n«v {]tbmP\ansÃ¶pIï tNS¯n B hnjbw 
hn«p. ]pXnb coXnb\pkcn¨v AhÀ Xsâ t]cpw sIm¨n\v 
CSmXncn¡ptam F¶v tNS¯nbv¡v kwibw hÀ²n¨p. AhÀ 
B {]iv\w FSp¯n«p. "C\n Cu kpµcnsb F§\m hnfn 
¡pI?'

 "F¶mÂ kpµco¶§p hnfn¡mw.' eqkn Xamicq] 
¯nÂ ]dªp.

    A½¨nsb kt´mjn¸n¡m³ AeIv-kv ]dªp: 
"AXn¸w A½¨osS t]ctÃ AhÄ¡ntSïXv.'

    AXp tI«t¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS apJ¯v {]kmZambn.

    AeIv-knsâ hm¡pIÄ Cãs¸SmsX Ipªns\ 
I¿nseSp¯psImïv eqkn tNmZn¨p: "Chsf A¶mt½¶p 
hnfn¡mt\m! Iptd¡qSn ]g©³ t]scm¶panÃmbncpt¶m?'

 "]ns¶¶m eqko¶pÅXmtWm ]p¯³t]cv?' AeIv-
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kv Ifnbm¡n¸dªp.

 "Rm\pïmb Ime¯v B t]cp ^mj\mbncp¶p. 
AXpt]mse Gähpw ]p¯s\mcp t]cp thWw XncsªSp 
¡m³. AXn\v Rms\mcp t]cp Iïpsh¨n«pïv.'

   "F´mWXv?' AeIv-kpw A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw H¶n¨p 
tNmZn¨p.

    AhÀ¡v ]p¯³ t]cdnbm³ XnSp¡ambn.

    "\m«nse \n§sS Ipª½ knÌdnsâ t]cnSmw.' CXp 
]dªv AhÄ sIm¨ns\ aotc¶p hnfn¨v D½ sImSp¯p.

    AXptI«t¸mÄ A{X Cãs¸SmsX A¶m½t¨S¯n 
{]XnIcn¨p: "B Ipcp¯wsI« t]cmtWm Cu sIm¨n\p 
anSp¶Xv?'

 At¸mÄ AeIv-kv ]dªp: "AXp Xct¡SnÃ; X 
t¶aÃ, Ipªt½sS t]cv \ne\nÀ¯m\pw HcmfmIpatÃm.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n hnjat¯mSpw tZjyt¯mSpw IqSn¸ 
dªp: "At¸mÄ Fsâ t]tcmSm? \m«nset¸mse Fsâ t]cp 
amtamZnkmt¸cmbn C«n«v \n§Ä F¶m thtWepw AXns\ 
hnfnt¨m?'

    A½¨nbpsS hnjaw a\knem¡n AeIv-kv hni 
ZoIcn¨p: "ChnsS amtamZokmt]cp Xs¶ dnt¡mUnÂ Hu 
tZymKnI t]cmIpw. AXn\mÂ shtÆsd t]cpIÄ ]änÃ. F 
¶mÂ A½¨nbpsS t]cpIqSn tNÀ¯v ChÄ¡v "aocm B³ 
AeIv-kv' F¶v t]cnSmw.'

    B henb t]cn\v a[y¯nÂ Xsâ t]cnsâ iÐw 
XncpInbn«pÅXn\mÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n kam[m\n¨p. tNS 
¯n HmÀ¯p. \m«nÂ h¨v Xsâ A\pP¯n ]dªXv t\cm 
WtÃm. knkv-tägv-knsâ ]pXnb t]cpIfmWtÃm Ct¸m 
gs¯ Ip«nIÄ¡pw CSp¶Xv.

   asämcp Ahkc¯nÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n eqkntbmSv  
]dªp: "X¦½ ]ïp NhäpIp«bnÂ Ifª F®bpw 
Ipg¼pw Rm³ kq£n¨ph¨n«pïv. AXp tZl¯p]pc«n Ipfn 
¡p¶Xv \ÃXm.'

  "AsXm¶pw thï½¨o.'

 "F¶mÂ Hcp Imcyw sN¿v. s\¿v In«psa¦nÂ Ipd 
¨phm§n tkhn¡v. AXp tZlc£bv¡v \ÃXm.'

 "At¿m s\t¿m! h®w Ipdbv¡m³ hni¸pïmbn«pw 
Blmcw Ipdbv¡p¶Xnsâ {]bmkw F\nt¡ Adnbq. s\ 
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¿nÂ A¸Sn sImfkv-t{Smfm. AsXÃmw IqsS hen¨p Ibän 
bmÂ AXnepw ]mSm ]ns¶ AXp Ipdbv¡m³. \m«ntet¸m 
eÃ; ChnsS Blmcw \nb{´n¡phm\pw Ignbpsa¦nÂ s\bv 
tNcm¯Xp Ign¡phm\pam FÃmhcpw {ian¡p¶Xv.'

    eqkn sIm¨ns\ Ipfn¸n¡psa¦nepw Nnet¸mÄ Xm³ 
Ipfn¸n¡msa¶p ]dªv tNS¯n \nÀ_Ôn¡pw. \mS³ 
coXnbnepÅ Ipfn¸ocpw XpS¸ocpw eqkn¡v A{X CãaÃ. 
A½¨n sIm¨ns\ FSp¡p¶XpXs¶ AhÄ¡v Cãs¸Sm 
dnÃ.

  A½¨n ASp¡fbnse ]WnIsfms¡ t\m¡nbmÂ 
aXn. sIm¨nsâ ImcysaÃmw Rm³ t\m¡ns¡mÅmw.'

 Hcn¡Â A¶m½t¨S¯n Ipªns\ FSp¯p Xmtem 
en¡m³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ eqkn ]dªp. AXptI«t¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n Ipªns\ XncnsI InS¯n. eqknbpsS 
hm¡pIÄ B A½¨nbpsS a\ÊnÂ XdªpsImïp. "A 
t¸mÄ Rms\¶m \n§sS the¡mcnbmtWm?' F¶p tNmZn 
¡Wsa¶p a\ÊnÂ tXm¶n. F¦nepw hnjat¯msS hnImcw 
\nb{´n¨p.

    eqkn Bip]{XnbnÂ BbXp apXÂ ASp¡fbnse 
kIe]WnIfpw A¶m½t¨S¯n kt´mjt¯msS sNbv 
Xncp¶p. AeIv-kn\pw eqkn¡pw tPmtam\pw am{XaÃ, ho«nÂ 
Bcph¶mepw AhÀs¡Ãmw `£Ww X¿mdm¡n hnf¼n 
s¡mSp¡pIbpw ]m{X§Ä IgpIn shbv¡pIbpw sNbvXn 
cp¶p. ho«nÂ hcp¶hÀs¡Ãmw Fs´¦nepw Ign¡m³ sIm 
Sp¡Wsa¶v AhÀ¡v \nÀ_Ôambncp¶p.

    F¶mÂ AeIv-kv ]dbpw: "ChnsS AXnsâ Bh 
iyanÃ½¨o. FÃmcpw Imdnem hcp¶Xv. an¡hÀ¡pw Ub 
äm. Bhiy¡mÀ `£Ww tNmZn¡pw. thsï¶v ]dbp¶ 
hsc \m«ntet¸mse \nÀ_Ôn¨p ]nSn¨p\nÀ¯n Imem¡n 
s¡mSpt¡ï.'

    sIm¨n\p s]m¶pw hb¼pw Zln¡ptIse¶p ]d 
ªXpt]mse C¯cw D]tZi§Ä Zln¡phm³ A¶m½ 
t¨S¯nbv¡pw _p²nap«mbncp¶p. Atacn¡bnse¯nb a¡ 
fpsSbpw acpa¡fpsSbpw sIm¨pa¡fpsSbpw D]tZihpw 
\nÀt±i§fpw tI«mÂ Xm³ Hcp ]ga¡mcntbm, H¶pw 
AdnbnÃm¯htfm BW¶v tXm¶pw. ]ïv Xm³ Ahsc 
KpWtZmjn¨ncps¶¦nÂ C¶p tdmÄ Xncnªp h¶ncn¡p¶p.

    Hcp Znhkw Bcpw ]dbmsXXs¶ apdnbv¡I¯pÅ 
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sNSnIÄs¡Ãmw A¶m½t¨S¯n shÅsamgn¨p. Bhiy 
¯n\v shbntem agtbm e`n¡msX thcpIÄ¡v ]Scm³ 
kzmX{´yw e`n¡msX ]qs¨SnIÄ Xs¶t¸mse AS¨p]q«nb 
apdbnÂ hoÀ¸pap«n Ignbp¶p. tNS¯nbv¡v B sNSnItfmSv 
klXm]w tXm¶n.

 sNSnIÄ¡p shÅw Hgn¡p¶IqsS AhnSpïmbncp¶ 
cïv ¹mÌnIv sNSnIÄ¡pw tNS¯n shÅsamgn¨p.

    AXpIï eqkn ]cnlmkambn ]dªp: "X¦½tN¨n 
]dbp¶Xp t\cm; Nne t\cw Cu A½¨ns¡mcp hnhtcmanÃ. 
¹mÌnIv sNSnIÄ¡v F´n\mWt½ shÅw?'

    eqknbpsS _lpam\anÃm¯ kwkmcw tIÄ¡p 
t¼mÄ X¦t½¡mÄ tIanbm Chsf¶v tNS¯n¡v tXm¶pw. 

 "Fsâ tamsf, Rm\dntªm ChnsS ¹mÌnIv sNSn 
bpsï¶v.  Ch bYmÀ° sNSn t]memWtÃm Ccn¡p¶Xv. 
shdpsXbÃ knkv-tägv-kn\pw t^mdn³ ]qhnt\mSv {]nbap 
ïmbXv.'

aebmfw IpÀ_m\bpw ]{X 
IpSninJbpw

    Hcp RmbdmgvN AeIv-kv A¶m½t¨S¯nsbbpw 
Iq«n aebmfw IpÀ_m\bv¡v t]mbn. aebmfw IpÀ_m\  
]e RmbdmgvNIfnepw Dsï¦nepw A¶mZyambmWv Ae 
Iv-kv A½¨ntbbpw Iq«n B IpÀ_m\bv¡p t]mIp¶Xv.

    tPmen ImcWw ]e RmbdmgvNIfnepw AhÀ¡v ]
ÅnbnÂ t]mIm³Xs¶ ]äp¶nÃ. tPmentbm H¯pIn«p¶ 
HmhÀssStam Dt]£n¨v IpÀ_m\bv¡p t]mIms\m¡ptam 
¶mWv AhcpsS tNmZyw.

    aebmfw IpÀ_m\ \S¡p¶ ]Ån AeIv-knsâ 
A¸mÀ«v-saânÂ\n¶v Iptd AIsebmWv. ImdnÂ AcaWn 
¡qtdmfw bm{X sNbvXv AhnsS sN¶t¸mÄ \m«nÂ Hcp 
Xncp¶mfn\p IqSp¶ Bfpïv. ka{]mb¡mÀ [mcmfw; FÃm 
hcpw aebmfw kwkmcn¡p¶p. \m«nÂ sN¶ {]XoXnbmbn 
tNS¯nbv¡v. AhÀ ]ecpambn, {]tXyIn¨v ka{]mb¡m 
cpambn ]cnNbs¸«p.



93

G{_lmw apt¯me¯v

    C{Xb[nIw aebmfnIÄ F§s\ ChnsS hs¶¶v 
tNS¯n¡v AXnibw. AXp {]ISn¸n¨t¸mÄ hnhcapÅ 
HcmÄ ]dªp: "CXv ChnsS h¶n«pÅ aebmfnIfnÂ Hcp 
sNdnb `mKta BIp¶pÅq. ]sïms¡ hnZym`ymkhpw Ign 
hpapÅhcm h¶ncp¶Xv. Ct¸mÄ Atacn¡bnepÅhsâ 
IpSpw_¡mscÃmw, hnhcapÅh\pw CÃm¯h\pw, hnkm 
In«n C§pt]mcpIm. F´pthïn, \m«nse sXcphpt]membn 
s¡mïncn¡pIm ChntSw.'

    At¸mÄ Hcp a[yhbkv-I³ Iq«nt¨À¯p: "t\cm, 
R§sfms¡ h¶ Ime¯v C´y¡msct¶m tIcfobsct¶m 
]dªmÂ ChnSp¯pImÀ¡p aXn¸pïmbncp¶p. XebpÅ 
hcm A¶p h¶ncp¶Xv.'

    B hr¯¯nÂ \n¶ Hcp kv{Xo ]dªp. "\½ 
sf¡pdn¨v ChnS¯pImÀ¡v Ct¸mÄ BsIbpÅ aXn¸v \½Ä 
]Ww [qÀ¯Sn¡ptIse¶pÅXm. ChnS¯pImcnÂ an¡ 
hcpw dn«bÀ sNbvXv hmSI ho«nem Xmakw. henb i¼f 
¡mc\pw Zmcn{Zy¯nte Ahkm\n¡q. \½psS BÄ¡mÀ 
F´p Xmgv¶ i¼f¯nembmepw F§t\w Hcp hoSphm§m³ 
t\m¡pw. AXnÂ ChnSp¯pImÀ¡v Iptd Akqb Xs¶ 
Dsï¶p ]dbmw.'

    Ip¼kmcn¡m³ Xmev]cyapÅhÀ¡v AXn\nt¸mÄ 
kuIcyapsï¶v kwLS\bpsS `mchmlnbmb tPmkv hn 
fn¨p ]dªp. A¶m½t¨S¯n DSs\ AXn\mbn lmfnÂ 
Ibdn. AhnsS ]mâpw jÀ«pan«v cïpt]À ItkcIfnencp¶v 
Ipiew ]dbp¶XÃmsX A¨s\ IïnÃ.

    At¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n tPmknsâ ASp¯ph¶p 
tNmZn¨p: "Ip¼kmcn¡m³ hcm³ ]dªn«v A¨s\hnsS?'

    lmfnÂ Itkcbnencn¡p¶hsc Nqïn tPmkv ]d 
ªp. "B Idp¯ thjaWnª Bfm A¨³. Ct¸mÄ 
HcmfhnsS Ip¼kmcnt¨mïncn¡phm. AXp Ignbp¼w A½ 
¨n Ip¼kmcnt¨m.'

   "At¸m ChnsS h¶ aebmfn A¨\p I¼kmcn 
¸n¡pt¼mgpw tfmlbntÃ?'

    "At§cn«ncn¡p¶ Idp¯ ]mâpw shÅ tImfÀ 
h¨ Idp¯ jÀ«pam ChnSps¯ A¨·mcpsS bqWnt^mw. 
ChnsSbpw ]ïp tfml Dïmbncp¶p. XWp¸pÅ cmPyam 
sW¦nepw Ct¸mÄ IÀ±n\mf·mÀ t]mepw ChnsS tfml D]
tbmKn¡mdnÃ.'
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   Ip¼kmcn¡m³ sN¶t¸mÄ ASp¯ ItkcbnÂ Ccn 
¡phm³ A¨³ ssI ImWns¨¦nepw tNS¯n `àn]q 
ÀÆw \ne¯p ap«pIp¯n Ip¼kmcn¨p.

    hfsc\mÄ IqSn Ip¼kmcn¡phm\pw aebmfw IpÀ 
_m\bnÂ ]s¦Sp¡phm\pw km[n¨Xn\mÂ tNS¯n¡v k 
t´mjambn.

    IpÀ_m\ Ahkm\n¨t¸mÄ tPmkv kwLS\bpsS 
Nne ]cn]mSnIÄ hniZoIcn¡pIbpw AXn\nSbnÂ Xcs¸Sp 
t¼msgÃmw FXnÀkwLS\¡msc Ip¯n¸dbpIbpw sNbv 
Xp. IpÀ_m\bv¡v hcp¶hÀ A©pw ]¯pw tUmfÀ hoX 
sa¦nepw kv-t{Xm{X¡mgvNbnSmsX kwLS\bpsS ]cn]mSn 
IÄ XpSÀ¶p \S¯pI _p²nap«msW¶v Ah³ Du¶n¸d 
ªt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pw Nncnh¶p.

   "At¿mSm... Hcp tUmfÀ hoXw t\À¨bnSp¶h\m 
KpWtZmjn¡pt¶!' AhÀ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp.

    IpÀ_m\ Ignªt¸mÄ aebmfn A¨³ amdnamdn 
\S¶v an¡ BfpIfpambn kwkmcn¨p. A¨³ Xm³ \nÂ 
¡p¶nSt¯¡v hcp¶Xphsc t\m¡n \nÂ¡msX A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n A¨sâ ASp¯psN¶v kvXpXn sNmÃn ]cnNb 
s¸«p. A¨sâ \mSpw hoSpw Atacn¡bnÂ h¶ Ncn{Xhpw 
XncnsI t]mIm³ ¹m\ptïm¶pw tNS¯n kzX kn²amb 
ssienbnÂ InÅn tNmZn¨p. A¨³ hfsc kq£n¨v adp]Sn 
]dªp.

    A¨\pw "A½¨o'¶p hnfn¨t¸mÄ tNS¯nbv¡v k 
t´mjambn. Xs¶ Iï am{XbnÂ A½tbmsS¶t]mse 
kv-t\lw ImWn¨ A¨s\ tNS¯nbv¡v Cãambn.

    tNS¯n ]dªp: "A¨³ tPmkntâw AeIv-kntâw 
ho«nÂ hÃt¸mgpw hcWw tIt«m.'

  "AXns\´m hcmatÃm' A¨³ adp]Sn ]dªp. "Fsâ 
IpSpw_¡mcmcpw ChnSnÃ. AXpsImïv \n§sfms¡bm 
Fsâ kz´¡mÀ. Aev]w aebmfw ]dbm\pw \mS³ ̀ £Ww 
Ign¡m\pw aebmfn kplr¯p¡fpsS hoSmWv Fsâ 
B{ibw.'

 A{Xbpw tI«t¸mÄ A¨s\ Xm³ £Wnt¡ïmbncp 
¶psh¶v tXm¶n tNS¯nbv¡v. ImcWw \m«ntet¸mepÅ 
kzmX{´yw X\n¡n¶v ChnsS CÃtÃm. a¡tfmSp tNmZn 
¡msX A¨s\ hnfn¨phcp¯nbmÂ AhÀt¡m AhcpsS 
`mcyamÀt¡m Cãs¸«nsÃ¦ntem.
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    IpÀºm\ Ignªp. tNS¯n BÄ¡msc HmSn \S¶p 
]cnNbs¸Sp¶Xn\nSbnÂ \m«nÂ sslkv-IqÄ A[ym]I 
\mbncp¶ t__n kmdns\ ]cnNbs¸«p. \m«nÂ h¨v 
tPmkns\bpw AeIv-kns\bpw Xm³ ]Tn¸n¨n«psï¶p kmdp 
]dªt¸mgmWv tNS¯nbv¡v kmdns\ HmÀ½ h¶Xv.

    A¸mÀ«psaânÂ aS§nh¶t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
AeIv-knt\mSv B kmdns\¡pdn¨v tNmZn¨p: "Fâ½¨o \m 
«nÂ h¨v, R§Ä hnhmlnXcmbtijw t]mepw, R§Ä 
s¡´p t]Sow _lpam\hpambncp¶p Abmsf. Ct¸mÄ 
kmdnsâ Kasbms¡ t]mbn. ImcWw ChnsS Btcepw 
Abmsf _lpam\n¡ptam? I£n¡v ChnsS h¶n«p tPmen 
In«m³ Xs¶ hnjaambncp¶p. \m«nse ]ntÅcpsS ASp¯n 
d¡p¶ apdn Cw¥ojpshtÃmw ChnsS sNehmIptam! Ah 
km\w Hcmip]{XoÂ tPmen In«n.'

   "kmdp½mcv Bip]{XoÂ Bsc ]Tn¸n¡phmSm?' A 
¶m½t¨S¯n¡v kwibambn.

    "]Tn¸n¡pIÃ, B[p\nI sajo\p]tbmKn¨pÅ ¢o 
\nwKmWv. henb i¼fsam¶panÃ. F¦nepw \m«nse A²ym 
]Isâ hcpam\w h¨pt\m¡pt¼mÄ CXp h³ XpIbm.'

   "FSm F\n¡nhnsS hÃ ]Wow sNbvXv ]¯p tUmf 
dpïm¡m³ ]äptam?'tNS¯n BImw£tbmsS tNmZn¨p.

  "A½¨n Iptd¡mew IqSn ChnsS \n¶mÂ shÂ^ 
bÀ ^ïnÂ \n¶p an\naw s]³j³ hm§n¡m³ ]äntb¡pw. 
`mj AdnbmsX§\m ChnsS tPmen sN¿p¶Xv.'

    F¦nepw A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v Nne NnÃd tPmenIÄ 
In«ns¡mïncp¶p. ASp¯pÅ aebmfn Z¼XnIÄ ]pd¯p 
t]mIpt¼mÄ AhÀ X§fpsS Ip«nIsf tNS¯nbpsS ASp 
¯m¡nbn«p t]mIpw. {]Xn^esam¶pw sImSp¡msX tNS 
¯nsbs¡mïv t__nknänKv \S¯matÃm F¶mWv AhÀ 
Nn´n¨Xv. Ip«nIsf t\m¡p¶Xpw AhcpsS eoemhnem 
k§fpw tNS¯n Cãs¸«ncp¶p. Xm³ Ip«nIsf t\m¡p 
¶Xv Xsâ a¡Ä¡p ]nSn¡p¶nsÃ¦nepw \m«pImÀ¡v kzo 
ImcyamWtÃmsb¶v tNS¯n kam[m\n¨p.

    F¶mÂ AeIv-kn\pw eqkn¡pw AX{X CãaÃ. 
Ip«nIÄ X§fpsS apdnIÄ tamiam¡pIbpw AhnsS hm§n 
h¨n«pÅ `£Wkm[\§Ä Xn¶pXoÀ¡pIbpw sN¿p¶p 
sh¶mWv AhcpsS ]cmXn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ h¶tijw Ip«¸m 
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bnbpsSbpw s]¬a¡fpsSbpw A\pP¯n knÌdnsâbpw  
]e I¯pIÄ h¶p. tNS¯n At§m«v FÃmhÀ¡pw Hmtcm 
Fgp¯v Ab¨XÃmsX ]ns¶ FgpXo«nsÃ¶ ]cmXnbmWv 
AhÀ¡v. Gtdm{Kmw t]mkv-täm^oknÂ \n¶v a¡Ä hm§n 
s¡mSp¡msX A½¨n F§s\ FgpXpw?

    P·Zn\w, BZyIpÀ_m\ kzoIcWw XpS§nb hnti 
jZnhk§Ä \m«nÂ \n¶p kz´¡mÀ FgpXn Adnbn¡p 
t¼mÄ tNS¯n tPmknt\mSpw AeIv-knt\mSpw ]dbpw, A 
hÀ¡v Fs´¦nepw k½m\ambn Ab¨psImSp¡phm³. ]
t£ Ft´m AhÀ¡v AXns\m¶pw Xmev]cyanÃ.

    Hcp Znhkw \m«nÂ \n¶ph¶ A]v\mtZiv ssZzhm 
cnIbnÂ \n¶v I¯pt]msemcp Ipdn¸pIn«n. eqkn AXp 
hmbn¨tijw AeIv-knsâ I¿nÂ sImSp¯p. Ah³ AXv 
HmSn¨v t\m¡o«p Nhäp Ip«bnÂ Ifªp.

    AXpIï tNS¯n tNmZn¨p. "AsXt´m¶m A]v 
\mtZin\I¯q¶p  In«nb Xpïp ISemÊv?'

 eqknbmWXn\p adp]Sn ]dªXv: "AXv A]v\mtZiv 
No^v FUnädpsS I¯m. hcnkwJy Ab¨psImSp¡Ww; 
IpSninJ Dsï¶v.'

 "F{Xbpïv?'

  "200 cq] IpSninJ; IqSmsX 200 Cs¡mÃt¯¡v.'  
 "AXp ]ns¶ Ab¨psImSp¡tï. ImWmt·se 
A©pcq] hoXamIp¶ntÃ Ìm¼n\v.'

    At¸mÄ AeIv-kv ]dªp: "A½¨o, FÃms¡mtÃmw 
Ahcn§s\ FgpXp¶Xm.'

 "]Ww Abbv¡mïncp¶m Ahcp ]{Xw Abbv¡epw 
\nÀ¯ptIte?'

  A½¨n¡v a¡fpsS kao]\w ]nSnIn«p¶nÃ. Atacn 
¡bnÂ h¶tijamWv A¶m½t¨S¯n A]v\mtZiv ImWp 
¶sX¦nepw Ct¸mÄ AhÀ AXnsâ Hcp Øncw hmb\¡m 
cnbmWv. \m«nse hmÀ¯IÄ¡p ]pdsa Bscms¡ acn¨p, 
hnhmlnXcmbn, ]ÅnIfnÂ Fs´ms¡ \S¡p¶p Fs¶ms¡ 
AdnbmatÃm!

    "AhÀ A§t\§pw ]{Xw Abbv¡Â \nÀ¯ptI 
e½¨o.' AeIv-kv hniZoIcn¨p. "AXp \nÀ¯nbmÂ ]ns¶ 
IpSninI In«ptam. HSp¡w \nÀ¯pt¼mÄ ChnsS thdmcpsS 
sb¦nepw t]cnÂ ]pXpXmbn hcn¡mcmImw. CXpt]mse 
C´ym¡mcv Atacn¡bnÂ {]kn²oIcn¡p¶ F{X ]{Xw  
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]Ww apS¡msX R§Ä¡v In«p¶psït¶m.'

    At¸mÄ eqkn H¶pIqSn hyàam¡n. "BZyw Fsâ 
t]cnem ]{Xw hcp¯nbXv. AXn\p IpSninI Hcp]mSmbt¸mÄ 
Ahcp ]{Xw Abbv¡Â \nÀ¯n. Ct¸mÄ AeIv-knsâ t]
cnem AXp hcp¶Xv. C\n \nÀ¯pt¼mÄ A½¨osS t]cntem 
tPmtamsâ t]cntem ]pXnb hcn¡mcmIWw.'

 "Fsâ t]cnÂ thï' A¶m½t¨S¯n XoÀ¯p 
]dªp. "F\n¡Xnsâ D¯cn¸pISsam¶pw G¡m³ ]änÃ.'

    "C¡me¯m D¯cn¸pISw! FIv-kv-skant\cnb\mb 
AeIv-kv Nncn¨psImïp ]dªp: "Ct¸mgs¯ A¨·mcp 
t]mepw B hm¡p tI«n«pïmhnÃ.'

hnfnbm¨m¯hpw hcpam\ 
hn\mihpw

 eqkn {]khn¨ tijapÅ aq¶mas¯ hmcm´y¯nÂ 
AeIv-knsâ Hcp aebmfn kplr¯v AbmfpsS aIsâ P· 
Zn\mtLmj¯n\v AeIv-kns\bpw IpSpw_s¯bpw £ 
Wn¨p. B hmcm´y¯nÂ¯s¶ eqknbpsS kz´¯nÂs¸« 
Iptdt¸À \yqtbmÀ¡nÂ\n¶v AXnYnIfmbn h¶ncp¶p.

    i\nbmgvN sshIpt¶cw P·Zn\mtLmj¯n\v t]m 
Ip¶Xn\v Hcp§phm³ ho«nepÅ FÃmhtcmSpw AeIv-kv  
\nÀt±in¨t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v AXnibambn. aämcpw 
tIÄ¡msX AeIv-kns\ amän\nÀ¯n tNS¯n tNmZn¨p: 
"FSm, \nsâ Iq«pImc³ ]mÀ«n¡v \nt¶w eqkntbbpatÃ 
hnfn¨pÅq. AXn\v \o HcmÄ t]mbmÂt¸mtc. FÃmhcpw 
IqsS At§m«pt]mIm³ \mWantÃ. Xt¶aÃ, AhÄ F§ 
\m {]khn¨ DSs\ aäphoSpIfnÂ t]mIpt¶?'

  "A½¨o, ChnsS {]khn¨ kv{XoIÄ aq¶pamkw 
hscsbm¶pw ho«nÂ HXp§n¡gnbptIem. AhÄ¡p ]pd 
¯nd§nbmse´m Ipg¸w? t\cw IfbmsX A½¨n t]mbn 
Hcp§v.'

   "F´m Rm³ Hcp§mt\m? AXns\s¶ In«nÃ.'

  AeIv-kn\v AXnibambn: "AsX´p]än?'

 "hnfnbm¨m¯ap®ms\m¶pw Rm³ t]mInÃ. Fs¶ 
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bptïm Ahcp hnfns¨mÅq?'

  "Hm... Cu A½¨ntbsImïp tXmäp! ChnsS \m«n 
set¸mse Bcpw hnfn¡nÃ. ]mÀ«n \S¯p¶hÀ £Wn¡m 
\pÅ hoSpIfnte¡v t^m¬ hnfn¨v t^msWSp¡p¶ Bfn 
t\mSp Imcyw ]dbpw. B ho«nepÅ FÃmhcpw ]mÀ«n¡v 
t]mIpw. AÃmsX Bfmw{]Xn hnfn¡nÃ; AXn\mÀ¡pw t\
tcmanÃ.'

    HgnIgnsh¶ \nebnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n ]dªp: 
"tamt\, hncp¶pImsc X\nsb B¡nbn«v \½sfÃmw hncp 
¶n\p t]mbmÂ tamiatÃ. Rm³ AhÀ¡p hÃ `£tWmw 
sh¨phnf¼n ChnsS \nt¶mfmw.'

  "A½¨n F´m Cu ]dbpt¶? Ahcpw \½psS IqsS 
]mÀ«n¡v t]mcphm.'

    AXnibt¯smS A¶m½t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p: "AXn\v 
Ahsc Bsc¦nepw At§m«p £Wnt¨m?'

 "Rm³ ]dªntÃ, ChnsS Btcw {]tXyIsam¶pw 
£Wn¡nÃ; ho«nÂ AXnYnIsf¶Ã, BscÃmaptïm Ah 
scÃmw A§pt]mIpw.'

    Cu ]pXnb temI¯nÂ Xsâ \ymbw, hnet¸mhn 
sÃ¶p Iït¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS P· 
Zn\mtLmj¯n\v t]mbn. AhnsS sN¶t¸mÄ £Wn¡ 
s¸« hoSpIfnseÃmhcpw hoSp]q«n h¶n«psï¶p a\Ên 
embt¸mÄ AeIv-kv ]dªXp t\cmsW¶v tNS¯nbv¡v 
t_m²yambn.

    P·Zn\mtLmj¯nÂ ]s¦Sp¡phm³ h¶ aebmfn 
kv{XoIsf tNS¯n {i²n¨p. ASp¯ Ime¯p hnhmln 
Xcmb h\nXIÄ t]mepw B`cW§Ä t]cn\p am{Xta 
AWnªn«pÅq. AhnsS h¨p ]cnNbs¸« Hcp \hh[phn 
t\mSv tNS¯n tNmZn¨p: "CsX´v ]äntamtf, \nsâ s]m 
s¶Ãmw C{X s]s«¶v `À¯mhv hntäm?'

    AhÄ Nncn¨psImïp ]dªp. "hnäXÃ½¨o; kpc£n 
XXz¯n\pthïn _m¦nse tem¡dnÂ ]q«nh¨ncn¡zm. A[n 
Iw B`cWsam¶pw AWntªmïp \S¡m³ ChnSmcpw 
ss[cys¸SnÃ. Atacnt¡Â Hcp]mSm`cWw ^mj\paÃ.'

 tNS¯n ]dªp: "_m¦nÂ ]q«nhbv¡m\mtWm Ieym 
WaSp¡p¼w ImcWh·mÀ HmSn\S¶v DÅsXÃmw hnäpw ISw 
hm§nbpw Hcp]mSv B`cWapïm¡p¶Xv? F¶mÂ¸ns¶ 
IeymW¯n\v B`cWw Iptd Ipd¨pIqsS?'
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  AhÄ {]XnIcn¨p: "Fâ½¨o, CsXms¡ BtcmSv ]
dbm³!'

    P·Zn\mtLmjw Ignªp XncnsI h¶t¸mÄ A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n AeIv-knt\mSp ]dªp: "Fsâ tamt\, Ifn¸m 
«§fpw XpWow ]tïmambn F´pam{Xw k½m\am AhnsS 
]mÀ«n¡v h¶hscÃmw sImïph¶p sImSp¯Xv! hncp¶n\v 
AhÀ Nnehm¡nbXnt\¡mÄ IqSpXÂ AhÀ¡v In«o«pïv. 
H¶pcïp sImÃt¯¡v B sIm¨n\v C\n H¶pw hmt§ïn 
hcnÃtÃm!'

   "t\cmW½¨o,' A½¨ntbmSp tbmPn¨psImïv Ae 
Iv-kv ]dªp. "ChnsS ]mÀ«n \S¯nbmÂ em`am. AXp 
sImïv tPmkptN«³ aIÄ Sn\osS hnhmlw \S¯pt¼m 
sNdp¡³ \m«o¶pÅXmtWepw hnhmlmtLmjw ChnsS 
h¨pXs¶ \S¯q¶m ]dbp¶Xv. ImcWw \m«nÂ kZybv¡v 
hcp¶hÀ Xnt¶¨§v t]mIpIbtÃbpÅq.'

 AXp icnbmsW¶v A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡pw tXm¶n. 
{]khw Ignªv BdmgvNbmbt¸mÄ eqkn tPmen¡v t]m 
bn¯pS§n. A¶m½t¨S¯n BZyw AXn\v FXncp ]d 
ªp. Npcp§nbXv aq¶p amksa¦nepw tPmen¡v t]mImsX 
hn{ian¡pIbpw tZlc£ sN¿pIbpw thWsa¶mbncp¶p 
AhcpsS D]tZiw. ]t£ BcXp sNhns¡mÅm³!

    Atacn¡bnÂ {]khImemh[n BdmgvNt¯t¡ 
In«pIbpÅt{X. AXnÂ IqSpXÂ hn{iaw BhiyansÃ¶mWv 
Atacn¡¡mcpsS IW¡pIq«Â! eqkn tPmen¡p t]mbn 
¯pS§nbtXmsS A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS tPmen hÀ²n¨p. 
ASp¡f¸Wn¡v ]pdsa cïv Ip«nIfpsS Imcyat\zjn¡Ww. 
F¦nepw kt´mjt¯msS AhÀ AhsbÃmw sNbvXncp¶p.

 Hcp Znhkw \m«nÂ \n¶ph¶ Hcp I¯v CShI 
hnImcnbptSXmsW¶v AeIv-kv ]dªt¸mtg A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n ]dªp: "Rm\nhnsS Ft¶ ]td¶Xm B IÃtdsS 
Imcyw. AXn\p ]Ww sNÃmªmbncn¡pw.'

 IÃd ]Wn XÂ¡mew thsï¶v hs¨¶pw Hcp 
sImSp¦mänÂs¸«v ]ÅnhI kv-Iqfnsâ sjUv XIÀ¶Xn 
\mÂ AXv ASnb´ncambn ]p\cp²cn¡pIbmsW¶pw A 
Xn\v AXymhiyambn km¼¯nIklmbw sN¿Wsa¶p 
amWv I¯nse kmcw. XIÀ¶ sI«nS¯nsâ Hcp t^mt«mbpw 
I¯nsâ IqsS Ab¨ncp¶p.

    A¶s¯ X]menÂ Ip«¸mbnbpsS Hcp I¯pw e`n 
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¨p. kv-IqÄ sI«nSw ]pXp¡n¸Wnbp¶Xn\p klmbn¨mÂ 
\¶mbncn¡psa¶p hnImcnb¨³ ]dªn«mWv Xm³ FgpXp 
¶sX¶pw X\n¡v 5000 cq] ]ncnhn«n«psï¶pamWv DÅS¡w. 
Npcp§nbXv Ip«¸mbn¡v \nÝbn¨n«pÅ hnlnXsa¦nepw 
A§v Ab¨mÂ sImÅmsa¶mWv B I¯nse [z\n.

    I¯pIÄ hmbn¨ptI«tijw A¶m½t¨S¯n ]
dªp. "AXymhiy Imcyam. F§t\w \sÃmcp XpI Ab¨p 
sImSp¯p klmbn¡Ww.'

    ]t£ AeIv-kv Acnis¸«p ]dªp. "Ip«¸mbnt¨ 
«s\´n\m R§sS hnemkw A¨\psImSp¯Xv? ChnsS 
Iãs¸Sp¶ Imcyw htÃmw A¨·mÀ¡dnbWtam? \m«nen\n 
kvIqfpïmbn«v F\ns¡´m Imcyw? Fsâ Ip«nIsf ChnS 
tÃ ]Tn¸n¡q. AXn\p \sÃmcp XpI ^okp Rm³ sImSp 
¡p¶pïv.'

    "A§s\ ]dªmse§\m AeIv-tk?' A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n KpWtZmjn¨p. "\o ]Tn¨ ]Ån¡qSatÃ? FSm ]Ån¡v 
sImSp¯mte \ap¡v ssZhw Xcq.'

 "Ct¸mÄ Fsâ ]Ån ChnSm, AhnsS Rm³ Bh 
iy¯n\p sImSp¡p¶pïv.'

    AXptI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v AXr]vXn tXm 
¶n. ]pÑ`mh¯nÂ AhÀ ]dªp: "RmbdmgvN kmbn¸ 
·mÀ ]t¯m Ccp]tXm kvt{Xm{X¡mgvNbnSpt¼mÄ \o Hcp 
tUmfdnSp¶XmtWm henb I¸Â.'

    AeIv-kv \ymboIcn¨p ]dªp: "A½¨o, Hcp tUmf 
sd¶v ]dªmÂ F{X cq]bm¶dnbmtam? Dt±iw 20 cq]. 
At{Xw cq] Hmtcm Rmbdmgv-tNw kv-tXm{X¡mgvN CSp¶ 
F{Xt]cpïv \m«nÂ?'

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v D¯cw ap«p¶Xp]mse tXm¶n. 
Xsâ  km[mcW _p²n ChnsS NnehmInsÃ¶v AhÀ¡v a\
Ênembn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n Nn´n¨ncnt¡ kwkmcw tI«ncp¶ 
eqkn ]dªp: "A½¨o... ]ïv Fsâ CShIbnÂ ]Ån 
]Wn¡v ]ncnhv tNmZn¨v AhnSps¯ hnImcn FgpXo¸w 
Rm³ \nÀ_Ôn¨n«v AeIv-kv ]Wabbv¡m³ k½Xn¨nÃ. 
Bsc¦nepw AtX¸än ]n¶oSv tNmZn¨mÂ AhnSp¶v Ab¨ 
I¯p In«nbnsÃ¶v ]dbm\m AeIv-kv ]dªXv. AXp 
Xs¶ C¡mcy¯nÂ A½¨ow ]dªmÂ aXn. Fsâ ]Ån 
¡v sImSp¡m³ ]äptIte ]ns¶ F´n\m Cu ]Ån¡v 
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sImSp¡p¶Xv?'

    At¸mÄ Hcp Xocpam\sat¶mWw AeIv-kv ]dªp: 
"AtX, Cu I¯p In«nsb¶v BtcmSpw ]dbï. \m«nÂ 
sNÃp¼w tNmZn¨mepw In«nbnsÃ¶v ]dªmÂ aXn.'

    tNS¯n¡v AX{X CãambnÃ. "Fsâ a¡tf, A 
§s\ FÃmcpw IÅw ]dªmÂ ]Ån¡qSw ]Wn F§\m 
\S¡p¶Xv?'

    AeIv-kv XoÀ¯p ]dªp: "A½¨o C¡mcy¯nÂ 
hnjan¡ï. AhÀ F§s\sb¦nepw sI«nSw XoÀt¯mfpw.'

    A½¨n hnjant¡ï¶v AeIv-kv ]dsª¦nepw 
Atacn¡bv¡v h¶v cïpamkw Ignªt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨ 
S¯nbv¡v ]ehn[ hnja§fmcmw`n¨p. eqknt¡m X¦½bv-
t¡m Xt¶mSp _lpam\ansÃ¶v AhÀ¡ptXm¶n. Ft¸m 
gpw ]cnlkn¨pw AÀ°w h¨papÅ Ip¯phm¡pItf Ah 
cpsS \mhnÂ \n¶p hcq. eqkn ap¼v henb hbdpw h¨v 
ASp¡f¸WnbnÂ klIcn¡pambncp¶p. Ct¸mÄ AhfpsS 
kao]\¯nÂ amäw h¶ncn¡p¶p. tNS¯n X\nsb thWw 
ho«nse FÃm ]WnIfpw sN¿m³. F¶mepw Bcpw AXns\

hneaXn¡pItbm AwKoIcn¡pItbm sN¿p¶nÃ. BdmgvN 
IgnªmÂ FÃm tPmenbpw sN¿msa¶p ]dª eqkn 
tPmen¡v t]mtIïm¯ Znhk§fnÂt¸mepw tNS¯nsb 
ASp¡f¸WnbnÂ klmbn¡nÃ. ̀ £Ww Ign¡mdmIpt¼mÄ 
AhÄ taibv¡cnInÂ h¶ncn¡pw. Ign¨pIgnªmepS³ Sn. 
hn.bpsS ap¼nte¡v \o§nbncn¡pw. ho«nÂ Bsc¦nepw 
h¶mÂ AhtcmSv kwkmcambn. AsÃ¦nÂ aocmtamsf Ifn 
¸n¨psImïncn¡pw.

    Xs¶ shdpsamcp the¡mcnsbt¸mse IW¡m¡p 
¶psh¶v tNS¯n¡v tXm¶n. F¦nepw a\Ênse AXr 
]vXn BZysam¶pw {]ISn¸n¨nÃ. Aev]w a\xkam[m\¯n 
\pw eqknsbs¡mïv ASp¡f¸Wn a\x¸qÀÆw ]p\xcmcw 
`n¡p¶Xn\pw tNS¯n CSbv¡v tPmknsâ ho«nÂ GXm\pw 
Znhkw t]mbn \nÂ¡Wsa¶p ]dbpw. ]t£ eqkn AXn\v 
XSÊw \nÂ¡pw. "R§sf klmbn¡m\tÃ A½¨n h¶Xv; 
]ns¶´n\m Ct¸mÄ tPmknsâ ho«ntet¡mSp¶Xv'F¶mWv 
AhfpsS tNmZyw.

   Xm³ IqSn tPmen sNbvXpïm¡nb ]Ww sImïmWv 
Atacn¡bv¡v hcphm³ A½¨n¡v Sn¡äv Ab¨sX¶v AhÄ 
AhImihmZw apg¡pt¼mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v tZjyw 
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hcpw. \m«nembncps¶¦nÂ Xm\mcmbncp¶psh¶v eqknsb 
ImWn¨psImSp¡mambncps¶¶v tNS¯n Nn´n¡pw. ChnsS 
Xm³ ]W¯n\p amÀKanÃm¯hfmbn. FhnsSt¸mIm\pw F 
´pthWsa¦nepw a¡sfbpw acpa¡sfbpw B{ibn¡Ww.

    AeIv-knt\¡mÄ IqSpXÂ ]Wapïm¡p¶Xv Xm\m 
sW¶v eqkn Nnet¸mÄ AeIv-knsâbpw ho«nÂ hcp¶ 
AXnYnIfpsSbpw tIÄs¡t¸mepw hochmZw apg¡pw. "Ae 
Iv-knt\s¡mïv IgpXsbt¸mse U_nÄtPmen sN¿mt\ 
sImÅp' F¶p eqkn ]dbpt¼mÄ Ah³ BZysams¡ tZ 
jys¸«ncp¶p. ]n¶oSv sskzcyw In«m³ Ah³ hoSphn«nd 
§n¯pS§n. Iq«pImscm¯v No«pIfn¨p kabw sImÃm³.

    ]t£ A¶m½t¨S¯n sskzcyw tXSn Ft§m«p 
t]mIpw? AhÀ {]bmk§Ä DÅnsemXp¡n. Nnet¸mÄ tN 
S¯n eqknbpambn hmZ{]XnhmZapïm¡pw. At¸mÄ eqkn 
tNmZn¡pw. "A½¨o, Cu {]mb¯n\nSbnÂ F´p k¼mZn¨p? 
Ct¸mgpw aäpÅhÀ Iãs¸«pïm¡p¶Xv Xn¶pXoÀ¡m\
ÃmsX hÃXn\pw sImÅptam?'

    AXv tIÄ¡pt¼mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v tZlam 
kIew hnd¨pIbdpw. AhÀ ]dbpw: "Hm... Hcp¯n Ata 
cnt¡ h¶pIptd tUmfdpïm¡p¶Xnsâ apgp¸v. FSo, \n 
sâ Nnehnsem¶pw F\n¡nhnsS Ignbï. Fsâ tam\p  
\nt¶¡mÄ i¼fw IpdhmsW¦nepw Ah\pw ]Wapïm 
¡p¶pïv.'

  "Dïv, AXnÂ ap¡mepw No«pIfn¨pw IÅpIpSn¨pw 
Xn¶pXoÀ¡p¶papïv.' eqknbpw hn«nÃ.

    AhfpsS Ip¯phm¡pIÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS 
lrZb¯nÂ apdnhpIÄ Dïm¡psa¦nepw hymIpeamXm 
hns\ {]Xn FÃmw AhÀ lrZb¯nÂ kw{Kln¨p.

eqknbpsS \m¡pw AeIvknsâ 
hm¡pw

    hnjaw DÅnsemXp§mXmbt¸mÄ eqkn ho«nenÃm 
¯ kabw t\m¡n A¶m½t¨S¯n Xsâ a\xt¢i§Ä  Ae 
Iv-knt\mSp ]dªp. F¦nepw A¶m½t¨S¯nsb AXni 
bn¸n¨psImïv Ah³ eqknsb A\pIqen¨mWp kwkmcn 
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¨Xv. AhÄ ]dbp¶Xp Iptdsbms¡ icnbmsW¶pw A½m 
bnb½t¸mcnd¡n {]iv\w Dïm¡cpsX¶pamWv Ah³ ]d 
ªXnsâ kmcw.

    AeIv-knÂ \n¶v AXptI«t¸ImÄ A¶m½t¨S 
¯n¡v BsI hnjaambn. B ho«nÂ Xm³ A\ybmsW¶ 
hnNmcw AhcnÂ hÀ²n¨p. ]ntä¶p cmhnse apXÂ A¶m 
½t¨S¯ntbmSpÅ eqknbpsS hm¡pIfnepw s]cpamä 
¯nepw Iptd¡qSn shdp¸p {]ISambn. Xm³ ]dª Imcyw 
AeIvkv eqknbpambn kwkmcns¨¶pw AXv FcnXobnÂ 
F® ]Icmt\ D]Icn¨pÅq F¶pw tNS¯nbv¡v a\Ên 
embn.

    A¶p apXÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n sN¿p¶Xpw ]dbp 
¶Xpw eqknt¡m, eqkn ]dbp¶Xpw {]hÀ¯n¡p¶Xpw 
tNS¯nt¡m Zln¡mXmbn. {ItaW A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS 
{]mÀ°\bv¡v ssZÀLyhpw Xo£vWXbptadn. amÀ¸m¸ 
sh©cn¨ sIm´bnÂ tXbvam\w Dïmbn¯pS§n.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n BbnsS Ip«¸mbnbv¡b¨ I¯nÂ 
Xm³ \m«nÂ\n¶p t]m¶n«p aq¶pamkamsb¶pw CXn 
t\mSIw Ip«¸mbntbbpw \m«nepÅ s]¬a¡sfbpw Ah 
cpsS Ip«nIsfbpw ImWphm³ sImXnbmsb¶pw F{Xbpw 
thKw \m«nÂ hcphm³ B{Kln¡p¶psh¶pw FgpXn. F 
¦nepw Xsâ Atacn¡bnse {]iv\§Ä tNS¯n hnthI 
]qÀÆw I¯nÂ Hgnhm¡n.

    \m«nÂ \n¶v BbnsS Ip«¸mbnbpsS Hcp "IfÎv 
tImÄ' h¶p. A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS ktlmZc³ Np½mcn\v  
s]s«s¶mcp {]bmkapïmsb¶pw cïpZnhkw Bip]{Xn 
bnÂInS¶tijw acns¨¶pw ]ntä¶p cmhnse ihkwkv 
Imcw \S¯psa¶pambncp¶p ktµiw.

    AXp tI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v BsI a\x{]
bmkambn. Xsâ BsIbpÅ IqsS¸nd¸mWv acn¨Xv. B 
ktlmZcsâ ihkwkvImcIÀ½¯nÂ kw_Ôn¡m³ km 
[n¡nsÃ¶v tI«t¸mÄ AhÀ¡msI at\mhnjahpw Ic 
¨nepambn. a¡fpsS Bizmkhm¡pIÄ¡v A½¨nsb km´z  
\s¸Sp¯m³ IgnªnÃ. X\n¡v ihkwkvImc¯n\v ap³t] 
\m«nÂ F¯Wsa¶mWv tNS¯n ]dbp¶Xv; AXv {]mtbm 
KnIasÃ¶p a¡fpw.

    A½¨nsb kam[m\n¸n¡phm³ aebmfn A¨s\ 
CS]mSp sNbvXv tPmknsâ ̀ h\¯nÂ ]ntä¶p sshIpt¶cw 
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aebmfw IpÀ_m\bpw H¸okpw \S¯n. ho«nÂ IpÀ_m\ 
sNmÃp¶Xv A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v ]pXnb A\p`hambncp¶p. 
F¶mÂ Atacn¡bnÂ AXv km[mcWbmsW¶v AXnt\m 
SIw AhÀ a\Ênem¡nbncp¶p. acn¨S¡nÂ kw_Ôn¡p 
IbmsW¶ hnNmchnImc§tfmsS B Xncp¡À½§fnÂ 
AhÀ kw_Ôn¨p.

    ]ntäZnhkw apXÂ Hcp amkt¯¡v Znhkhpw ]Ån 
bnse IpÀ_m\bv¡v tijw H¸okv sNmÃn¡Wsa¶v A 
¶m½t¨S¯n tPmknt\mSpw AeIv-knt\mSpw ]dªp. ]
t£ Atacn¡bnse ]ÅnIfnÂ \m«ntet¸mse H¸otkm 
a{´mtbm \S¯nsÃ¶v tI«t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v AXv 
Ahnizk\obambn. \m«nÂ\n¶p Xm³ IcpXns¡mïpt]m 
¶ IpÀ_m\ ]pkvXI¯nsâ Ahkm\ `mK¯v tNÀ¯n 
«pÅ H¸okv tNS¯n A¶p apXÂ Znhkhpw X\nsb 
sNmÃphm³ XpS§n.

    ]ntä RmbdmgvN Hmim\ Xncp\mÄ BsW¶v Ahn 
NmcnXambn BcnÂ \nt¶m tI«t¸mgmWv Xm\dnbmsX 
hn`qXn _p[\pw A¼Xv t\m¼nse an¡ Znhk§fpw IS 
¶pt]mb Imcyw tNS¯n Adnbp¶Xv. ]ÅnbnÂ sN¶mÂ 
H¶pw XncnbpIbpanÃ. C¯cw Imcy§Ä a¡Ä ]dªp Xc 
¯panÃ.

    tNS¯nbpsS \nÀ_Ô{]Imcw hnip²hmc¯nse 
{][m\Znhk§fnÂ AeIv-knsâtbm tPmknsâtbm ho«n 
Â tPmen CÃm¯hsc Iq«n tNS¯n ]ÅnbnÂ t]mbn 
cp¶p. Hmim\ RmbdmgvN HcSn am{Xw \ofw hcp¶ Ipcp 
t¯me hm§n Atacn¡³ ]ÅnbnÂ \n¶p aS§pt¼mÄ 
tNS¯nbv¡p sXÃpw Xr]vXnbmbnÃ. \m«nse Ipcpt¯me  
{]Z£nWtam B\hmXnÂ ap«n Xpd¡tem, aebmfw ]m 
«pItfm CÃm¯ ]Ån¨S§pIÄ Iït¸mÄ Cu kab¯v 
Xm³ \m«nÂ Bbncps¶¦nÂ F¶v AhÀ HmÀ¯p.

   s]klm hymgmgvNs¯ ImepIgpIÂ ip{iqj Iï 
t¸mÄ tNS¯nbv¡v tZjyamWv h¶Xv. ]Ånbnse \mep 
sshZnIÀ tNÀ¶v kaql_en AÀ¸n¨p. AhÀ \mept]cpw 
]¦n«v aq¶pt]cpsS hoXw Imep IgpIn. Imep IgpIs¸«h 
cnÂ ]IpXn kv{XoIfmbncp¶p. IÀ¯mhv X\nsb ]{´ïv 
At¸mkvXe³amcpsS ]mZ§Ä IgpInb kw`hw Ct¸mÄ  
\mev sshZnIÀ tNÀ¶v Bdv h\nXIfpsS DÄ¸sS Imep Igp 
InbmÂ AsXs´mcp A\pkvacWamsW¶v AhÀ kzbw 
tNmZn¨p.
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    A¶m½t¨S¯n ap³Is¿Sp¯v tPmknsâ `h\ 
¯nÂ t]mbn s]klm A¸apïm¡n. X¦½bv¡pw AeIv- 
kn\pw A¶v sshIpt¶cw tPmenbmbncp¶p. _m¡nbpÅ 
hÀ¡v tPmkv A¸w apdn¨v hnf¼n. \m«nepff a¡sfbpw 
acn¨pt]mb ktlmZcs\bpw kvacn¨psImïv tNS¯n AXn 
Â ]¦psImïp.

   {InkvXy³ cmPyamb Atacn¡bnÂ ZpxJshÅnbm 
gvN s]mXpAh[nbsÃ¶pw km[mcW {]hÀ¯nZnhkwt]m 
se Xs¶ an¡hcpw tPmen sN¿pIbmsW¶pw tI«t¸mÄ 
A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v Atacn¡tbmSv shdp¸v tXm¶n. tPmen 
ImcWw tPmkpw X¦½bpw eqknbpw A¶v ]ÅnbnÂ t]m 
bnÃ.

  DbÀ¸v  RmbdmgvN X¦½bv¡pw eqkn¡pw tPmen 
bmbncp¶p. IqSpXÂ t]À A¶v Ah[n FSp¡m³ {ian¡p 
¶Xn\nSbnÂ A¶s¯ tPmenbv¡v Cc«n {]Xn^ew In«p 
sa¶v AhÀ ]dbp¶p. F¦nepw hnip²hmc¯nse {][m\
Znhk§Ä hnip²ambn BNcn¡m¯XnÂ tNS¯n¡v {]
Xntj[w tXm¶n.

    IqSpXÂ At\zjn¨t¸mÄ \m«nepÅ t]mse Ata 
cn¡bnse ]ÅnIfnÂ henb Xncp¶mÄ BtLmj§tfm 
eZoªp t]meptam CsÃ¶v tNS¯n¡p a\Ênembn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw eqknbpw X½nepÅ _Ôw 
taÂ¡ptaÂ inYneambn sImïncp¶p. tPmtam\v {Kmâvamsb 
BZyw Imcyambncps¶¦nepw a½n¡v Ahsc _lpam\an 
sÃ¶v a\Ênembt¸mÄ Ah\pw {Kmâvamsb _lpam\n¡m 
Xmbn. a½n ]dbp¶Xv tI«v Ah\pw XtâXmb `mjbnÂ 
{Kmâvamsb Xmgv¯n ]dbpIbpw \nµyambn s]cpamdpIbpw 
sNbvXp.

    BZyIme¯v tPmtamsâ `mj A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v 
a\ÊnemInÃmbncps¶¦nepw Ct¸mÄ Ahsâ Cw¥ojv tNS 
¯nbv¡pw tNS¯nbpsS aebmfw Ah\pw a\ÊnemIpw. 
Ccphcpw ]ckv]cw `mj ]Tn¡pIbpw ]Tn¸n¡pIbpw sN 
bvXpsh¶XmWv kXyw. tPmtamsâ Xt¶mSpÅ A\pkc 
Wt¡Spw "{Kmâvam Cukv _mUv,' "bq tKm Sq C´y.' "Znkv  
Cukv t\m«v bphÀ lukv' XpS§nb hmNI§fpw tNS 
¯nsb thZ\n¸n¨p. eqkn ]dªp ]Tn¸n¨n«mtWm C§ 
s\ Xt¶mSv ]dbpIbpw s]cpamdpIbpw sN¿p¶sX¶pw 
AhÀ kwibn¨p.
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    AeIv-kpw eqknbpw ho«nÂ CÃm¯t¸mÄ ASp¡ 
f¸Wn IqSmsX aocm tamsfbpw tPmtams\bpw t\m¡pI 
tNS¯n¡v _p²nap«mbncp¶p. aocm tamÄ Dd§pt¼mÄ 
Ahsf \pÅn DWÀ¯pI tPmtamsâ {Iqchnt\mZambncp¶p. 
F¦nepw eqknsb `b¶v tNS¯n tPmtams\ hg¡v ]dbp 
IbÃmsX H¶pw sN¿nÃ. AXdnbmhp¶ tPmtam³ {Kmâvam 
]dbp¶Xn\v FXncmbmWv ]dbpIbpw {]hÀ¯n¡pIbpw 
sN¿pI. klnsI« A¶m½t¨S¯n eqkn ho«nÂ CÃm¯ 
t\cw t\m¡n tPmtams\ \nb{´n¡p¶XnepÅ Xsâ _p 
²nap«v AeIv-kns\ Adnbn¨p.

    A½¨nsb tPmtam\v `bapïmIWsa¶pw AXn\v 
thïn h¶mÂ ASn sImSp¡Wsa¶pw AeIv-kv D]tZin¨p. 
Hcp Znhkw A¶m½t¨S¯n ASp¡fbnÂ Xnc¡n«v ]Wn 
bp¶Xn\nSbnÂ aocm tamfpsS Akm[mcW Ic¨nÂ tI«p. 
F´v kw`hn¨psh¶v `b¶ tNS¯n AhÄ InS¶ apdn 
bntet¡mSn. AhnsS sN¶t¸mÄ tPmtam³ aocm tamfpsS 
ASp¯p\n¶v AhfpsS Ic¨nÂ Iïv ssIsIm«n Nncn¡p¶p.

    Acniw aq¯ A¶m½t¨S¯n tPmtamsâ XpSbnÂ 
HcSn h¨psImSp¯p.

    AtXmsS tPmtam³ henb hmbnÂ Ic¨nepw _
lfhpambn. Ien XpÅnb Ah³ ssIbnÂ In«nbsXÃmw 
hens¨dnªp.

    AXn\nSbnÂ eqkn  tPmen Ignsª¯n. tPmtamsâ 
Ic¨nÂ tI«v AhÄ HmSnh¶p. Ah³ eqknsb sI«n¸nSn¨p 
Icªp. Ahsâ XpSbnse Nph¶ ssI¸¯n ASbmfw 
eqkn {i²n¨p. AXpIït¸mÄ AhfpsS I®pIÄ Nph¶p.

    eqkn aIsâ ap¶nÂ h¨p {KmâvambpsS t\sc 
IenXpÅn ssI Hm§n.

   "ASnsbSn Fs¶...' IcªpsImïv A¶m½t¨S¯n 
Aedn. "sImsÃs¶...' AhÀ¡v hm¡pIÄ ap«n.

    "Fsâ tams\ Rm\nXp hsc thZ\n¸n¨n«nÃ. Ahs\ 
C\n sXm«mÂ XtÅ \n§sS IcW¡pän Rm³ s]mfn¡pw.'

   "Ip«¸mbnbpw tPmkpw AeIv-kpw Cu ssIbpsS  
NqSv Adnªn«pÅhcmSn.' A¶m½t¨S¯n thZ\tbmsS ]
dªp. "]t£ AXpsImïv AhÀ \¶mbnt«bpÅq. Ah 
cpsS Ip«n¡me¯v Fsâ A½mbnb½ Ahsc ]e XhW 
XÃnbn«psïSo. ]t£ Rm\hsc FXnÀ¯n«nÃ. ImcWw 
AXp ]ntÅcpsS KpW¯n\msW¶v F\n¡dnbmambncp¶p. 
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\o sIm¨ns\ t\dptIÂ tIän s\dnhptISv ImWnt¨mSn. 
FÃmw \o ]ns¶ A\p`hnt¨mfpw.'

    IqSpXÂ ]dbphm³ A¶m½s¨S¯nbv¡v tijnbn 
ÃmXmbn. AhÀ HmSn Xsâ apdnbnÂ Ibdn IXIS¨p. I«n 
enÂ InS¶p AhÀ tX§n¡cªp.

hn§ns¸m«n A¶m½t¨S¯n
 A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw eqknbpw X½nÂ  Dïm¡p¶ 
hg¡pIÄ AeIv-kv Adnbp¶psï¦nepw Ah³ AhbnÂ 
CSs]SmdnÃ. A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v AXnÂ ISp¯ AaÀj 
apïv. hg¡pIfpsS hniZmwi§Ä InS¸dbnÂ sh¨p eqkn 
AeIv-kns\ s]mSn¸pw sXm§epw h¨p [cn¸n¡p¶Xn 
\mÂ Ah³ Xs¶ sXän [cn¡phm³ XpS§nsb¶v tNS 
¯n kwibn¨p. ap³A\p`hw sh¨v AeIv-knt\mSv eqkn 
bpsS Ipäw ]dbmXncn¡pIbmWv DNnXsa¶ \nKa\¯n 
embncp¶p tNS¯n.

    am\knIhnjaw IqSnbtXmsS A¶½t¨S¯n¡v ho 
«ptPmenIfnÂ DÕmlw Ipdªp. eqkn At¸mgpw ho«n 
se ]WnIsfÃmw A½¨nbpsS hIp¸msW¶ `mh¯nem 
Wv. AhfpsS A{]amZnXyhpw Ip¯phm¡pIfpw tNS¯n 
AaÀj¯n\nsS ISn¨aÀ¯n. kam[m\w Imw£n¨v tNS¯n 
\nhr¯nbpsï¦nÂ eqkntbmSv FXncp]dbnÃ. F¶mÂ X 
¶mÂ IgnhXpw klmbn¡phm³ {ian¨ncp¶p.

    Hcp Znhkw AeIv-kpw eqknbpw tPmen¡v t]mbn 
Ignªt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯nbv¡v  Xosc kpJw tXm¶nbnÃ. 
A¶v an¡hmdpw kabw AhÀ I«nenÂ Xs¶ InS¶p. ITn\
amb XethZ\bmWv BZyw A\p`hs¸«Xv. ]n¶oSv Ipfncp 
tXm¶n. ]pX¸p ]pX¨v AhÀ InS¶p. aocm tamÄ¡v `£Ww 
sImSp¡pIbpw Ahsf Dd¡pIbpw sNbvXsXmgn¨v H¶pw 
sN¿m³ tNS¯nbv¡v iàn tXm¶nbnÃ. D¨bv¡v Aev]w 
Blmcw Igns¨¶p hcp¯n.

    eqkn tPmen Ignªv h¶t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
I«nenÂ InS¶p ab§pIbmbncp¶p. ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶v 
t\m¡nbt¸mÄ AhÄ¡v IenbnfIn.
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    A¶m½t¨S¯n InS¡p¶ apdnbpsS hmXnev¡Â 
h¶v AhÄ tZjys¸«p ]dªp: "cmhnse apXepÅ ]mt{Xmw 
IgpIo«nÃ; H¶pw Imem¡o«panÃ. _m¡nbptÅm³ Iã 
s¸«v ]Wapïm¡n hm§nh¨Xv aq¡äw Xnt¶¨v kpJambn 
tIdn InS¡p¶p.'

 "tamsf F\n¡v \Ã kpJanÃ.' A¶m½t¨S¯n hn 
jat¯msS ]dªp.

 "AsX§\m, \n§Ä¡v kpJw hcnI? ]¶osSIq«v 
Xotäw Ddt¡mw Xs¶bmbmÂ Iptd Ignbp¼w AXnepw 
kpJw tXm¶nÃ.' CXv ]dªn«v eqkn t]mbn.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n B InS¸pInS¶p. cm{XnbnÂ AeIv-
kv tPmen Ignªv h¶t¸mÄ A½¨nsb At\zjn¨p. A½¨n 
]Xnhnepw t\cs¯ InSs¶¶v eqkn ]dsª¦nepw Ah³ 
A½¨nbpsS apdnbnte¡v sN¶p.

    eqkntbmSpÅ hntZzjw ]pdsa ImWn¡msX A¶m 
t¨S¯n ]dªp: "F\n¡v \Ã kpJanÃ tamt\. BsI Hcp 
Ipfncpw XethZ\bpw.'

 A½¨nbpsS s\änbnÂ ssI h¨psImïv AeIv-kv ]
dªp: "A½¨n¡v \Ã ]\nbpsï¶v tXm¶p¶tÃm.'

    Ah³ eqknsb hnfn¨p. A½¨n kpJanÃmsX InS 
¶n«v {i²n¡mXncp¶Xn\mÂ Ah³ Ahsf iImcn¨p. AXp 
tI«t¸mÄXs¶ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v Aev]w Bizmkambn.

    t\gv-kv F¶ \nebnÂ ]e D]IcW§fpambn h¶p 
Hcp tUmÎdpsS sshZKv[yw {]ISam¡ns¡mïv eqkn A½ 
¨nbpsS sS¼td¨dpw ]Äkpw {]jdpw s\©nSn¸pw ]cn 
tim[n¨p. Häaqensb¶ \nebnÂ thZ\ Ipdbm\pÅ Smen 
t\mÄ KpfnI \evIn. kmcanÃ F¶v IcpXn Ccps¶¦nepw 
aq¶p Znhkambn«pw AkpJw XoÀ¯p amdmsXbpw hni¸n 
ÃmsXbpambt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p: "Bip]{Xn 
bnÂ H¶v t]mbmtem?'

    At¸mÄ AeIv-kv ]dªp: "ChnsS Bip]{XnIfnÂ 
`b¦c tdäm. AXpsImïv an¡ BfpIÄ¡pw saUn¡Â 
C³jpd³kpïv. A½¨nbv¡v C³jpd³knÃ. AXn\mÂ 
Bip]{XnbnÂ t]mbmÂ h³XpI sImSpt¡ïnhcpw. ChnSw 
sImsïms¡ Ipdbptam¶p t\m¡s«.'

 eqkn Iq«nt¨À¯p: "C³jpd³knÃmsX Bip]{Xo 
t¸m¡p apXemIptIe. Rm³ Xcp¶ KpfnI A§v Ign¡v. 
Xs¶ amdnt¡mfpw.'
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    tNS¯nbpsS AkpJw GXm\pw Znhkw \oïp 
\n¶p. \m«nembncps¶¦nÂ GsX¦nepw Bip]{XnbnÂ t]m 
bn NnInÕn¸n¡mambncp¶p. ChnsS C³jpd³knsÃ¶v ]
dªv Xm³ acn¡m³ XpS§nbmepw ChÀ Bip]{XoÂ sIm 
ïpt]mIpsa¶v tXm¶p¶nÃ. CsXs´mcp IãamsW¶v tN 
S¯n Nn´n¨p.

    A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS ]\n {ItaW amdnsb¦nepw 
XethZ\bpw icoc¯n\p £oWhpw IqsS¡qsS A\p`h 
s¸«ncp¶p. hni¸p hoïpIn«nsb¦nepw `£Ww Ign¡m³ 
tNS¯nbv¡v aSnbmbn. ImcWw R§Ä ]WnXpïm¡p¶ 
sXÃmw A½¨n Xn¶pXoÀ¡p¶psh¶ eqknbpsS {Iqchm 
¡pIÄ AhcpsS a\Êns\ \nc´cw Ae«nbncp¶p.

    BbnsS aebmfnbmb Hcp ImcWhÀ Nn¡mtKmbnÂ 
acn¨p. ihkwkvImc¯nÂ kw_Ôn¡phm³ tPmknsâ 
IqsS A¶m½t¨S¯nbpw t]mbn. acn¨ Bfnsâ ho«nÂ 
sN¶t¸mÄ AhnsS ihanÃ. ]Icw Hcp P·Zn\mtLmj 
¯nsâ {]XoXn. [mcmfw aebmfnIÄ IqSnbn«pïv. Ip«nIÄ 
HmSn¡fn¨p \S¡p¶p; apXnÀ¶hÀ IfnXami]dªncn¡p¶p. 
At\zjn¨t¸mÄ ihw tamÀ¨dnbnÂ kq£n¨ncn¡pIbm 
sW¶pw acn¨ ho«nÂ {]tXyI {]mÀ°\tbm ]m\hmb\
tbm ]XnhnsÃ¶pw Adnªp.

    arXkwkv-ImcIÀ½§Ä Bcw`n¡phm³ kabamb 
t¸mÄ tamÀ¨dn¡mÀ ihw IrXykab¯p ]ÅnbnÂ sIm 
ïph¶p. aebmfw IpÀ_m\bv¡v tijw FÃmhcpw ImdpI 
fnÂ Ibdn ]¯pssaÂ ZqscbpÅ iht¡m«bnte¡v t]mbn.  
s]meokv \nb{´W¯nÂ ImdpIsfÃmw slUv-sseäv sXfn v̈  
\nc\ncbmbn aµwaµw HgpIn. tamÀ¨dn¡mcpsS hml\¯nÂ 
ihw skant¯cnbnse¯n. \m«pImc\¨³ aebmf¯nÂ 
{]mÀ°\ sNmÃn. ihw ]n¶oSv skant¯cn tPmen¡mÀ 
b{´klmbt¯msS IpgnbnÂ Cd¡ns¡mÅpsa¶v ]dªv 
ihs¸«n IpgnbcpInÂ h¨n«v FÃmhcpw ]ncnªp.

    tPmkv A¶m½t¨S¯nsb B iht¡m«bpsS {]
[m\ `mK§sfÃmw ImWn¨p. Atacn¡¡mcpsS ho«papäw  
t]mse Xs¶ ]pÃp h¨p]nSn¸n¨v \nXyhpw b{´klmb 
t¯msS ]pÃpsh«n ]¨sa¯t]mse InS¡p¶ hnimeam 
sbmcp Ip¶n³]pdw. acn¨hcpsS t]cpIÄ BteJ\w sNbvX 
sNdnb ineIÄ Hmtcmcp¯s\bpw AS¡nbnS¯p \ne¯v 
h¨ncn¡p¶p. ]e IpgnamS§fnepw BfpIÄ ]qs¨ïpIÄ 
h¨p {]mÀ°n¡p¶p. Nne `mK§fnÂ at\mlcamb ]qs¨ 
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SnIÄ h¨p]nSn¸n¨ncn¡p¶p. hnimehpw at\mlchpamb B 
skant¯cn IïmÂ Hcp ]mÀ¡msWt¶ Hä t\m«¯nÂ 
tXm¶q.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v B iht¡m« \t¶ Cãs¸«p. 
F¦nepw AhÀ tPmknt\mSv Hcp kwibw tNmZn¨p: "At¸mÄ 
ChnsSbpw a\pjysc a®nÂ¯s¶bmWtÃ AS¡p¶Xv. 
\½psS \m«nset¸mse thmÄ«nsâ ]cnjv-Imcw ChnsS B 
bntÃ?'

    tPmkv ]dªp: "Cu skant¯cnbpsS Nm¸enÂ 
thmÄ«pïv. AXn\p henb \nc¡mWv. "a\pjym \o a®m 
Ip¶p. a®nte¡pXs¶ aS§pw' F¶tÃ ss__nfnÂ ]d 
bp¶Xv. AXn\mÂ ChnsSbpw `qcn]£wt]cpw thmÄ«nen 
cp¶p DW§m\Ã a®nÂ AenªptNcm\mWv Cãs¸Sp¶Xv.'

    AXp icnbmsW¶v A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v tXm¶n. A 
hÀ ]dªp: "GXmbmepw Rm³ acn¡p¼w Fsâ `À¯m 
hns\ AS¡nb Ipgnbv¡Sp¯v Fs¶bpw AS¡nbmÂ aXn.'

    ImdnÂ aS§pt¼mÄ tPmkp ]dªp: "ChnsS acn¨S 
¡n\p ̀ b¦c Nnehm. tamÀ¨dn¡mÀ¡pw ]Ån¡pw skant¯ 
cn¡pw s]«n¡pambn h³ XpI sImSp¡Ww.'

 "CsXt´m¶p acn¨S¡m?' A¶m½t¨S¯n {]XnI 
cn¨p. "htÃmtWmw \m«nÂ sN¶n«v acn¨mÂ aXnbmbncp¶p.'

    Atacn¡bnÂ \S¡p¶ Hmtcm kw`hhpw \m«nte¡v 
aS§Wsa¶ A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS B{Kls¯ hÀ²n¸n 
¨psImïncp¶p. eqknbpambpÅ AIÂ¨ hÀ²n¨tXmsS 
AeIv-kpw eqknbpw ho«nenÃm¯ t\cwt\m¡n A¶m½ 
t¨S¯n AXnt\mSIw Iïp]nSn¨ \yqtbmÀ¡nepÅ Xsâ 
\m«pImcn timim½sb t^mWnÂ hnfn¡pw. cïpt]cpw 
X½nÂ hfsct\cw kzImcyambn ]dbpw. IqSpXÂ kabhpw 
X§fpsS {]bmk§fmWp ]¦pshbv¡pI. A§s\ t^m 
WneqsS AhÀ IqSpXÂ ASp¯p. timim½bpambn Zp:J 
§Ä ]¦pshbv¡pt¼mÄ tNS¯nbv¡v am\knI t¢iw Ipd 
bp¶Xmbn tXm¶n.

    Hcp Znhkw A½¨nbpsS tIÄt¡ AeIv-kv tZjy 
s¸«v eqkntbmSp tNmZn¨p: "BcmWnhnsS tdäv IqSpXepÅ 
]IÂ kab¯v \yqtbmÀ¡n\v t^m¬hnfn¨v aWn¡qdpIÄ 
kwkmcn¡p¶Xv? tZsï `b¦c _nÃp h¶ncn¡p¶p.'

  "Rm\Ã.' eqkn ]dªp. "A½¨n Iq«pImcnsb hnfn¨v 
a¡sS Ipäw ]dªp tIÄ¸n¡p¶Xmbncn¡pw.'





114

A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

    A½¨nbpsS t^m¬hnfn¡v AeIv-kv \nb{´Ww 
h¨p. Ahsâ \nÀt±i§Ä tI«t¸mÄ Xsâ t^m¬hnfn¡p 
A{X Nnehv hcpsa¶v AdnhnÃmbncp¶ B amXrlrZbw 
thZ\n¨p. C\n taenÂ Xm³ Bscbpw t^mWnÂ hnfn¡n 
sÃ¶v AhÀ a\ÊnÂ i]Yw sNbvXp.

    Hcp Znhkw aebmfw IpÀ_m\bnÂ kw_Ôn¨p 
aS§pwhgn ImtdmSn¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ AeIv-kv tNmZn¨p: "A 
½¨o, Cs¶t´ A¨³ \m«nÂ \n¶ph¶ ImcWh·mcpsS 
{]iv-\§sf¡pdn¨pw BWp§fpsS No«pIfnsb¡pdn¨psam 
s¡ Du¶n {]kwKn¨Xv?'

  "AsX\n¡dnbmtam? A¯cw {]iv\§Ä ChnsS 
Dïmbn«mbncn¡pw.' H¶pw Adnbm¯ a«nÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
adp]Sn sImSp¯p.

  "AsXms¡ ChnsS Dsï¶v A¨s\§\m Adnbp 
¶Xv?' eqknbpsS ]cpjamb tNmZyw.

    A½¨n¡v Acniambn. "AXdnbWsa¦nÂ t]mbn 
A¨t\mSv tNmZn¡v. sÈSm, At§cpw Cu temI¯netÃ 
Pohn¡p¶Xv?'

    AeIv-kv ]dªp: "A½¨o, A¨\nt¸mÄ A{Xbpw 
]dbWsa¦nÂ Bsc¦nepsams¡ A¨t\mSv hnjtamw ] 
cmXow ]dªpImWpw... A½¨n Cu hnjb§Ä A¨t\mSv 
kwkmcn¨n«ntÃ?'

 "CsÃ¶p Rm³ IÅw ]dbp¶nÃ. hnjaw h¶mÂ 
A¨t\msSms¡sbm¶p ]dªmÂ sXsÃmcmizmkw In«pw. 
]t£ C¶p Rm³ C¡mcysam¶pw A¨\pambn kwkm 
cn¨nÃ.'

 eqkn ]dªp: "A¨³ {]kwKnt¨mïncp¶t¸mÄ 
a\pjycpsS Hs¡ AÀ°w h¨pÅ t\m«w AeIv-knsâbpw 
Fsâbpw apJt¯¡mbncp¶p. CXnÂ¸cw Hcp \mWt¡ 
Sptïm?'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n tZjyt¯msS ]dªp: "FSo aª 
¸n¯aptÅmcp t\m¡p¶sXÃmw aªn¨ncn¡psa¶p ]td 
¶Xpt]mem \n§Ä¡p tXm¶nbXv. A¨³ ]dªXv \ 
½psS am{Xw {]iv\aÃ; FÃmhcptSXpamWv. Fs¶t¸mse 
hnjan¡p¶ F{X XÅamcpïv Cu Atacn¡bnÂ. Ahcp 
sS IZ\IYIfmWv A¨³ ]dªXv. AeIvkv am{Xam 
tWm Nn¡mtKmbnÂ No«pIfn¡p¶Xv? Ahsâ IqsS Ifn¡p 
¶hscÃmw A¨sâ hnaÀi\¯nÂ DÄs¸SntÃ?'



115

G{_lmw apt¯me¯v

 eqkn XpSÀ¶p: "A½¨n A¨t\mSp am{XaÃ, Nn¡m 
tKmbnepÅ an¡ XÅamcp hgow \½psS Ipäw ]dªp ]c 
¯p¶pïv. ]ecptSw kwkmc¯nÂ AXp [z\n¡p¶pïv.'

 Acniw aq¯ A¶m½t¨S¯n Xncn¨Sn¨p. "Rm³ 
]td¶psï¦nte AsXsâ hnjaw DÅnÂ \ndªp Ihn 
ªn«m.'

 "aXn, aXn! C\n Bcpw A[nIsam¶pw ]dbï.' NÀ¨ 
Ahkm\n¸n¡m³ {ian¨psImïv AeIv-kv ]dªp.

    "AÃ, F\ns¡mcp Imcyw IqSn ]dbm\pïv.' A¶m 
½t¨S¯n Ibdn¸dªp. "Rm\nhnsS h¶Xv eqknsb {]
khIme¯v klmbn¡m\mbncp¶p. C¶n¸w Rms\mcp A[n 
I¸äm; \n§Ä¡p ieyhpam. Fs¶ F{Xbpw thKw \m«n 
te¡v Ab¡Ww.'

 DSs\ eqkn NmSn¸dªp: "s]mt¡m, ChnsS ASn 
ªpIqSn InS¡Wsa¶v Bcpw ]dbp¶nÃtÃm.'

 "FSo... \mhS¡So.' AeIv-kv tZjys¸«p ]dªp.

hmt¡ä¯nÂ\n¶p It¿ä¯nte¡v
    A¶m½t¨S¯n \m«nÂ t]mIWsa¶v \nÀ_Ôw  
]nSn¡mdpsï¦nepw AeIv-kv AX{X Imcyambn FSp¯nÃ. 
A½¨n \m«nÂ \n¶p h¶n«v ap³\nÝb¯n\p hncp²ambn 
t\cs¯ t]mbmÂ Atacn¡bnepw \m«nepapÅ ]cnNnXÀ 
F´phnNmcn¡pw. C¯cw Imcy§fnÂ ho«pImtc¡mÄ 
\m«pImÀ¡mWtÃm Xmev]cyw! am{XaÃ, eqknbpsS {]khw 
kw_Ôn¨p Xnc¡mbncp¶Xn\mÂ A½¨nsb Atacn¡ 
bpsS ]e `mK§fpw, Nn¡mtKmbnÂ t]mepw, icn¡v ImWn 
¡phm³ km[n¨nÃ. AXn\mÂ Iptd\mÄ¡qSn A½¨nsb 
Xsâbpw tPmkptN«sâbpw hoSpIfnembn Xmakn¸n¨v ku 
Icyw t]mse Øe§Ä ImWn¨phnSmsa¶mWv Ah³ 
Nn´n¨Xv.

    Hcp Znhkw ]Xnhpt]se AeIv-kv tPmen¡v t]mIp 
hm³ cmhnse Fgpt¶äv Hcp§n. shfp¸ns\ Fgpt¶Â¡pI 
]XnhpÅ A¶m½t¨S¯n {]`mX {]mÀ°\IÄ sNmÃnb 
tijw ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶v AeIvkn\v Im¸n X¿mdm¡n 
s¡mSp¯p.



116

A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnÂ

    AhnsS ]pXpXmbn hm§nh¨ncp¶ GtXm ]elmcw 
A¶m½t¨S¯n AeIv-kns\ ImWn¨t¸mÄ AXpw Ah³ 
hm§n Ign¨tijw tPmen¡v t]mbn. Aev]w Ignªt¸mÄ 
eqkn Dd¡apWÀ¶p. AhÄ tPmtams\ hnfns¨gpt¶Â¸n¨v 
kvIqfnÂ t]mIms\mcp¡n. ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶v Aeamc 
Xpd¶p t\m¡nbtijw AhÄ A½¨nsb tZjyt¯msS 
hnfn¨p. F´mWp kw`hn¡p¶sX¶ AÛpXt¯msS tN 
S¯n ASp¡fbnte¡v sN¶p.

  "tPmtam\v kv-IqfnÂ t]mIp¼w sImSp¯phnSm³ Rm 
³ {]tXyIw hm§nh¨ Ip¡okv (_nkv-¡äv) Bcm FSp¯p 
Xn¶Xv?' AhÄ tZjyt¯msS tNmZyw sN¿m³ Bcw`n¨p.

  "Fsâ tamtf, F\n¡dnªqSm. Rm\§\t¯ 
sXm¶pw Xn¶mdnÃ.'

  "F¶mÂ AsXm¶dnbWatÃm?' F¶p ]dªpsIm 
ïv eqkn ASp¡fbnse NhäpIp«bnÂ t\m¡n. AXn\I 
¯p InS¡p¶ kzÀ®hÀ®apÅ sNdnsbmcp IqSv Ien 
XpÅns¡mïv AhÄ FSp¯pbÀ¯n¸nSn¨psImïv KÀÖn 
¨p: "XtÅ... Zm \n§fp I«p Xn¶Xv sXmïn klnXw sXfn 
ªncn¡p¶p.'

 "Hm... AXmtWm Imcyw.' A¶m½t¨S¯n Bizm 
kt¯msS ]dªp: "AtX... AeIv-kv AÂ]w ap¼v tPmen¡p 
t]mImt¶c¯v Ign¨p.'

   "At¿m... \n§sf§s\ CXpt]mse IÅw ]dbpw? 
AeIv-kv Hcn¡epw C¯cw km[\saSp¯v Xn¶nÃ.' eqkn 
]Ãndp½n XpSÀ¶p: "I«papSn¡m³ Xs¶ IqSocn¡m Hmtcm¶v. 
Rm\n\n sIm¨ns\´p sImSp¯p hnSpw? Ah\mtW asäm 
¶pw Xn¶ptIem.'

    "I«papSn¡m³' F¶ ]Z{]tbmKw A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v 
kln¨nÃ. AhÀ Acnit¯msS eqkntbmSp ]dªp: 
"I«papSn¡p¶tX... \nsâ IpSpw_¡mcmbncn¡pw. R§fp Xd 
hm«nÂ ]ndt¶mcm...'

  "\n§sS XdhmSnsâ alXzsam¶pw F\n¡dnbm¯ 
t]mse! F¶m \n§fo XdhmSnbmbXv? \m«nÂ a¯ow hnäp 
\S¶XtÃ \n§sS B{¼t¶m³? t\gv-kpamsc sI«n a¡Ä 
Atacnt¡ h¶t¸m Kabmbn, XdhmSpambn!'

 "F¶m ]ns¶ F´n\mSo B a¯n¡t¨mS¡mcsâ 
aIs\ IeymWw Ign¡m³ \o k½Xnt¨?' BtcmsS¶n 
ÃmsX Acnit¯msS A¶m½t¨S¯n XpSÀ¶p: "IeymWam 
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temNn¨¸tg Rm³ ]dªXm, Indp¡p ]nSn¨ IpSpw_ 
¡mcm¶v. AsX§\m, Rm³ ]dªm tI¡pthm... F¶n«n 
¸w Zm A\p`hn¡p¶p... Hcp¯³ \S¡phm ChfpsS ASna 
bmbn«v.'

    AXptI«t¸mÄ Xsâ A`nam\w XIcp¶Xmbn eq 
kn¡v tXm¶n. "Indp¡ptïm¶p Rm³ ImWn¡m'sa¶p ]
dªv AhÄ CcpIc§fpw Npcp«n CSn¡m³ X¿mdmbn A 
¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS ASpt¯¡v ]mªp.

    hn«psImSp¡m³ X¿mdsÃ¶ `mh¯nÂ A¶m½t¨ 
S¯nbpw Hcp aÂ]nSp¯¯n\p Xbmdmbn. eqknbpsS Npcp 
«n¸nSn¨ ssIIfnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n IS¶p]nSn¨n«v Aedn: 
"AÊt¯, \o Fs¶ It¿äw sN¿mdmtbmSo?'

    Ccphcpw At§m«pant§m«pw XÅn. aÂ]nSp¯¯nÂ 
eqkn A½¨nsb ]pdtIm«p XÅn skänbnÂ hogn¨v apJw 
s]m¯n Hcp XÅpsImSp¯p. tNS¯n apJw Xncp½n tIm]n 
¨phndªv Fgpt¶ät¸mtg¡pw eqkn AhfpsS apdnbnÂ 
Ibdn IXIS¨p.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n t\m¡pt¼mÄ tPmtam³ Cu cwKw 
IïpsImïv ssIsIm«nNncn¡p¶p. ]cnlkn¨psImïv A 
h³ ]dbpIbmWv: "lm¿v... {Kmâvam s^bnÂUv... {Kmâvam 
s^bnÂUv!'

 Xsâ A´Êpw A`nam\hpw IfªpIpfn¨Xpt]m 
se tXm¶n A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v. F´p sN¿Wsa¶dnbmsX 
AhÀ AeIv-knsâ Hm^okv apdnbntet¡mSn. Ahs\ DSs\ 
hnfn¨p Xsâ k¦Sw ]dbWsa¶v B{Klns¨¦nepw Ahsâ 
tPmen Øes¯ \¼À tNS¯n¡v \nÝbanÃmbncp¶p.

    tNS¯n t^msWSp¯v tPmkns\ hnfn¨p. X¦½ 
bmWv t^msWSp¯Xv. Ahfpw tPmkpw \Ã Dd¡¯nembn 
cp¶p. cmhnse t^mWneqsS hnfn¨pWÀ¯nbXv AhÄ¡v 
CãambnÃ. sXÃp tZjyt¯msS AhÄ ]dªp: "tPmkv Dd 
§pIm. cm{Xn tPmen sNbvXp h¶XtÃ. Iptd¡gnªv A 
t§m«p hnfn¡m³ ]dbmw.'

    At¸mtg¡pw kwkmcw tI«v tPmkv I®pXncp½n 
Fgpt¶äp.

    "HcXymhiyImcyw ]dbm\m. tPmkns\ hnfn¡v.'

 A¶m½t¨S¯n hnImc`cnXbmbn ]dbp¶Xv tI« 
t¸mÄ X¦½ t^m¬ s]m¯n¸nSn¨psImïp tPmknt\mSp  
]dªp: "Ft´m ]´ntISpïv, t]mbn atä t^msWSp¡v.'
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    tPmkv ASp¯ apdnbnÂt]mbn A½¨nbpambn kwkm 
cn¨p. cmhnse eqknbpambpïmb hg¡v A¶m½t¨S¯n 
hnImc`cnXbmbn tPmknt\mSp hnhcn¨p. X\n¡pSs\ tPm 
knsâ ho«nte¡v hcWsa¶mbn tNS¯n. AXn\v tPmkv 
At§m«p sNÃWsa¶v  AhÀ \nÀ_Ôn¨p.

    tPmkv BtemNn¨n«p ]dªp: "Rm\pSs\ A§p 
h¶v A½¨nsb sImïpt]mcp¶Xv icnbÃ. AXp]ns¶ Rm 
\pw AeIv-kpw X½nÂ hg¡n\nSbm¡pw. Hcp Imcyw sN 
¿mw. Rm³ AeIv-kns\ hnfn¨v C¡mcyw kwkmcn¡mw. 
F¶n«v thïsX´m¶mÂ sN¿mw. AXphsc C\nbpw hg 
¡pïmImsX t\m¡Ww.'

  t^mWneqsS tPmknsâbpw A¶m½t¨S¯nbp 
sSbpw kwkmcw {ihn¨ X¦½, tPmkv XncnsI InS¸papdn 
bnÂ h¶t¸mÄ tNmZn¨p: "A½¨nsb C\n \cIw Ie¡m³ 
Ct§m«pIqSn sImïphctWm?'

 "C\n \obpw XpS§nt¡m... anïnt¸mIcpXv.' tPmkn\v 
Acniambn. "\n§Ä¡v A[nI{]kwKw Iptd IqSp¶pïv.'

 tPmknt\mSv At¸mÄ kwkmcn¡p¶Xv ]´nbsÃ¶v 
Iïv X¦½ XÂ¡mew \mhS¡n.

    A¶m½t¨S¯n t^m¬ sNbvXtijw XncnsI 
h¶t¸mÄ eqkn tPmtams\bpw Iq«n kv-IqfnÂ t]mbn¡ 
gnªp. Aev]w Ignªv AhÄ aS§nh¶p. A¶p eqkn¡v 
tPmenbnÃmbncp¶p. AhÄ¡pw A½¨n¡pw A¶p hnit¸ 
A\p`hs¸«nÃ. IS¶Â Ip¯nbXpt]mepÅ apJ`mhhpambn 
]ckv]cw anïmsX Ccphcpw AhcpsS apdnIÄ¡pÅnÂ  
]IÂ apgph³ Ign¨pIq«n. F¦nepw XpSÀ¶p hg¡nSmXncn 
¡m³ Ccphcpw {i²n¨p.

    D¨Ignªp £oWw hÀ²n¨t¸mÄ tNS¯n Xsâ 
apdnbnÂ InS¶p. H¶pab§n Fgpt¶ät¸mÄ Btcm kwkm 
cn¡p¶ iÐw tI«p.

    {i²n¨t¸mÄ eqkn t^mWneqsS ]dbp¶XmsW¶v 
tNS¯n¡v a\Ênembn. tNS¯n ]Xnsb \S¶v ASp¯ 
apdnbnepÅ t^m¬ FSp¯v kwkmcw {ihn¨p. X¦½bpw 
eqknbpw X½nÂ Xs¶¡pdn¨pÅ Ipä§fmWv hnhcn¡p¶Xv. 
AhÀ Ccphcpw Xs¶¡pdn¨p Zpjn¨p kwkmcn¡p¶Xp tI« 
t¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v lrZbw XIcp¶Xmbn tXm¶n. 
t^m¬ sasÃ Xmsg h¨n«v AhÀ Xsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn 
InS¶v apJw s]m¯n¡cªp. acptamsf klmbn¡m³ 
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h¶n«v X\n¡nXmWtÃm A\p`hsat¶mÀ¯v AhÀ¡p Ic 
¨neS¡m³ IgnªnÃ.

    tPmen Ignªv AeIv-kv ]XnhnÂ Aev]w t\cs¯ 
h¶p. Ah³ t]mbXv t\sc A½¨nbpsS apdnbnte¡mWv. 
AeIv-kns\ Iït¸mÄ H¶pw kwkmcn¡m³ IgnbmsX 
A½¨n apJws]m¯n Icªp. AXp Iït¸mÄ AeIv-kn\p 
kln¡m³ IgnªnÃ. tPmkneqsS Ah³ hnhcsaÃmw 
Adnªncp¶p.

    AeIv-kv AhnsS \n¶v Sn.hn.bpsS ap¼nÂ Ae£y 
ambncn¡p¶ eqknbpsS ASpt¯¡v ]mªp. Ah³ H¶pw 
tNmZn¨nÃ; eqknbpsS IcW¡pän Ibän HäbSn h¨psIm 
Sp¯p.

    eqknbpsS I®pIfneqsS Xos¸mcn ]mdn. AeIvkv 
hoïpw ASn¡m³ ssI Hm§n.

    AhÄ NmSnsbgpt¶äv Aedn: "sXm«pt]mIcpsXs¶... 
`mcysb ASn¡p¶Xv anSp¡msW¶mbncn¡pw hnNmcw. A[n 
Iw Ifn¨m Rm³ t]meokns\ hnfn¡pw.' AhÄ `ojWn 
s¸Sp¯n.

    tPmen Ignªv £oWn¨p h¶ AeIv-kv H¶pw Ign 
¡msX {]iv-\§Ä¡v F´psN¿Wsa¶dnbmsX A¸mÀ«v-
saâp hn«nd§n.

    eqknsb Hcn¡epw tZtlm]{ZhtaÂ¸n¡nsÃ¶p hn 
hmlZnhkw Ah³ \nÝb¨ncp¶XmWv. Ahsf XÃnb 
Xnepw A½¨nsb \m«nÂ \n¶p hnfn¨phcp¯n thZ\n¸n 
¨Xnepw Ah\p hnjaambn.

C\n Rm\m kzÀ¤¯nte¡nÃ!
    AeIv-kv t\sc t]mbXv tPmknsâ ho«nte¡mWv. 
tPmkpw X¦½bpambn AeIv-kv {]iv-\w Kuchambn NÀ¨ 
sNbvXp.

    At¸mÄ X¦½ \nÀt±in¨p: "IqSpXÂ Atemly¯n 
\nS sImSp¡msX \m«nÂt¸mIp¶ BcpsSsb¦nepw IqsS  
\ÃXp ]dªv A½¨nsb A§v Abt¨cv.'

    AXp \ÃXmsW¶v tPmkn\pw AeIv-kn\pw tXm¶n 
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bXn\mÂ B A`n{]mbw Xocpam\hpambn.

    AhÀ A½¨n¡v Hcp Iq«n\v \m«nÂ t]mIp¶hsc 
Xnc¡n. ]ecpw Ah[n¡v \m«nÂ t]mIp¶psï¦nepw FÃm 
hcpw tNS¯nsb IqsS sImïpt]mIp¶XnÂ\n¶v HgnI 
gnhp ]dªncp¶p. HSphnÂ AbÂ\m«pImcmb Z¼XnIsf 
Iq«n\p In«nbt¸mÄ FÃmhÀ¡pw Bizmkambn.

    Xm³ aS§p¶ hnhcw tNS¯n \m«nte¡v FgpXn 
Adnbn¨p. Hcp hÀjw Atacn¡bnÂ Xmakn¡Wsa¶v Dt± 
in¨mWv Xm³ h¶sX¦nepw \m«nepÅhsc ]ncnªv AI¶p 
Pohn¡p¶XnepÅ hnjaw sImïmWv DSs\ XncnsI t]m 
cp¶sX¶pw I¯nÂ {]tXyIw FgpXn.

    C\nbpw Atacn¡bnÂ Xmakn¡p¶ Npcp§nb Znh 
k§fnÂ X½nÂ¯Ãn Atemlyapïm¡mXncn¡m³ A½¨n 
tbbpw `mcyamtcbpw tPmkpw AeIv-kpw D]tZin¨p. AXm 
Wp ]´nsb¶v A½¨n¡pw acpa¡Ä¡pw tXm¶n.

   "A½¨n \m«nÂ t]mIp¶ Imcyw Ct¸mÄ aämcpw 
Adnbï.' AeIv-kv D]tiZn¨p.

   "AsX´mSm A§s\?' A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v kwibw.

  "Ct¸mtg FÃmhtcmSpw ]dªmÂ \m«nÂ sImSp¯p 
hnSm\pÅ s]mXnIÄ C§p {]hln¡pw. A½¨n \m«nÂ  
\n¶p t]m¶t¸mÄ sImïph¶Xpt]mse Xs¶ XncnsI t]m 
Ipt¼m hÃhtâw hne IpdªXpw `mctadnbXpamb `m 
Þ§Ä sI«nhent¡ïnhcpw.'

   "AXpt\cm.' tNS¯n icnh¨p.

    NhäpsIm«bnÂ Xm³ ]et¸mgmbn tiJcn¨v Aaqey 
\n[nbmbn kq£n¨ ]eXpw Ip«¸mbn¡pw s]¬a¡Ä¡pw 
thïn \m«nte¡p t]mIp¶hcpsS I¿nÂ sImSp¯phnSm³ 
tNS¯n ]e {]mhiyw {ian¨XmWv. ]t£ Ahscms¡ t]m 
hpImsW¶p ]dbp¶Xnsâ IqsS Xe¡mSp sh«pw: "Fsâ 
s]«oÂ CSbnÃ tIt«m; hÃ Fgpt¯m atäm DtïÂ Xt¶¡v.'

 AXn\mÂ Xm³ aS§pt¼mÄ BcpsSbpw s]mXn 
sImïpt]mInsÃ¶p tNS¯n ap³Iq«n Xocpam\n¨ncp¶p. 
\m«nte¡v aS§m\pÅ ZnhkaSp¯t¸mÄ tNS¯n AeIv-
knt\mSp tNmZn¨p: "tamt\, Rm³ t]mIpt¼mÄ sImïp 
t]mIm³ Iptd km[\§Ä hm§tï? I¿pw hoin \m«n 
tem«p sNÃms\m¡ptam? FÃmhÀ¡pw Ft´epsams¡ sIm 
Sp¡tï?'

 "[rXn h¡mX½¨o, AXns\ms¡ Rm³ ]Wn Iïn 
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«pïv. hcp¶ RmbdmgvN A½¨nbpsS _lpam\mÀ°w Hcp 
hncp¶p \S¯m³ Rm³ Xocpam\n¨ncn¡bm. A¸mÀ«psa 
ânÂ AkuIcyambXn\mÂ tPmkptN«sâ ho«nemWp \S 
¯p¶Xv.'

 "At¸mÄ Rm³ \m«nÂ t]mIphmsW¶p a\pjysc 
Ãmw AdnbntÃ?' A¶m½t¨S¯nbpsS ]Xnhp kwibw.

   "Hm... CXp sktâm^Ã; A½¨nbpsS jjvTn]qÀ¯n 
bmtLmjw.'

  "Fsâ Adp]Xmw P·Zn\¯n\v C\nbpapïtÃmSm 
cïpamkw IqSn.'

 "AsXm¶pw ChnsS aämcpw Adnbï. kuIcymÀ°w 
\½Ä Aev]w t\cs¯ BtLmjn¡p¶psh¶p IW¡m 
¡nbmÂ aXn.'

 Xm³ t]mImdmbt¸msg¦nepw \m«pImsc hnfn¨v 
Xs¶ _lpam\n¡p¶XnÂ tNS¯n¡v kt´mjambn.

    \m«nte¡v sImïpsNtÃï km[\§fpsS \oï 
enÌpambn Ip«n¸mbnbpsS I¯v hs¶¦nepw AeIv-kv AXp 
hmbn¨tijw A½¨nsb Adnbn¡msX Iodn¡fªp.

    jjvTn]qÀ¯nbmtLmjw tamSnbmbn \S¶p. [mcmfw 
aebmfnIÄ; AXnÂ kw_Ôn¨p h¶hscÃmw Hmtcm  
s]mXntbm Ihtdm k½m\ambn tNS¯n¡v \evIn. \hh[p 
hns\t¸mse FÃmw kzoIcn¨psImïv tNS¯n \µn ]dªp.

    kZy Ignªv FÃmhcpw ]ncnªt¸mÄ AeIv-kv 
A½¨ntbmSp tNmZn¨p: "F´m A½¨o, R§sS hnZy ^ 
ent¨m?'

  "F´m a¡sf \n§sS hnZy?' A¶m½t¨S¯n¡v ho 
ïpw kwibw.

    tPmkv hniZoIcn¨p: "A½¨n¡v \m«nÂ sImïpt]m 
Im³ ssI \ndsb ]Whpw s]«nIÄ \ndsb km[\§fpw 
In«nbntÃ?'

 A¶m½t¨S¯n Nncn¨psImïp ]dªp. "FtâSm,  
\n§sS Hc]mc _p²n!'

    \m«nte¡p aS§p¶Xn\p \mep Znhkw ap¼v 
tPmknsâ £W{]Imcw tNS¯n Ahsâ ho«nte¡v Xma 
kw amän. Hcp Znhkw X¦½tbbpw Iq«n A¶m½t¨S¯n 
ISbnÂ t]mbn. X\n¡v k½m\ambn In«nb XpIbnÂ \n¶v 
Aev]w ]Ww apS¡n ]Ån¡v CeIv-t{SmWnIv lmÀtamWn 
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bhpw knkv-tägv-kn\v knÂ¡p ]qhpw hm§n.

    k½m\ambn e`n¨ km[\§Ä s]«nIfnÂ ASp¡n 
hbv¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ X¦½ tNmZn¨p. "A½¨n ]ïv FSp¯p 
h¨ Ft®w Ipg¼pw s]«oÂ hbv¡t«?'

 A¶m½t¨S¯n aµlmkt¯msS ]dªp: "AsXm 
s¡ C\n BÀ¡pthWw X¦t½? AX§p Iftªsc. Rm³ 
jm¼qw IïojWdpw ioen¨pt]mbn.'

    Atacn¡bnÂ h¶tijapÅ \mep amk¯n\p 
ÅnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯nbnÂ ]e amä§Ä h¶ncp¶p. B 
Zyw aSnbmbncps¶¦nepw \c¨apSn AhÀ acp¶p ]pc«n Idp 
¸n¡m³ XpS§n. Cw¥ojnÂ GXm\pw hm¡pIÄ am{Xw 
Adnbmambncp¶ tNS¯n C¶v tPmtams\t¸mse ]qÀ® 
hmNI§fnÂ kwkmcn¡pw. h¶ Ime¯v cïv skzäsd 
¦nepw apdn¡pÅnÂ tNS¯n [cn¨ncps¶¦nÂ C¶hÀ¡v 
shfnbnÂ Cd§pt¼mtg skzäÀ BhiyapÅq.

    s]«nIÄ \ndªt¸mÄ X¦½ ]dªp: "A½¨osS 
apïpw Nt«w IhWow hbv¡m³ CSanÃtÃm?'

    "Hm... Ahsbm¶pw thï X¦t½. Rm³ C\n km 
cnbtÃ Npäpt¶.' A½¨nbnse amäw X¦½bv¡v t]mepw 
hnkvabambn. AhÄ ]co£WmÀ°w ]dªp: "t]mImdm 
bntÃ; C\n thtWÂ IpWp¡p [cnt¨m.'

 "Ah cïpw Rm³ t]gvknÂ h¨p. C\nbmÀ¡m 
IpWp¡v! Ch \m«nÂ sImïpt]mbn s]«oÂ ht¨¡mw. 
Rm³ NmIp¼w Ip«¸mbn¡pÅ AhImiam.'

    Atacn¡bnÂ h¶Xnt\¡mÄ Gsd {]mbIpdhp 
tXm¶n¡p¶ A¶m½t¨S¯n Atacn¡bnepÅ a¡tfmSp 
bm{X ]dªv klbm{XnItcmSp IqSn hnam\¯nÂ Ibdn. 
hnam\w ]d¶pbÀ¶t¸mÄ \m«nepÅ a¡sf ImWm\pÅ 
BImw£tbmsS tNS¯nbpsS a\Êpw ]d¶pbÀ¶p. F 
{Xbpw thKw \m«nse¯m³ AhÀ¡v XnSp¡ambncp¶p.

    t_mws_bnÂ sNÃp¶Xphsc bm{Xbv¡v _p²nap 
«pïmbnÃ. IÌwknepw Imcyamb hnjaanÃmbncp¶p. F 
¶mÂ sUmaÌnIv FbÀt]mÀ«nÂ h¶t¸mÄ tNS¯n¡pw 
IqsSbpÅhÀ¡pw Sn¡änÂ \nÝbn¨psImSp¯ncp¶ ^v- 
ssfäv d±m¡nbncn¡p¶p. ASp¯ ^v-ssfän\v hÃm¯ Xn 
c¡v. FbÀt]mÀ«nse DtZymKØ·mcpsS ssIImepIÄ ]n 
Sn¨pw ssIaS¡p sImSp¯pw tNS¯nbpw IqsSh¶hcpw 
ASp¯ ^v-ssfänÂ kosäm¸n¨p.
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    sIm¨n hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ h¶t¸mÄ Xs¶ kzoI 
cn¡m³ Bsc¦nepw h¶n«ptïm F¶dnbm³ A¶m½t¨ 
S¯n F¯nhenªp t\m¡ns¡mïncp¶p. Ip«¸mbnbpw s] 
¬a¡fpw AhcpsS IpSpw_mwK§fpw knÌÀ aocbpw Ø 
e¯pïmbncp¶p. Ahsc Iït¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS kt´m 
j¯n\v AXncnÃmXmbn. Ip«¸mbnbpw sIm¨pa¡fpw A½¨n 
bpsS s]«nIÄ Gäphm§phm³ klmbn¨p. At¸mgmWv Hcp 
Imcyw {i²n¨Xv: Hcp s]«nbpsS aqSv Btcm Iodnbncn¡p¶p. 
AXnsâ L\w Ipdªn«pïv. tNS¯n sImïph¶ ]e 
km[\§fpw B s]«nbnÂ \n¶v Bcm tamãn¨n«psï¶p 
hyàambn.

    GXmbmepw DÅ km[\§Ä F{Xbpw thKw ho«nÂ 
F¯n¡Wsa¶ Dt±iyt¯msS FÃmhcpw tNÀ¶v Ip«¸mbn 
]nSn¨psImïph¶ hm\nte¡v s]«nIfpw _mKpIfpw Ibän.

    AXn\nSbnÂ tNS¯nsb kzoIcn¡phm³ h¶hÀ 
aÕc_p²ntbmsS tNS¯nsb sI«n¸nSn¨v D½ sImSp¡p 
Ibpw t£amt\zjWw \S¯pIbpw sNbvXp sImïncp¶p. 
B§f Np½mdns\ tNS¯n Zp:Jt¯msS kvacn¨p. Pohn¨ncp 
s¶¦nÂ B ktlmZc\pw C¶p Xs¶ kzoIcn¡m³ hcpam 
bncp¶p. AtXmÀ¯t¸mÄ tNS¯nbpsS I®pIÄ \ndªp.

    ho«nte¡v hm\nÂ t]mIpw hgn Xsâ acn¨ ktlm 
Zcsâ IpgnamSw kµÀin¨v {]mÀ°n¡Wsa¶v tNS¯n 
Ip«¸mbntbmSp \nÀ_Ôambn ]dªp. Aev]w hfªm 
sW¦nepw B hgn hm³ hnSmsa¶v Ip«¸mbn k½Xn¨p. 
Np½mdnsâ ihIpSoc¯nse¯nbt¸mÄ A¶m½t¨S¯n 
lrZbw s\m´p IcbpIbpw {]mÀ°n¡pIbpw sNbvXp.

 ho«nse¯n Im¸n IpSn¨p Ignªt¸mÄ ]ecpw t]m 
Im³ Xnc¡psï¶p ]dªp. F¶mÂ Bcpw t]mIp¶p 
anÃ. FÃmhcpsSbpw I®pIÄ Xm³ sImïph¶ s]«nIfn 
te¡msW¶v tNS¯n¡v a\Ênembn.

    Atacn¡bnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ tPmkp ]dª hmNIw 
tNS¯n At¸mÄ kvacn¨p: "AhÀ¡p hÃXpaptïÂ A§p 
sImSpt¯sc; ieys¸Sp¯msX Ahcp s]mbv-s¡mÅpw.'

    aµlmkt¯msS tNS¯n s]«nIÄ Xpd¶p. FÃmhcpw 
s]«nIÄ¡v Npäpw BImw£tbmsS HmSn¡qSn. Xm³ Ata 
cn¡bnÂ \n¶p sImïph¶Xnsâ Hmlcn h¶hÀs¡Ãmw 
tNS¯n hoXn¨p. NneXp am{Xw X\n¡pthïn amänh¨p. ]
eÀ¡pw Xr]vXnbmbnsÃ¦nepw In«m\nsÃ¶p Iït¸mÄ 
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AhÀ Øew hn«p. aäpÅhÀ¡p e`n¨Xns\m¸w X\n¡pw 
In«nbnsÃ¶mbncp¶p NneÀ¡v ]cmXn. ImcWw ]eXcw km 
[\§fmbncp¶p tNS¯nbpsS ssIhiapïmbncp¶Xv.

  "\n§Ä¡p IcpXn sImïph¶ ]eXpw \ãs¸«p a 
¡tf... Rms\´p sN¿m\m! In«nbXpsImsïms¡ Xr]v 
Xns¸Sv.' A¶m½t¨S¯n s\SphoÀt¸msS ]dªp.

    \m«pImcnÂ ]ecpw A¶p ]et¸mgmbn kv-t\l`mh 
t¯msS A¶m½t¨S¯nsb ImWms\¯n. bm{Xm£oW 
apsï¦nepw tNS¯n AhtcmsSÃmw kwkmcn¨p. XncnsI  
t]mIm\nd§nbt¸mÄ NneÀ tNmZn¨p:

 "At¸m R§Ä¡v Atacnt¡¶p sImïph¶sXm 
¶pantÃ?'

 Bscbpw shdpwIt¿msS hntSï¶p IcpXn sNdnb 
km[\§tfm ]Wtam sImSp¯v Ahscbpw Xr]vXns¸Sp¯n.

 ]ntä¶p cmhnse ]Ån¡pthïn sImïph¶ CeIv-
t{SmWnIv lmÀtamWnbhpw aTwImcpsS Nm¸ente¡pÅ 
t^mdn³ ]q¡fpw I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v tNS¯n ]ÅnbpsS \SIÄ 
Ibdpt¼mÄ Xsâ Iq«pImcn Nn¶½sb Iïp. Ipiem 
t\zjW¯n\nSbnÂ A¶m½t¨S¯n tNmZn¨p: "Nn¶t½ \o 
C¶pw H¸okp sNmÃn¡p¶ptïm?'

    Nn¶½ Nncn¨psImïp ]dªp: "\½psS Hä H¸okp 
Imc\mb sNdp¸¡mc\¨³ CubnsS Øew amdnt¸mbn. 
Ct¸mÄ Hcp hbÊ\¨\m.'

    tNS¯n BImw£tbmsS tNmZn¨p: "At§sc§\m 
H¸oknsâ Imcy¯nÂ? Znhkw Ht¶bptÅm?'

   "Mm... Cu A¨\v F{X H¸okn\p Imip sImSp¯mepw 
A¶pXs¶ sNmÃnt¡mfpw. H¶pw Xncntbet¶bpÅq. 
A{Xbv¡v kv]oUm {]mÀ°\bv¡v.'

    A¶m½t¨S¯n sXÃmizmkt¯msS ]dªp: "F¶m 
epw thïnÃ; Cs¶sâ B§fbv¡p thïn Hscm¸okv 
sNmÃn¡matÃm.'

    tNS¯nsb ASnapSn ho£n¨psImïv Nn¶½ ]d 
ªp: "A¶m½t¨S¯n BsI amdnbncn¡p¶p tIt«m. C\n 
F¶m Atacn¡bv¡v t]mIp¶Xv?'

 "FtâSo... C\n Rm\m kzÀ¤¯nte¡nÃ.' Hcp s\
SphoÀt¸msS tNS¯n ]dªp: "taenÂ ssZhw Xcp¶ kzÀ¤w 
aXn F\n¡v.'
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